
Defford and Besford Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting

of Tuesday 19th March 2013
at Defford Village Hall
Present: 
Cllr Robert Bemand (Chair), Sonja Lee, Patricia Steel, David Robinson, Ron Davis, Hazel Wakefield and Ian Spiers.  
Also present:
Jo Adams, Clerk; 6 members of the public.
The Chairman asked for a minute’s silence to be held in memory of Mr Peter Hancock, a former Councillor of the Parish Council.

1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest 

Apologies had been received from Cllrs Clive Woods and Roy Shepherd. There were no declarations of interest. 

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 5th February 2013 to be confirmed and signed

It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the 5th February 2013 be accepted and signed as a true record. 

3. Matters arising 

i. The school sign is now in place. 

ii. VOSA have confirmed that the Old Railway Yard holds a licence for HGVs over 3.5 tonnes: 3 vehicles and 2 trailers.   
iii. A litter bin on the Upton Road has been damaged. The Council agreed that it should be repaired.  
iv. A meeting with the Land Drainage Officer of Wychavon District Council had been scheduled for the 28th March to look at the drainage problems in the car park. 

v. Grit bin at lychgate: as there appeared to be a limited amount of places the green grit bin could be placed, it was suggested that the homeowners next to the lychgate be asked if it could be placed on the area of grass behind their garage. 

vi. The blocked drain by Keppel Gate has been reported, as has the missing postbox at Woodmancote and the empty grit bin at Spring Bank. 
4. Planning 

(a) New applications

The following planning application had been received  and had been circulated around members of the Planning Committee. 

W/13/00236/PP: Phipps Farm, Oak Drive, Defford

Proposal: Extension and alteration to roof

Planning Committee: No objection

W/13/00157/CU: Neilson Park, Defford Arms, Upton Road, Defford

Proposal: Change of use of land and erection of 5 holiday cabins and 1 managers residential cabin. 

Planning Committee: No objection
(b) Wychavon District Council decisions 

W/13/00001/PN: Woodbine Cottage, Woodmancote, Defford
Refused

12/000051/CM: Land at Defford




Permitted

The Council had had no objections to the above planning applications.

5. Finance


The following invoices totalling £176.60 were approved for payment: Clement Keys, external audit fee; Eckington Parish Council, CALC training; Worcestershire CALC, Clerks gathering; Pershore Volunteer Centre, printing of flyers; Defford Village Hall, hall hire 19/3/13. 
6. To discuss New Homes Bonus grants from Wychavon District Council

The Parish council is eligible to apply for a grant of just over £20,000 from Wychavon under the New homes Bonus scheme. A parishioner spoke to the Parish Council at Public Questions and asked the Council to consider putting the funds towards resurfacing its car park with tarmac. It was noted that the drainage problems in the car park would need to be solved before any tarmac could be laid on the car park. 
Cllr Lee noted that the surface of the car park had not been mentioned with any frequency in responses to the Parish Plan. As the use of the New Homes Bonus required consultation with the community and the Parish Plan could not be used in this respect, it was decided that a note be put in the Parish News asking if parishioners supported the use of the funds for this purpose or to suggest other schemes for which the funds could be used. It was also agreed that village organisations would be consulted. 
7. To discuss Energy Bulk Buy schemes

Cllr Steel reported that there had been a number of responses to the energy bulk buy request in the Parish News and that the organiser had passed these details onto Countrywide. The oil bulk buy scheme would be easier to set up, although with regard to LPG, a price had been negotiated that would be below 50p per litre. Cllr Steel reminded the meeting that it was important for people to fill in and return the forms, in order to achieve the best savings.  
8. Councillors reports  

(a)  County Councillor A Hardman

Cllr Hardman was not present.
(b)  District Councillor R Davis

Cllr Davis reported that Wychavon had finalised their budget for 2013/14 and had not increased the Council Tax for a further year. The District Council had a target of £1.3M in savings and was aiming to make these savings without affecting services.  As the District Council was now funded by business rates, it was introducing schemes to encourage businesses including the waiving of pre-planning advice fees for new and expanding businesses. He noted that although the budgets got tighter every year, the District Council still provided funding for No. 8 in Pershore, the W Factor event and the district’s Leisure Centres. 
Cllr Davis reported that the Joint Services Review stakeholder board had disbanded following submission of its proposals. Worcester Royal Hospital would be expanded in order to take on major surgery. The proposals put forward could see the A&E department of the Redditch Alexander Hospital reduced with more patients being treated at Worcester. 
 (c)  Parish Councillors

i. Cllr Steel reported that the lights at Besford Bridge had now gone but that the works did not look as if they were complete. 
ii. Cllr Bemand reported that a high proportion of Besford residents had indicated that they would support faster Broadband in the area, with a much lower percentage in Defford. 
9. Correspondence and matters to be raised for next agenda 

The following correspondence had been received and circulated: 

· Notice that resurfacing work for Harpley Road had been scheduled to take place in May 

· Invitation from Western Power to a Stakeholder meeting

· Notice of Wychavon funding available to protect playing fields from development

· Notice of an electricity switching scheme run by Wychavon

· Notices from CALC: Area meeting date; training events

· Notice of a funding fair at Worcester Rugby Club

10. To confirm date of the next meeting 

The date of the next Parish Council meeting, which would be the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council (AGM), was confirmed as Tuesday 21st May at Defford Village Hall. The date of the Annual Parish Meeting was confirmed as the 7th May 2013 at Defford Village Hall. 

The meeting was closed at 9.30pm. 

Public Questions

A parishioner noted the continual problem of dog mess on the pavements. Cllr Davis replied that although owners could be prosecuted for failing to clear up after their dogs, the real problem was that there were not generally any eyewitnesses around to report the offence. However, any offences witnessed could be reported to the District Council. 
A parishioner asked if potholes that continuously open back up again after repairs could be investigated, most notably those in Bluebell Lane and Salters Lane.  
Other questions minuted at item 6. 
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