HANLEY CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday, 21st February at 7.00pm in Hanley Swan Village Hall.

Present:  
Councillors:
Sue Roberts (Chairman)  Tony Atkinson  Jackie Bass  

John Taverner  Wendy Roberts-Powell Bob Lamb
In Attendance:  
Mrs Rebecca Abunassar (Clerk) CCllr Tom Wells
19/13  
Apologies: Cllr Adeney, Cllr Harcombe, Colin Rowley (PPW)
20/13   Welcome:  The chairman welcomed Cllr Lamb to his first official meeting.
21/13  
Declarations of Interest
a) Register of Interests: Councillors were reminded of the need to update their register of interests. 

b) To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature: None were declared
c) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature: None were declared
22/13
To Consider Written Requests from Councillors for the Council to Grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011):   Cllr Roberts had submitted a written request for a Dispensation to be allowed to participate in discussions relating to Hanley Castle High School. As a member of the school’s foundation and academy trusts Cllr Roberts has an interest in the school. The dispensation was granted until May 2015. 
Closure of the meeting to allow the public present to speak on any matters relating to Hanley Castle Parish. 
 None present
23/13
To Receive the Report of the Local Police Officers 
The Police Crime report for January was not available. 
24/13
Minutes 
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 17th January 2013 having been previously circulated were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
25/13
Matters Arising & Progress Reports not Listed elsewhere on the Agenda

a) Min 88b/12:  Noticeboard adjacent to the Former Hanley Castle Post Office:  The Clerk had emailed the MHDC Conservation Officer asking if permission was required to resite the noticeboard within the Conservation Area and was awaiting a reply.
Action: The Clerk to chase a response
b) Min 171b/12:
Purchase of Red Telephone Box          
It was reported that the telephone box had been removed by BT on the 17th January. Unfortunately, even though BT was aware of the Council’s intention to purchase the box, it had failed to be taken off BT’s removal schedule.  

c) Min 07a/13:
Milestones, Hanley Castle
The Clerk read out an email from the Milestones Society advising that they hope to complete the work this year and would be grateful for any contribution the Council would make towards the cost. The Clerk advised that a cheque for £275 had previously been sent to the Society in January 2012, the Councillors confirmed they had previously agreed to fund a new plate for the stone between Northfield Farm and Chiffey and half the cost of the new stone opposite Pool House.   

 Action: The Clerk to check the minutes of previous meetings to confirm the contribution and to contact Mr Worth to establish when the work will be undertaken.
26/13 Projects related to the Section 106 Funding

a) Arts: The project finally commenced on 14th February after the signed and sealed contract had been received.  The wording was discussed and it was agreed the plaque should say ‘donated to Hanley Castle Parish Council’ rather than ‘parishioners’ as it clarified the future ownership of the sculpture. It was agreed additional insurance to cover the cost of replacing the sculpture in the future was not required.        


Action: The Clerk to contact Mr Farraday regarding the plaque wording and advise of the requirement to have MHDC logo on the sculpture.

b) Cricket Club:  Cllr Roberts reported the School was still waiting for the Diocese to resolve the lease of the Glebe and no projects could progress until resolved.   

c)  Parish Council: It was agreed that as soon as the Playing Field lease is resolved the project would go ahead.  New quotations would have to be sourced. 
  Action:  The Clerk to revisit existing quotations after ROSPA inspection.
d) Youth The lease had still not been received but the Council were advised it was in the process of being drafted and would be received soon.  
    
    Action:  Assistant Clerk to continue liaise with Halls. 
27/13
Planning: a) To consider planning applications referred by MHDC for comment:            

12/01723/FUL  
Erection of replacement dwelling






Coverside Farm, Hanley Swan WR8 0DX






Mr P Davighi-Edwards

After careful consideration Members raised ‘no objections’ to the application.


b)  To Consider under the Scheme of Delegation any Planning Applications received between publication of the agenda and the Meeting:
13/0143/HOU  
Demolition of and replacement of existing garage, rear extension & conservatory





Hazeldene, Worcester Road, Hanley Swan 





Mr & Mrs Travis


After careful consideration Members raised ‘no objections’ to the application.
c) Details of Decision Notices Received to-date:  
12/01637/HOU
Two story side extension and demolition of single storey extension






Orchard House, Hanley Swan






Mr & Mrs Salmon








Approved: 21st January 2013
    APP/J1860/A/12/2179298 
Detached two bedroom cottage,

Jessamine Cottage, Worcester Road, Hanley Swan

Appeal Dimissed: 18th January 2013


12/01457/FUL
Change part of Sink Farm from agricultural to equine use to include 25 stables, 3 tack rooms, mess room and store. Indoor and outdoor riding school (ménage) mobile 5 horse walker and car parking.   






Sink Farm, Hangmans Lane, Hanley Castle    






Severn End Estates Arc Surveyors.   








Approved: 28th January 2013



TPO 511(2012)

Tree Preservation Order








Oak tree neighbouring to the east of the driveway to 







Oak Tree House, Hanley Swan and B4209







Confirmed: 28th January 2013
12/01687/HOU  
Change of driveway with new vehicular/pedestrian access





September House, Hanley Castle
                   Approved: 7th February 2013
d) Possible Enforcement Actions Required: 
a. Walnut Lodge - The Clerk confirmed the dates of the sale of the properties and had written to the Enforcement Officer advising them of the possible confusion of properties.  

  Action: The Clerk to chase a response from MHDC Enforcement Officers.

b. Orchard House
No response had been received from the Enforcement Officers.


