

LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday 26th March. 
Present:           
Mr J Sharp (chairman)


Mr D Taylor


Mr M Gloster



Mr B Tasker


Mr B Porter



Mr G Jones


Ms C Hall



Mr p Hawkins


Mr A Warburton (District Cllr) – part meeting


Mr L Williamson – part meeting



Mr D Deeley – part meeting



Mr P Tuthill

1.    WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from Mr C Smith, Mr S Seymour, Mr R Husband, Mrs C Cooke and Mr P King.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest or changes to the register of interests.

3. OPEN FORUM 

Les Williamson:

1. Dragons Cross Appeal Decision – The appeal decision had gone against MHDC and the inspector had cited the lack of suitable sites within the Malvern Hills area in the explanation of the decision. Mr Williamson made the point that such appeals are paid for by taxpayers and asked that the parish council put pressure on MHDC to identify suitable Gypsy sites.

Mr Warburton expressed the view that the decision seemed to ignore the evidence put forward in an earlier review of which he had been part, which had found the number of pitches said to be needed was overstated and lacked a supporting audit trail. He further noted that the basis for assessing the need had since changed, and now only applied to travellers and travelling showmen, not those identifying as Gypsies by ethnicity. He expressed the view that MHDC should seek a judicial review of the decision.
2. Significant Gap – Mr Williamson referred to a planning application for 55 houses in the Dysons Perrin ward within the Significant Gap between Malvern and Leigh Sinton. He noted that the deadline for objection to this application had now passed and asked that the parish council keep an eye open for future applications made at the other end of the gap. He also requested that pressure on MHDC be maintained to ensure the gap is maintained, expressing the view that once one application is approved within the gap it will be harder to defend against future development.
Mr Warburton suggested the parish council write to Gary Williams, Head of Planning at MHDC in this regard.

3. Mr Williamson noted that the minutes on the WCC website were several months out of date. The clerk explained there was a problem with the site that was preventing her from logging on as administrator and which she was looking into. The minutes to be sent to Mr Deeley to be entered directly onto the parish council website.

The chairman thanked Mr Williamson and stated that items 1 and 2 would be discussed further when the meeting was reconvened. Mr Williamson left the meeting at this point.

Meeting reconvened.

Dragons Cross Appeal Decision – After discussion it was agreed that the parish council should write to MHDC: 1 – Questioning the basis upon which the inspector has taken the decision and suggesting they seek a judicial review, and 2 – Asking when they will be carrying out the planned survey of current need in conjunction with Worcester City and Wychavon CC. and stressing the need to identify appropriate sites.

Significant Gap – It was agreed that the Significant Gap should be protected and it was agreed the pc should write to Gary Williams at MHDC and to Dyson Perrins ward Cllrs Jan Marriot and Graham Myatt, to this effect.
4.
MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 22nd JANUARY 2013 

Having previously been circulated, the minutes of the parish council meeting were confirmed and 
signed by the Chairman. 

5.
 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES
a) Worcestershire County Council – No report
b) Malvern Hills District Council – Mr Warburton explained that he had left the Conservative party but would continue to represent his parishes as an independent councillor. He confirmed that he would continue to serve on the NADCC but would be replaced on the Overview and Scrutiny Committee.
There being no questions from the floor he left the meeting at this point.

6.
TO CONSIDER THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING SUBMISSION DOCUMENT
Mr Deeley gave a brief introduction to the work of the NDP steering group and outlined the content of the submission document, which had previously been circulated to councillors. He stated that if the document was approved by the council, the next step would be submission to MHDC, where if approved the next steps would be to obtain funding to continue and to actively seek the views of the wider community and community groups.
The chairman raised the issue of an under-representation on the steering group of people from Leigh Sinton. It was noted that this did not appear to contravene any requirements and Mr Deeley expressed the view that people may come forward if an issue of particular relevance to that end of the parish, such as preserving the Significant Gap came to the fore.

The chairman asked if there was any need to develop a Neighbourhood Plan if the view of the residents was that they did not want to see any development.  Mr Deeley stated that the plan looked at a very broad range of local issues and also carried more weight in law. He noted this question had been discussed at a recent MHDC training event that he had attended with Mrs Cooke and Mr King and made the point that if all the legal requirements to produce a neighbourhood plan were complied with at this stage it was possible to drop back later and produce a simpler Community Plan instead, but it would be very difficult to go the other way.
Mr Jones proposed that the submission be approved, Mr Tasker seconded and it was agreed unanimously.
7.
PLANNING
a) Minutes of the planning committee meeting held on 26th February.
Having previously been circulated, the minutes were accepted and signed.

b) Planning applications received.

