West Malvern Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Monday 10th December 2012 in the Fisher Hall at 7.30pm.
Present
Cllrs. Mr W Shearer (Chairman), Mrs J Burford, Mrs E Harnden, Mrs JM Roberts, Mr A Turner,
Mr L Unsworth.

In Attendance
County Cllr Mrs B Nielson; Mr C Rouse (Malvern Hills Conservators): Mr D Sharp (Clerk) and six members of the public.

Before the meeting several members of the public registered their objections to planning application 12/01384/HOU, due to overlooking.

A request was made for additional information to be added to the last meetings minutes.

145/12 Apologies
To consider acceptance of apologies for absence from Councillors: Cllrs Mr S Allison (accepted) also District Cllrs. Prof. J Raine & Mr J Roskams.

146/12 Interests
i. Councillors Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other Disclosable Interests regarding items on the agenda: There were none
ii. Notification of changes to the register of interests: There were none
iii. To consider written requests from councillors for the council to grant a dispensation for those with Disclosable Interests to take part in discussions or voting.  (Written requests to be with the clerk at least 4 clear days prior to a meeting.)
a. All Councillors (To take part in discussions and voting on all matters concerning the Parish Council budget and precept until the next ordinary election): It was agreed to grant all councillors a dispensation on participating in discussions and voting on all matters concerning the Parish Council budget and precept until the next ordinary election.
147/12 Reports from other representatives
To receive reports from County and District Councillors and Malvern Hills Conservators: 
County Cllr Beverley Nielson confirmed that the decision by WCC to contract the running of the Outdoor Education Centre to Acorn Venture Ltd. had been referred back to the WCC committee.  A community bid had been presented and it was hoped that some financial support would be forthcoming from the Bransford Trust.  In contrast the Acorn bid did not involve any capital funding.  County Cllr Nielson thanked all those who had helped and supported the community bid and expected a decision to be made prior to the next Parish Council meeting.

Finally she reported that she had requested that a disabled parking bay be installed outside 212a West Malvern Road for Mr & Mrs Fisher.

Chris Rouse (Malvern Hills Conservators) confirmed that a work was in progress filling potholes on Conservators property.  He had also managed to uncover a gully on Park Road that would help drainage.  The grass bank on the playing fields had been cut.
148/12 Minutes
To consider for adoption the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on 12th November were approved with one amendment and signed by the Chairman.

149/12 Progress Reports and other matters arising from the minutes

i. Village Hall: No news had been received from the diocese regarding  future ownership.  The Clerk did report however that he had replaced the bulbs in the clock and it was now fully operational again. 
ii. Gas Lamps: The Chairman, Cllr Harnden and Clerk inspected all lamps on 28th November. Three lamps were still without a burner assembly and six others were not working.  The report had been sent to Brian Harper.  A further study would be done in January.
150/12 Planning
The following application was considered:
	Application No
	From
	Details

	12/01384/HOU
	Ms Dena Falk

98 West Malvern Road
	Raised decking area (Retrospective)


Following a site visit and consultation with neighbours it was agreed to withdraw the original recommendation for approval and to express concerns about the decking overlooking neighbouring properties.
151/12 Playing Fields
The Clerk had inspected the seat in the multiplay unit, and although showing signs of wear it was still secure.  It would be replaced when necessary.

The Clerk was to circulate play equipment literature and a decision would be taken next month about a replacement for the wooden hand swing unit that had been removed.  It was hoped that the £2200 grant from MHDC for a replacement see saw could be transferred to cover the cost.

152/12
 Allotments & Community Woodland
To consider allotment rents for 2013: It was agreed to increase rents by 5p per square metre, resulting in basic rent raising to 15p per square metre with concessions raising to 10p. 
153/12 Highways & Footpaths
It was hoped that the recently uncovered gully on Park Road would help the drainage situation.  The Clerk had asked WCC if there was a map of street gullies without success.  He was to ask Severn Trent Water.

Lengthman to be asked to clean the 'West Malvern' sign at the top of Brockhill Road.

Overgrown hedges on Mathon Road to be reported.

154/12 Finance
I. To consider payment of invoices presented: The following payments were approved:
	From/Due to
	Date
	Amount
	Details

	J Moore
	03/12
	£236.00
	Lengthman Fees (Nov) 

	SF Creamer
	-
	£32.00
	Bus Shelter Cleaning (Nov)

	Anthem UK Ltd
	02/08
	£50.40
	Internal Audit Fee

	CPRE
	-
	£29.00
	Annual Subscription

	St James Church
	-
	£350.00
	*Donation (£150 Magazine, £200 Churchyard)

	CAB
	-
	£150.00
	Donation

	DA Sharp
	10/12
	£100.00
	Clerk’s First ½ Year Expenses 12/13

	DA Sharp
	10/12
	£313.08
	Clerk’s Fees Nov (£391.48 gross SP25)

	
	Total
	£1260.48
	


* Once the budget had been agreed in January an increase in the donation to the village magazine would be considered.

After these payments are made bank balances will be as follows:

	Savings Account B/F
	£4,458.83
	
	Community Account B/F
	£10,986.48

	
	
	
	WCC Lengthman (Oct)
	£118.00

	
	
	
	Brewers Arms (Jubilee Mugs)
	£117.00

	
	
	
	Others (Jubilee Mugs)
	£30.00

	
	
	
	December Payments
	(£1,260.48)

	
	
	
	
	

	Savings Account C/F
	£4,458.83
	
	Community Account C/F
	£9,991.00


ii. To review the internal audit and consider its effectiveness: Mr Steve Tustin’s report was considered and the internal audit was considered effective for the needs of the Parish Council.
155/12 Correspondence
To consider the following correspondence previously circulated: 
	FROM
	*email
	SUBJECT

	MHDC 
	*
	Parish and Town Councils Registers of Interests to to be published to MHDC's wesite shortly.

	MHDC
	*
	Cancellation of planning training on 29th November and 6th and 13th December

	Beverley Nielson
	*
	Outdoor Education Centre

	Malvern Hills Conservators
	*
	Winter Scrub Clearance

	MHDC
	*
	Updated Planning Timetable

	English Heritage
	*
	Malvern Gas Lamps Designation Project

	CALC
	*
	 Police Commissioner’s letter


156/12
 Councillors’ items for Report
To report information and raise items for future consideration:  The Chairman was to investigate whether the newly opened café at the Wyche Inovation Centre wished to use the remaining unsold Jubilee mugs.

The Clerk was to arrange a CALC briefing on Localism in the new year. 
157/12 Next Meeting
The date of the next Parish Council Meeting was confirmed as Monday 14th January 2013 at 7.30pm in the Fisher Hall.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.45 pm.
