HANLEY CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday, 21st March at 7.00pm in Hanley Swan Village Hall.

Present:  
Councillors:
Sue Roberts (Chairman)  Tony Atkinson  Jackie Bass  

John Taverner  Wendy Roberts-Powell Bob Lamb Sue Adeney
Francis Harcombe
In Attendance:  
Mrs Rebecca Abunassar (Clerk) CCllr Tom Wells Colin Rowley (PPW)
37/13  
Apologies: None received
38/13   Welcome:  The chairman welcomed all present.
39/13  
Declarations of Interest
a) Register of Interests: Councillors were reminded of the need to update their register of interests. 

b) To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature: None were declared
c) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature: When he arrived at 8pm Cllr Harcombe read out a declaration of interest for item 8) d – Incinerator Site Appeal.
40/13
To Consider Written Requests from Councillors for the Council to Grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011):   None received.
Closure of the meeting to allow the public present to speak on any matters relating to Hanley Castle Parish. 
 None present
41/13
To Receive the Report of the Local Police Officers 
Crime report for last 2 months: January - 1 Theft Other - gate stolen, 1 RTC damage only
February - 1 Attempt Burglary, Hanley Road   2 Theft Other - Blackmore End, caravan & Hanley Orchard, heating oil. 1 Suspicious Incident - Picken End, oil possibly been taken from tank. 
42/13
Minutes 
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 21st February 2013 having been previously circulated were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
43/13
Matters Arising & Progress Reports not Listed elsewhere on the Agenda

a) Min 88b/12:  Noticeboard adjacent to the Former Hanley Castle Post Office:  The Clerk had emailed the MHDC Conservation Officer asking if permission was required to resite the noticeboard within the Conservation Area and was awaiting a reply.
Action: The Clerk to chase a response

b) Min 07a/13:
Milestones, Hanley Castle
The Clerk had contacted Mr Worth from the Milestone Society who advised the work was expected to be undertaken imminently and confirmed that the Society had received a cheque for the Parish Council’s contribution towards the work.
c) Min 31/13a:
Parish Litter Collection Day
Cllr Adeney updated the Council on the arrangements for the Litter collection scheduled on 23rd March.

44/13 Projects related to the Section 106 Funding
a) Arts: Cllr Bass confirmed the sculpting was underway and that pupils from the school had visited the workshop. 


Action: The Clerk to contact Mr Farraday to provide an update for the next meeting.

b) Cricket Club:  Cllr Roberts reported the School was still waiting for the Diocese to resolve the lease of the Glebe and no projects could progress until resolved.   

c)  Parish Council: It was agreed that as soon as the Playing Field lease is resolved the project would go ahead.  New quotations would have to be sourced. 
  Action:  The Clerk to revisit existing quotations after ROSPA inspection.
d) Youth The draft lease had been received and reviewed by Cllr Roberts. It was agreed that no amendments were required and the Parish Council would to sign the lease. 
    Action:  Assistant Clerk to continue liaise with Monster Play and the Clerk to arrange for the lease to be signed and returned to SME solicitors. 
45/13
Planning: a) To consider planning applications referred by MHDC for comment:            


         13/00017/HOU   Two storey side extension. 


                        2 Westmere,Hanley Swan 
After careful consideration Members raised no objections to the application.


b)  To Consider under the Scheme of Delegation any Planning Applications received between publication of the agenda and the Meeting:
13/00297/HOU  
Single storey side extension




Tother Cottage, Picken End Hanley Swan 


After careful consideration Members raised no objections to the application.

13/00291/FUL  
Erection of garage and wall.




Berry Lodge Farm, Blackmore Road. 

After careful consideration Members raised no objections to the application.

13/00228/CLE 
Lawful development certificate for land to be used as a garden.

32 Quay Lane, Hanley Castle 


After careful consideration Members raised no objections to the application.
c) Details of Decision Notices Received to-date:  
12/01613/PEX 
Extension of time limit to commence development on application

09/01275/FUL - Proposed Residential Block.