	L&B ref  
	MHDC ref
	Application Details
	Location 
	PC Response
	Summary of reasoning

	583
	13/00163/HOU
	Installation of upstairs window to side elevation
	8 Leigh Hurst
Leigh, WR6 5JP
	Approved
	n/a


c) Updates on matters arising in previous planning minutes 
· A site visit for planning application 12/01568/HOU would take place on 2/4/13 prior to it’s consideration at the next NADCC meeting.
· The clerk had approached CALC for advice as to whether VAT should be accounted for on the sale price of the phone box.

· The mobile toilet outside Leigh Church has now been relocated.
· The advertising boards blocking the pavement outside the pub have now been moved.

d) Planning decisions received from MHDC.
13/00347/HOU

Island Barn
Proposed storage/Maintenance building

Approved
e) Neighbourhood Planning Group update. – No further update.
8.
TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) Highways Matters

1. School Warning signs – The chairman had spoken with Mr Bill who had advised him that suitable signs had been agreed with the County Council that would be operated by the school and maintained by WCC. The sign would cost £1,400.80 and he requested approval for the parish council to pay for the signs as provided for in the 2013/14 budget.
Proposed by Mr Gloster, seconded by Mr Jones and agreed unanimously

·        2.     Dingle Lane – The chairman noted the condition had deteriorated further. The jetter previously agreed with WCC can now not be supplied until all drains have been reported individually on the hub. The chairman and lengthsman to deal with the matter.
3. Bransford roundabout – white stop line – Mr Brienza has confirmed that the line will be restored to its original location but the work is yet to be carried out.
4. Overgrown Hedge – Bank House – Reported on the hub but not yet attended to.
5. Overgrown Hedge – Suckley Road – Reported and some work has been done to cut away the lower section of the hedge. However, the top section has not been cut back and is narrowing the available footway considerably. It was noted that being leylandii, if cut back to this degree the hedge will die.
Mr Porter reported a fallen tree on Mr Tooby’s land, which is currently overhanging Leigh road, propped up by the hedge and could pose a danger to drivers and pedestrians. He noted he had reported it to Mr Tooby but it had not yet been dealt with. 

He also referred to a tree at Leigh Bridge that had fallen and not been fully cleared away, noting that drivers need to move out into the road to pass it. The chairman agreed that the pc should write to Duncan Stewart, requesting the tree be removed.

6. Road works on A4103 – The roadworks are complete and the item to be removed from the agenda.
b) Play Corner – Kiln Lane – will be discussed under item 6e.
c) Jubilee Garden – The chairman noted that the weather had been too poor for anything to be done since the last meeting. It was agreed that quotes for undertaking tree removal and basic groundwork should be brought to the next meeting.
d) Bransford Flooding – A major scheme involving the installation of an additional drainage pipe and alteration to road levels will be undertaken, but work had so far been delayed due to the condition of the ground and the weather.
e) Play area and lay-by development – Leigh Sinton Primary School
- The school are now close to an agreement re the purchase of the land. The next step will be to get the agreement of Mr Price to sell or lease the land if we obtain planning consent for community use, and if successful to then put in an outline plan for a play area. The chairman asked for the council’s agreement to start looking into the legal requirements of the scheme. Agreed unanimously.
f) Completion of agreed works at Bank House site – Mr Gloster reported that part of the work had been done and further work would be carried out once the condition of the land is suitable. Mr Porter noted that the work being undertaken is not that which was agreed under the planning consent. After discussion the chairman agreed to speak with the planning enforcement officer.

g) Dog mess – Suckley Rd.

Some signs have been put in place but not all that had been requested. The matter to be looked into.
h) Repairs to Bransford play area – Mr Porter had been looking into replacing timbers in some of the wooden structures, but had been unable to do the work as yet due to the bad weather. The 2013 inspection has just been carried out and the clerk supplied Mr Porter with the new ROSPA report. Mr Porter agreed to look at the report findings with Mr Seymour and arrange for necessary repairs to be carried out.
i) Upgrade of VAS sign – Alfrick and Suckley parishes have both agreed to the upgrade and Clive Smith hoped to pay for it using the remainder of his annual budget. 
j) Vehicles parked on grass verge – Malvern House, Brockamin – The clerk had written to the business concerned and the matter had been resolved.
k) Condition of road between Leigh Brook Bridge and Leigh Lodge – No work has been carried out as yet.
l) Vacancy for parish paths warden – the vacancy has been advertised in The Sphere but no one has come forward yet.
m) Emergency planning arrangements –The chairman is yet to hear from the emergency planning officer – no update.

n) Flexible bollards – junction of Malvern Road and A4103

The clerk had contacted WCC highways and requested the flexible bollards be installed.
  9.
CLUSTERING ACTIVITIES WITH ALFRICK AND SUCKLEY

The chairman has attended a meeting with Suckley to discuss possible areas where the parishes 

can work together to improve service delivery. Grass cutting, litter picking, jetter hire, pothole repairs and tourism promotion were among possibilities discussed.
The chairman had also been in contact with Ian Pritchard regarding concerns about emergency response times when the fast response police team is relocated to Ledbury. He had confirmed that although they would be based in Ledbury, whilst on shift they would be in the area they had been assigned to and in the case of an emergency the closest unit would respond.
10.
QUOTE FOR GRASS CUTTING – BRANSFORD PLAYING FIELD



The contractor currently providing grass-cutting services at Bransford playing field, P Gardener, had supplied a quote of £34 per cut for 2013/14. After discussion the quote was accepted unanimously.

