West Malvern Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Monday 11th February 2013 in the Fisher Hall at 7.30pm.
Present
Cllrs. Mr W Shearer (Chairman), Mr S Allison, Mrs J Burford, Mrs E Harnden, Mr A Turner, 
Mr L Unsworth.
In Attendance
County Cllr. Mrs B Nielson; District Cllrs. Prof. J Raine & Mr J Roskhams; Mr B Regimbeau (Malvern Town Council: Mr C Rouse (Malvern Hills Conservators); Mr D Sharp (Clerk). 
14/13 Apologies
To consider acceptance of apologies for absence from Councillors: Cllrs Mrs JM Roberts
(accepted).
15/13 Interests
i. Councillors Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other Disclosable Interests regarding items on the agenda: There were none. 
ii. Notification of changes to the register of interests: There were none.
iii. To consider written requests from councillors for the council to grant a dispensation for those with Disclosable Interests to take part in discussions or voting.  (Written requests to be with the clerk at least 4 clear days prior to a meeting.): There were none.
16/13 Reports from other representatives
To receive reports from County and District Councillors and Malvern Hills Conservators: 
County Cllr. Beverley Nielson reported that she had attended three further meetings with WCC to discuss the community bid to run the Malvern Hills Outdoor Centre.  The Bransford Trust was happy to support the scheme with an investment of £100,000 over three years.  There was to be a WCC cabinet meeting on 12th February when a decision was expected and she thanked all those involved for their help and support.  The final council meeting before the forthcoming elections was to be held on 14th February. 
District Cllr. Prof. John Raine reported that the MHDC budget would be considered at the next meeting on 19th February.  A 2% increase was recommended.  A number of complaints had been received over the introduction of wheelie bins for recycling and it was possible that the correct procedures had not been followed.  This too was to be considered at the next meeting.
Town Councillor Brian Regimbeau expressed concern over the future of both the Lamb Inn and the West Malvern Outdoor Centre.

During a general discussion it was thought that the former could be registered as a community asset with MHDC in line with policy associated with the recent Localism Act.  This in itself though would not stop further development. 
Chris Rouse (Malvern Hills Conservators) confirmed that a drain would be installed under Westminster bank, near the spring, to aid run off.

17/13 Minutes
To consider for adoption the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on 14th January were approved and signed by the Chairman.
18/13 Progress Reports and other matters arising from the minutes
i. Gas Lamps: A survey had been conducted earlier in the evening and seven lamps were not working at all.  This and other matters would be discussed at a meeting of the partners on13th February.
ii. Precept: MHDC had confirmed that the Parish Council precept for 2013/14 would levy a council tax of £29.50 on a band D property.
19/13 Planning
The following applications were considered:
	Application No
	From
	Details

	13/00021/HOU
	Mr & Mrs D Thompson

Maynard Lodge, 13 Croft Bank
	Single storey front extension

	13/00129/HOU
	Ms Dena Falk

98 West Malvern Road
	Decking to rear (Retrospective)


It was agreed to recommend both for approval.
20/13 Playing Fields
To consider options of new equipment for the play area: It was agreed to proceed with the installation of a 'train' from Kompan Ltd.  The Clerk was to get quotes for equipment and installation and submit to MHDC for approval for the £2200 grant already allocated.
A request to hold Westfest on 6th July was approved and the Chairman and Clerk were to meet with John Brook, the Chairman, on Thursday to discuss safety issues and future maintenance of the field.
21/13
 Allotments & Community Woodland
To report progress on tree planting schedule:  Cllr Burford was awaiting a response from suppliers.

The Chairman, Clerk and Cllr Harnden had attended the recent allotment association meeting and explained the reasons behind the increase in rents this year.  
22/13 Highways & Footpaths
No matters were discussed.
23/13 Finance
To consider payment of invoices presented: The following payments were approved
	From/Due to
	Date
	Amount
	Details

	J Moore
	04/02
	£118.00
	Lengthman Fees (Jan) 

	SF Creamer
	31/01
	£32.00
	Bus Shelter Cleaning (Dec)

	DA Sharp
	14/01
	£313.08
	Clerk’s Fees Nov (£391.48 gross SP25)

	
	Total
	£463.08
	
	


After these payments are made bank balances will be as follows:
	Savings Account B/F
	£4,458.83
	
	Community Account B/F
	£8,521.10

	Interest
	0.99
	
	WCC Lengthman (Dec)
	£118.00

	
	
	
	Allotment Rents
	£823.48

	
	
	
	February Payments
	(£463.08)

	Savings Account C/F
	£4,459.82
	
	Community Account C/F
	£8,999.50


24/13 Correspondence
To consider the following correspondence previously circulated: 
	FROM
	* email
	SUBJECT

	MHDC
	
	Planning/Housing Training Dates
	

	CALC
	
	Update and Community Right to Challenge
	

	MHDC
	*
	Member training session on Affordable Housing
	

	Clerk
	*
	Localism Meeting Welland 4th March
	

	MHDC
	*
	Important information about changes to MHDC's recycling collection service
	

	MHDC
	*
	Parish and Town Council Conference - Wednesday 27th February at 7pm at Abberley Village Hall 
	


25/13
 Councillors’ items for Report
No further matters were discussed.
26/13 Next Meeting
The date of the next Parish Council Meeting was confirmed as Monday 11th March 2013 at 7.30pm in the Fisher Hall and the Annual Parish Meeting would take place on Monday 8th April at 7pm.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.55 pm.