AALPS College 







APPROVED: 5th March 2013
d) Details of Appeal Notices Received to-date:
                12/00466/FUL    Demolition, remediation & redevelopment of waste incineration unit with 7 houses      

                                      Waste Incineration Unit, Hangmans Lane


  


      APP/J1860/A/13/2190068/NWF

The Clerk confirmed the Council’s original comments had been forwarded to the Planning Inspectorate and only additional comments were sought. The appeallent’s justification for appeal was passed to Cllr Atkinson to review and determine if any additional comments were warranted. Cllr Harcombe advised the Council of the personal representation he had sought regarding the appeal.

e) Possible Enforcement Actions Required: 
a. Walnut Lodge - The Clerk confirmed the dates of the sale of the properties and had written to the Enforcement Officer advising them of the possible confusion of properties.  

Action: The Clerk to chase a response from MHDC Enforcement Officers.

b. Orchard House
No response had been received from the Enforcement Officers.


Action: The clerk to contact the MHDC Enforcement Officers and advise them again of the concerns of the possibility that the house had been split into two properties.


        c. Hill View Stables
A planning application for the lighting had still not been received.

Action: The Clerk to continue to liaise with Enforcement and await the lighting plan.

d. Unit opposite the Incinerator Site

        The Clerk had contacted the Environment Agency to alert the storage of waste tyres at the units.
       Action: The Clerk to await response from Environment Agency.
46/13
Highway Matters

a)  Report & Works for the Lengthsman:  Cllr Taverner advised that the Lengthsman: 

was very happy with the work undertaken and approximately £300 was left in funds to use for the scheme. Cllr Adeney asked if it would be possible to clear back the edges of some of the roads as they were collapsing in and causing the roads to narrow. It was agreed that this was something that could be undertaken by the lengthsman but not until the ground had dried out. Gilberts End and Quay Lane were identified as requiring attention but a list of other verges impacted was requested and it was hoped this work could be addressed when the weather improved. It was agreed it would be useful to undertake the work ahead of any tarring and chipping that Highways propose to carry out.

It was also reported that hedge cuttings had been left in the verges at Gilberts End and were of a variety that would not break down and needed to be removed. It was agreed that it would not be appropriate for the lengthsman to undertake the removal and that Gordon Morris should be contacted.

 Action: Cllr Taverner to liaise with Mr Saunston to agree when and if this work could be addressed. The Clerk to check Highways timetable of work. 
Cllr Adeney to contact Gordon Morris regarding the cuttings.
 
b) Possible Speed Restrictions, Welland Road: David Jew had contacted the Clerk and advised that he’d felt larger terminal 30mph speed limit signs would be beneficial and would place an order for the work to be carried out. He also felt that forward visibility of the signs would be further improved if hedge/tree trimming was carried out at the location and asked if the Parish could ask the land owner to carry out this work. 
 
The traffic monitoring strips situated in Hanley Castle were left down for an additional week and therefore the data was not available to be discussed.
 Action: The clerk to contact John Bunn and advise him of the new signage and ask if he knows who owns the hedgerow mentioned. 
The report from the traffic monitoring strips data to be added to next month’s agenda.
c)  Carriageway Surfacing:   It was reported that several potholes within the parish had been marked with a red ring and it was anticipated that these would be filled in but the report on the issues raised previously was still awaited. 
 Action:  The Clerk to continue to raise and monitor the repair requests.  
47/13  
District & County Councillors Reports
a) District Cllrs Morgan & Perry:  The members were not present.
b)  County Cllr Tom Wells: Cllr Wells updated the Council on the complaints he had received regarding the state of the Worcester Road and reassured the Council he would continue to push for it to be resurfaced. He advised he had also received a complaint about the bus route from Hanley Swan to Malvern and the length of time it took to complete. The additional time was due to the amalgamation of previous routes and unfortunately was required in order to keep a bus route to and from the parish. Cllr Wells confirmed he would be standing for election again in May.
48/13    Reports of the:


a)  Parish Paths Warden: Mr Rowley updated the Council and would complete an in depth report to be circulated ahead of the next meeting. It was agreed Mr Rowley would meet with the Clerk and Cllr Harcombe at Trickeridge Bridge to discuss the drainage problem. South Worcestershire drainage would then be contacted to try and resolve the flooding problem.  

b)  Pond Wardens:  No report received.

c)  Playing Field: No report received but bookings had been confirmed for use of the playing field by the Café Market on 29th June and the Bee Keepers Association on 5th September. 
49/13
Environmental Matters

a) Village Litter Pick – the date of 23rd March had been set for the Village Litter Pick and arrangements had been made to organise and publicise the event. 
b) Verge Project – Cllr Bass updated the members on the project. The licence to plant on the verge had been granted and work would commence as soon as it had been received to ensure all conditions were met. Colin Baker had agreed to act as project manager.