11. 
PROBLEMS CAUSED BY HORSES ON ROADS AND FOOTWAYS

The clerk had received a call from a resident of Dragon’s Cross, who had complained about horses being ridden on the footways, churning up the verges and leaving droppings blocking the footway. The matter was discussed and Ms Hall agreed to look into the regulations regarding horses being ridden on the footway.
12.
CONCERN OVER PARKING AND ROAD SAFETY IN LEIGH SINTON

A resident of Kiln Lane had complained about vehicles belonging to staff working in the garage units being parked close to the turning, making it difficult to turn out onto the main road. The chairman had spoken with the business owner concerned who confirmed that staff would make every effort to park away from the turning, but that one vehicle is left there during the day by someone commuting into Worcester, who he offered to try and speak with. The police however have said that parking there is not illegal. 
13.
COMPLAINTS REGARDING LIGHT POLLUTION FROM MAILLES SKIP YARD


A complaint had been received about light pollution emanating from the Mailles Skip yard. Mr Costello of Mailles Skips had contacted the clerk and said that the light came from the adjoining Biffa site. Ms Hall confirmed this to be the case and agreed to look into the matter further. 
14.
GRANT APPLICATIONS


In response to an invitation extended to local voluntary organisations to approach the parish council for grants, applications had been received from the scouts and the guides. The chairman read out their applications, both requesting £500. The matter was discussed and it was suggested that both could perhaps ‘earn’ their grant by doing some tidying up work at the Bransford play area. 

The following grants were also approved:

· Memorial Hall - £500

· Leigh Church - £500

· Malvern Citizens Advice Bureau - £250. It was agreed that due to the increased workload of the CAB and their reduction in funding from Central Government, that their grant be increased from £100 to £250.

· Leigh & Bransford Primary school - £300 grant to produce a model of the village as part of the Neighbourhood Planning process – agreed at the January meeting.

All grants proposed by Mr Gloster, seconded by Mr Porter and agreed unanimously. Mr Gloster agreed to speak with Mr Etheridge regarding the scouts and guides.
15.
LENGTHMAN’S HOURS


It was noted that the full Lengthsman allowance had not been used during the financial year to March 2013. It was noted that notification of the allowance for 2013/14 had just been received and suggested that the Lengthsman be advised of the total number of hours available for the coming year and be able to use them flexibly depending on the workload and weather.

Proposed by Mr Jones, seconded by Mr Porter and agreed unanimously.

 16.
FINANCE

a) Accounts paid and received 

Paid 

The Fold

Annual Meeting




£97.50

B.G.S


Lengthsman – February



£219.00


Playsafety Ltd

ROSPA 13/14





£78.00

J Barker

Clerk – February




£608.74


J Barker

Clerk – March





£638.33


Post Office

HMRC – Qtr 4




£1.40


P Butts


Internal audit 11/12




£125.00


Received

None
b) Accounts passed for payment
Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall

£500
Leigh Church




£500

1st Leigh Guides



£500

Leigh Scouts




£500

Malvern CAB




£250

Leigh & Bransford Primary School

£300

The chairman briefed the council on a financial management presentation he had attended with the clerk. He noted in particular the changes being made to the payment of the grant to the District Council from Central Government to compensate for reduction in council tax raised and the knock on effect this will have in terms of setting the precept.
He also noted that the parish council financial regulations would need to be reviewed during the coming year as would contact arrangements for the clerk and access to council records etc. during the clerk’s absence. 
17. 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS
a. Affordable Housing Group 
- Building work on the Bank House site has started. The chairman noted he had contacted Festival Housing to ensure wheel-washing procedures were put in place.
b. Footpath working Group – No update
c. Memorial Hall – the outcome of the grant application for work on the toilets is expected by the end of the month. 
d. Community Resilience Working Group – No update

e. Community Payback – No update
f. Oil Buying Group –.No update. It was agreed that this group is no longer needed as Community First have established a county wide buying group.
18.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Mr Porter noted that verges in the lanes are becoming dangerous. The chairman confirmed that he had already discussed the problem with Mr Brienza. (WCC highways).
19.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 


The next Planning Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday 23rd April and the next Parish Council meeting and Annual Meeting on Tuesday 28th May, 2013, both 7.30pm at The Memorial Hall.


Chairman.............................................

Date..................................................

353