Action: The clerk to contact the MHDC Enforcement Officers and advise them again of the concerns of the possibility that the house had been split into two properties.


        c. Hill View Stables
A planning application for the lighting had still not been received.

Action: The Clerk to continue to liaise with Enforcement and await the lighting plan.

d. Unit opposite the Incinerator Site

        The Clerk advised a special licence was required in order to store waste tyres.     
       Action: The Clerk to contact the Environment Agency and alert them to the potential hazard.
e) 
SWDP.
Members were reminded that the SWDP consultation survey was still open for comments.  It was agreed that the Members were satisfied with the SWDP process and no comments were required to be submitted.

28/13
Highway Matters

a)  Report & Works for the Lengthsman:  Cllr Taverner advised that the Lengthsman: 

was progressing with the sidings and grips; and had been clearing drains and pathways of debris, this work would continue into March
 
b) Possible Speed Restrictions, Welland Road: Members noted that there had been no response to the request for additional signage or a 40mph restricted area on the Welland Road to warn of the impending 30mph restrictions. Further email reminders had been sent to Ken Dixon but no response had been received. Cllr Bass asked if ‘count down lines’ could be used as a warning of speed change.  
 Action: The clerk to continue to contact the Highways Department and also to ask about count down lines.
c)  Carriageway Surfacing:   Highway’s report on the state of the road at Gilberts End was read out. Some potholes had been filled but the weather would need to improve before further work would be undertaken. Cllr Taverner asked if the pathway from Roberts End to Holloway Farm could be reported again along with the non-existent pathway at Crosshands.

 Action:  The Clerk to continue to raise and monitor the repair requests.  
29/13  
District & County Councillors Reports

a) District Cllrs Morgan & Perry:  The members were not present.
b)  County Cllr Tom Wells: Cllr Wells thanked the council for arranging the movement of the VAS and reported it was currently in Castlemorton but the batteries already required charging. He advised that he had been contacted by a number of parishioners to complain about the state of the pathways within the parish, the state of the pathways and Worcester Rd were then discussed. It was agreed to contact Jonathan Fraser at Highways to ask if the Worcester Rd could be placed on the list of future work.

Cllr Wells then asked if the Council would be in favour of establishing a cycle way from the Village to the High School. The Councillors agreed they would be in favour of creating a cycle way to link the school but had reservations it’s feasibility. He explained that the funding provided to County Councillors had changed and in future he would have a larger amount for general distribution. He hoped it might be used on projects like the creation of cycle ways if matched funding was also available. He thanked the Council for their comments and would investigate the feasibility of a cycle way.

He then asked the Council’s view on reducing speed limits in rural areas to a blanket 50 mph. A discussion then ensued and the Council concluded that due to the problem of enforcing the limit it would probably not be of benefit to local communities.     

30/13
Report of the:


a)  Parish Paths Warden:  No report received due to holidays. 


b)  Pond Wardens:  Cllr Taverner reported that the Wardens were working hard to keep the drains clear. The rubbish crates had not yet been moved but it had been agreed they would be moved in better weather. 


c)  Playing Field: No report received.
31/13
Environmental Matters

a) Village Litter Pick – the date of 23rd March had been set for the Village Litter Pick and arrangements had been made to organise and publicise the event. 
b) Verge Project – Cllr Bass updated the members on the project. The licence to plant on the verge had been granted and work would commence as soon as it had been received to ensure all conditions were met. Colin Baker had agreed to act as project manager.

32/13
Correspondence

a) Member Training – Members were advised of the various training sessions being run over the coming month and were asked to email the Clerk if there were any they wished to attend. 
33/13 
Finance:   
a) Payment of Accounts:  Members approved the payments of accounts as in the presented schedule (attached).  
34/13 
Topics Raised by Councillors, Committees and Parishioners

a) Parish Website and future maintenance – A discussion took place regarding the need to run two Parish Council websites. It was agreed to continue to use both websites and to ask Alex Grimwade to assist with the running of the HC-PC website.
Action: Cllr Roberts to contact Alex and ask if he is able to assist the Parish Council.
b) Sign on Ewe and Lamb Green: Cllr Roberts advised that a replica sign had been made for the Ewe and Lamb Green and would be put up in due course. Invoices would be forwarded.
35/13
Items for Future Agendas
a) Cllr Taverner requested a staffing committee meeting be held prior to the March meeting. The Clerk’s probationary six months would have been completed and an appraisal and salary review were required. 
b) Playing Field Paving Slabs: Cllr Atkinson reported that there were several cracked paving slabs. It was agreed that this would be looked into after the Youth Project had been completed.
36/13
Date of Next Scheduled Meetings:
21st March 2013
The meeting closed at 8.50 pm 

          Signed   ………………………………   Date: 21st March 2013
                       


                               Chairman
Appendix 1:
Schedule of Payments & Receipts 21st February 2013
Payment of Accounts:  The under mentioned accounts were approved:   










£

	21-Feb
	1272
	Peter Sauntson
	Lengthsman January
	1150.50

	21-Feb
	1273
	Becky Abunassar
	January Salary & Admin
	301.00

	21-Feb
	1274
	Sue Roberts
	Chairman’s Allowance
	75.00

	21-Feb
	1275
	WDBF LTD Glebe Acc
	Glebe payment
	100.00

	21-Feb
	1276
	Information Technology Systems
	1yr website hosting
	78.00

	
	 
	 
	Total
	1704.50


Signed   ………………………………………       Date: 21st  March 2013
                       


                  Chairman
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