
LEIGH & BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

PLANNING COMMITTEE MINUTES
Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 23rd October 2012, 7.30pm at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall

Present:  Stephen Seymour (Chair), Brian Porter, John Sharp, Bruce Tasker, Graham Jones, Roger Husband
1. Apologies.  

Martin Gloster,  Peter Hawkins
2.
Register of Interests:
None

3. Approval of previous minutes 


The minutes of the 28th August had been approved at the Parish Council meeting held 25th September 2012. 

4. Matters arising.

Bransford Affordable Housing – The Chairman had attended the NADCC and provided the following

report:

Following the approval of the revised plans at the last Parish Council meeting I was not going to speak, but on reading the summary of the planning documents provided for councillors prior to the meeting I noticed that there were comments from the highways authority that needed addressing. 

Paragraph 6.21 Comments from Highways on the Parish Council submission

“Given the size of the development I cannot find any7 justification to support the view that the proposed footway should be extended to joint (sic) the footpath at the Bank House roundabout. Also the gift to provide this could be outside the developers control as it may involve third party land”

Paragraph 6.22

“Given the response of the Highway Authority, your Officers have concluded that it would not be reasonable or necessary to require the works suggested by the Parish Council, nor would it be reasonable to withhold planning permission on that basis”

However recommendation 17 states 

“ No work on the site should be commenced until engineering details of the new footpath link shown on drawing number 1109/02 have been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority and an agreement under section 278 of the Highways Act 1980 entered into. The works shall be completed in accordance with the approved details prior to first occupation of any dwelling herby approved.”

My submission was as follows

“Leigh and Bransford Parish Council are anxious to progress on the provision of Affordable Housing in Bransford. The Parish Council have viewed the revised plans and, subject to recommendation 17 regarding the provision of a footpath connecting the site to the existing footpath at the Bank House, would support the application as the need for Affordable Housing is pressing.

The Parish Council, however, are disappointed that Festival Housing, the developer and the landowner have persisted with this application on what is not an ideal site when more suitable sites within the village were available. It would appear that financial commitments and commercial interests have priority over the needs and wishes of the community. The Parish Council has identified a similar need for Affordable Housing in Leigh Sinton and we would hope that, in future, a proper and meaningful consultation will be held with the Parish by the Housing Association to determine an agreed suitable site.”

Submissions were made then by Will Tooby who commented on the possible pollutants on the site and by Sharon Rivers from Festival 

The committee was still awaiting a response from the environmental group as to how they were going to deal with the hot spot of industrial waste identified by the soil sampling. Concerns were expressed that that samples had only been taken from a depth of 0.6 metres on the landfill part of the site although the samples taken from the bowling green were at 1.2 metres, as the infill soil depth is anything up to 4 metres. Councillor Warburton was strongly cri9tical of the lack of proper investigation and Councillor Hughes said that on the current evidence he would be unhappy for his daughter/son? and grandchildren to live on that site. 

The motion to refuse the application was proposed by Councillor Warburton who also requested a named vote. The refusal was supported by 9 votes with 6 abstentions and no votes in favour of the development.
Mr Sharp reported that the application will be reconsidered at the NADCC meeting on 7th November in order that a report from the Worcestershire Regulatory Service can be taken into account. He noted that he would be speaking on behalf of the parish council at this meeting.
5. Applications discussed:   

	L&B

Ref
	MHDC

Ref
	Proposal Details
	Location
	PC Response
	Summary of Reasoning

	574
	12/01265/S73
	Variation of condition 14 of 09/01549/FUL to facilitate a minor material amendment to add two roof lights to south facing roof slope.
	Sinton Farmhouse

Stocks Lane

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DY
	Approval
	n/a

	575
	12/01266/LBC
	Amendment to previous consent to provide bedroom and bathroom within roof space and 2 no. roof lights to south elevation
	Sinton Farmhouse

Stocks Lane

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DY
	Approval
	n/a

	576
	12/01326/FUL
	Change of use from agricultural land to garden. Erection of one wood/log store shed
	Fairview

Stitchens Hill

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DJ
	Approval
	n/a

	577
	12/01325/OUT
	Erection of dwelling house for a farm manager
	Brockamin Farm

Brockamin, Leigh

WR6 5LA
	Approval
	n/a


6.
Planning decisions received from MHDC

11/01411/FUL

North site phase 7
Housing Development

Appeal withdrawn

12/01119/S73

Pigeon House Farm
Variation of condition

Approved








To allow holiday letting

7.
Neighbourhood Planning Group report

The chairman reported that the next step for the Neighbourhood Planning Group would be to approach 
organisations in the parish and obtain feedback as to how the community would like the plan to develop. 

It was noted that the Community Planning process could commence and areas of the plan be further 
developed into a Neighbourhood Plan later on if it was deemed necessary.


The Chairman and Mrs Cooke had attended a neighbourhood planning meeting at MHDC where it had 
been noted that a plan would probably cost upwards of £20,000. It was further noted that MHDC were 
being urged by CALC to produce a briefing document of the kind already in use in Wychavon, where 
funding to assist local councils in the production of plans is also available.
8. 
A.O.B

Mr Sharp reported that a local architect has confirmed that the play corner site at Kiln Lane can accommodate a three bedroom house and plans have been sent to MHDC planning department for comment. The proceeds of any sale of the land will be used to provide a children’s play area in Leigh Sinton.

A road plan showing proposed additional double yellow lines in the vicinity of Leigh & Bransford Primary School was considered – no comment to be made at the present time.
9. 
Date of next meeting.
Parish Council meeting, 7.30pm on Tuesday 27th November 2012.

Signed
   ..................................................


Date
.............................
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