


Minutes of Berrow Parish Council 14th May 2013
The Minutes of Berrow Parish Council
Held at  Berrow and Pendock Village Hall on Tuesday 14th May at 8.00pm.

Present: Cllrs.  Richard Fellows,  Stan Morse,  Geoff Shail, Rob Morgan, Mike Thomas,  Ruth Coates and Angela Tomkinson.
In attendance: Clerk and Karen Humphries from Community First.

The meeting was adjourned for Public Question Time, notes of which are appended to these minutes.




1. Apologies:  There were no apologies

2. Declaration of Interests : Councillors were reminded that they should keep their Register of Interests up to date.  There were no personal interests declared in respect of items on the Agenda.

3. Minutes:  The minutes of the meeting held on 5th March 2013 were approved and signed.

4. Progress Reports:
a. Berrow & Pendock Village Hall Lease:  
Cllr Ruth Coates read out the agreed terms suggested by the Steering Committee:-
i. The upper room would be used solely by the Benefice Administrator
ii. If the hall was in use when the administrator was there, then use of toilets etc. by the administrator would be unavailable unless he/she was prepared to use the fire door at the rear of the building.
iii. The cost of any external repairs would be split on a percentage based on the floor area after any grants received had been deducted.
iv. It was further stated that the PCC would be responsible for decorating the room, fitting a new door and lock, a separate electric meter and telephone.  They would pay for any insurance relating to contents etc. of the room.
The Clerk then informed the Council that Pendock Parish Council had agreed to these terms with the following amendments:
a. The terms and percentage floor area be changed to Upper Floor and Stairs.
b. Should the hall ever become subject to Rates this charge would also be split on a percentage floor area basis.
Councillors then raised some other concerns:-
c. The insecure window up the stairs would be an easy target should anyone wish to break into the building now there will be the added attraction of computer and photocopier etc., that perhaps the Diocese should pay for a replacement secure/barred window when doing their conversion.
d. The emptying of the septic tank charge when the vicarage becomes a private house should perhaps be taken into consideration for recharge.
e. There were concerns that because the hall needed to raise funds for major works, the matter of The landlord to have full free use of the hall on 12 occasions in the year other than Sundays could perhaps be chargeable.
It was agreed unanimously that the Parish Council would accept the recommendations of the Steering Committee, with the added provisions a) & b) suggested by Pendock Parish Council together with c), d) & e) above.
If this was acceptable to the PCC and the Diocese, the Village Hall Management Committee have requested that a draft lease be made available as quickly as possible in order to facilitate any funding available for renovation of the toilets.

b. Pothole – Chads Lane:   This had now been filled.   It was also reported that Netherley Lane had still some deep gullies on its south side, Berrow end.  The Clerk was asked to write to see if anything could be done to fill in the hole.

5. Financial Report:  
a. Financial Statements:  The Financial Statements for 2012/13 were proposed by Cllr Morse, seconded by Cllr Tomkinson and unanimously approved and adopted.
b. Annual Return:  The governance review was approved and the Annual Return was signed by the Chairman
c. Appointment of Auditor:  The Clerk report that Mr Mealing was auditing the accounts on Wednesday 15th May
d. Approval of financial transaction since the last meeting:  The half year precept had been received of £875.
e. Renewal of Insurance:  The Clerk reported that she had reviewed the insurance which is due 1st June, and found a specific policy by another provider designed for small parishes giving all the required cover at a much cheaper price.   This was with Zurich Municipal and the Council agreed to accept this quote.
f. Liquidation of Treasury Stock: The Clerk reported that she had received a communication from Computershare which requested a letter of authorisation from the Council before any questions as to the value of the stock could be answered.   A letter was duly signed by the Chairman and Vice Chairman and would be sent with a request for a valuation of the stock before deciding whether to sell or gift it.

6. Correspondence for Information:

a. Notice of Temporary Close of Chase End Street from its junction with Whiteleaved Oak to its junction with Camers Green in order to facilitate Severn Trent Water works with effect from 3 June 2013 and anticipated duration of 21 days.
b. The planning request for Change of Use from holiday let to domestic annexe of The Linney, Chancel Close determined that planning consent was not required.
c. An application to re-join CALC – this was deemed unnecessary and therefore refused.
d. The Council was given advanced notice of a planning application to re-route an entrance drive at The Dingle, Hollybush.  The view of the council was that it should greatly improve the safety of the applicant’s access.

7. Councillors’ reports :
a. It was requested that Robin Hutton be invited to the next meeting to proceed with the Charitable donations
b. The question was raised about the taking on of the Lengthsman Scheme.  It was pointed out that funds of £2121 per year would be available to employ or contract a lengthsman to maintain ditches, pavements, road signs etc.   It was also noted that the Lengthsman from Pendock (Mr Jeremy Moore) would be willing to take on Berrow should the Council agree to the scheme.
The Clerk explained that there would be no cost to the Parish, the Council would pay each invoice and be reimbursed by the County Council.  
The Council considered the scheme and agreed to proceed.

8. Community First:  Karen Humphries reported that her work with communications in the Longdon Ward was shortly to come to an end and had been very pleased with the response and take up from her remit.   The new bus service was often fully booked, the mobile library also had increasing takers, Pendock Shop now had a community office and many of the parishes had new notice boards.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
9. Date of next meeting:  8.00pm on Tuesday 3rd September 2013 at the Berrow and Pendock Village Hall.


The meeting closed at 9.10pm.



Signed ……………………………………………………..		Date……………………………………………..
		Chairman



Notes of Public Question Time
There were no members of the parish in attendance 
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