50/13
Correspondence

a) Broadband – An email had been received by a parishioner asking what action the Council was taking to raise the profile of the County’s Broadband project and the requirement to complete a survey if faster broadband was required.  An article had been published that showed the Parish’s response to be less than 1%.

After a discussion it was agreed that the Councillors would encourage as many parishioners as possible to complete the survey and a list of businesses within the villages would be compiled to enable a request to be sent to as many as possible. 

Action:  The Clerk to send a link to the survey to all Councillors for completion of the survey and to forward to as many parishioners as possible for completion. Cllr Roberts to compile a list of businesses within the parish. The Clerk to contact Alex Grimwade and the Broadband project team to discuss the current broadband availability within the parish. 
51/13 
Finance:   
a) Payment of Accounts:  Members approved the payments of accounts as in the presented schedule (attached). 
b) New Farm Ground Maintenance: following receipt of confirmation that their rates would be held for the coming year it was approved to continue the use of their services during the next financial year.

c) Staffing Committee recommendation:  Cllr Taverner updated the Council on the Staffing Committee meeting and outlined their recommendations following the Clerk’s probationary period and appraisal. The committee recommended moving the Clerk to spine point 19 from 1st April, this was approved by the Council and the new contract was signed by the Clerk and Chairman. 
52/13 
Topics Raised by Councillors, Committees and Parishioners


a) Neighbourhood Plans and Community Right to Bid – the Clerk updated the Council on the CALC training session held on 4th March. Very few parishes were currently developing neighbourhood plans as they are deemed very expensive and would be required to fit with the SWDP. 


b) Councillors’ & Clerks’ Briefing - Financial Responsibilities: Cllr Lamb gave an overview of the briefing held on 19th March and agreed to circulate a report highlighting the main areas covered.  


c) Guide Dog's Brood bitch Holders - Worcester, Malvern Hills – The Council agreed to publicise the event on noticeboards within the parish. 
d)
The grass verge owned by Nexus Housing: The Council commented on the state of the grass verge by Chapman’s Orchard and whether it would be possible for New Farm Ground to cut the area or if the Lengthsman would be able to attend to it. It was agreed to contact the housing association in the first instance to request that the grass was cut and the trees maintained as they owned the land. 
Action:  The Clerk to contact Nexus Housing to request work is undertaken.
e) Skip by the Ewe & Lamb Green: it was reported that a skip had been left for considerable period in The Walnuts. A neighbour had reported it to Malvern Hills but it still remained in situ. It was agreed to report the skip to Nexus housing as it was thought it may have been arranged by them.

Action:  The Clerk to contact Nexus Housing to request work is undertaken.

f) 
Fire at Merebrook Industrial Estate: Cllr Bass asked if the Council was aware there had been a fire at one of the business premises within the parish and whether there was anything that the Parish Council could do to assist the business owner. It was discussed and agreed that, unfortunately, there was no action that the Parish Council could take and it was hoped that the business was adequately insured to cover the loss incurred.  

53/13
Items for Future Agendas
a) Traffic Monitoring report
54/13
Date of Next Scheduled Meetings:
18th April 2013
The meeting closed at 9.05 pm 

          Signed   ………………………………   Date: 18th April 2013
                       


                               Chairman
Appendix 1:
Schedule of Payments & Receipts 21st March 2013
Payment of Accounts:  The under mentioned accounts were approved:   
	Chq No.
	Payee
	Detail
	£

	1277
	Peter Sauntson
	Lengthsman February
	721.5

	1278
	Becky Abunassar
	February & March Salary & Admin
	602

	1279
	Little Malvern & Welland
	Training 04/03/13
	12.5

	1280
	WCALC
	Training 19/03/13
	10

	1281
	Susan Hughes
	Assistant Clerk Duties
	540.51

	1282
	HMRC
	4th Quarter tax
	49.6

	 
	 
	 TOTAL
	1936.11


Signed   ………………………………………       Date: 18th April 2013
                       


                  Chairman
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