
LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday 28th May. 
Present:           
Mr M Gloster (chairman)

Mr B Tasker


Mr B Porter



Mr G Jones


Ms C Hall



Mr P Hawkins


Mr P Tuthill (County Councillor) – part meeting



Mr A Warburton (District Councillor) – part meeting



3 members of the public

1.    WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from Mr J Sharp, Mr S Seymour, Mr D Taylor, Mrs C Cooke & Mr R Husband

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest or changes to the register of interests.

3. OPEN FORUM 

Affordable Housing Development – Bransford

A member of the public drew attention to the fact that work at the site had been stopped as the houses were being built the wrong way round and not in accordance with the approved plans. He voiced the opinion that the developers were getting away with anything on the site and that the Parish and District Councils would allow them to do so.
The chairman outlined the recent developments on the site, noting that it had been Mr Sharp who had alerted the builders to the error and they had stopped immediately. The matter was discussed at length and the point was made that the builders were simply following the plans they had been given and it was the architect who was at fault. Attention was also drawn to the fact that a great deal of consultation and discussion had taken place before the final plans had been approved and it was important therefore that they are implemented correctly.
The chairman noted that amended plans had now been submitted and would be considered under item 6.

Mr Williamson expressed his thanks to the residents from both ends of the Significant Gap who had attended the NADMC meeting regarding the Eastward Road development and noted the effectiveness of working together in this way to protect the gap.
The chairman thanked those who had contributed and the meeting was reconvened.
4.
MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 26th March 2013 

Having previously been circulated, the minutes of the parish council meeting were confirmed and 
signed by the Chairman. 

5.
 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES
a) Worcestershire County Council – Mr Tuthill introduced himself as the new County Council representative and gave a brief outline of his role at the County Council and current issues.
b) Malvern Hills District Council – Mr Warburton noted the recent move to increase allowances to certain District Councillors drawing attention to the fact that this had now been challenged on the grounds of being inappropriate in the current financial climate. He also noted that fortnightly collection of recycled waste from wheelie bins is now operating.
6.
PLANNING
a) Minutes of the planning committee meeting held on 23rd April.
Having previously been circulated, the minutes were accepted and signed.

b) Planning applications received.

	L&B ref  
	MHDC ref
	Application
	Location 
	PC

response
	Summary of reasoning

	13/3
	13/00466/HOU
	Removal of existing conservatory & erection of single storey extension to rear. Internal Alterations & conversion of garage


	Hopyards

10 Kiln Lane

Leigh Sinton
	Approval
	n/a

	13/4
	13/00533/FUL
	Change of use of buildings to Use Class D1- Training in alternative therapies, retaining the office use, additional toilet facilities & use of existing car parking
	Whole Health Healing

The Fold

Bransford

WR6 5JB
	Approval
	n/a

The potential impact of the development on traffic on the A4103 was noted however.

	13/5
	13/00512/LBC
	Alterations to first floor bathroom. Structural repairs over first floor windows due to absence of lintels. Re-point all facades with lime mortar. Structural strengthening repairs to the roof. Redecorate all windows externally
	Bransford House

Bransford Court Lane

Bransford

WR6 5JL
	Approval
	n/a

	13/6
	13/00579/S73
	Application for variation of condition 2 on planning permission 12/00562/FUL for rural exception site for 10 new homes (RSL)
	Bank House Bowling Club

Bransford

WR6 5JD
	Plans inaccurate
	Refer plans to MHDC

See note 1. below


Note 1. The plans were examined. The chairman said that he had visited the site with the new plans and it was clear that the new drawings were still incorrect, the gap at the entrance to the development being shown 10 metres out. 
The plans and the site were discussed, it being noted that there did not appear to be any benefit to the developer from the layout shown and that it appeared to be an error on the part of the architect.

It was decided that it was not possible to comment on the plans as they were inaccurate. The clerk was requested to contact the planning officer concerned to this effect.

c) Matters arising 

1. Dragons Cross Appeal Decision – Following the previous meeting, the clerk had written to MHDC regarding the Dragons Cross appeal decision and MHDC policy with regard to the identification of appropriate sites for Gypsies and Travellers. The chairman read out the MHDC response, which outlined MHDC’s reasons for not seeking a judicial review re the decision and confirmed that the council are currently updating the Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment with a view to implementing the resulting development plan by the end of 2014.
2. Eastward Road Development – It was noted that the planning application for 55 homes had been rejected.
d) Planning decisions received from MHDC.
13/00037/OUT

Eastward Road

55 dwellings




Refused
13/00347/HOU

Island Barn

Proposed storage/Maintenance building

Approved
e) Neighbourhood Planning Group update. – Mr Tasker noted that the next meeting will be held on 4th June.
f) AOB – It was noted that application 13/00163/HOU (8 Leigh Hurst) will go before the NADMC on 5th June.
7.
TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) Highways Matters

1. School Warning signs – The chairman to follow up with the school.
·        2.     Dingle Lane – Drainage problems and potholes – The parish has had use of the jetter for a day:
 it was noted how much had been achieved by the Lengthsman and the jetter operatives in that time.

3. Bransford roundabout – white stop line – Mr Brienza has confirmed that the line will be restored to its original location but the work is yet to be carried out.
4. Overgrown Hedge – Bank House – The hedge is quite overgrown in Chapel Lane and is obscuring the visibility of drivers. Mr Gloster to contact the Bank House Green-keeper.
5. Overgrown Hedge – Suckley Road – The hedge has been cut back as far as is possible without it being destroyed – item to be removed from the agenda.
6. Tree Debris at Leigh Bridge – Debris now removed.
7. Condition of road between Leigh Brook Bridge and Leigh Lodge – Condition is continuing to deteriorate, to be followed up with Mr Sharp.
8. Flexible Bollards – Junction of Malvern Rd and A4103 – Replacement bollards have been requested.
b) Play Corner – Kiln Lane. To be taken with item e. – The pc are awaiting further information regarding the land behind the school.
c) Jubilee Garden – Mr Sharp to provide an update at the next meeting.
d) Bransford Flood Prevention – The work has now been completed. Item to remain on the agenda.
e) Play area and lay-by development – Leigh Sinton Primary School
- discussed under item b.
f) Completion of agreed works at Bank House site – The item to be carried forward to the next meeting.
g) Dog fouling notices – Suckley Rd – The clerk to ascertain whether it is permissible for the pc to purchase and put up ‘no fouling’ signs. 
h) Repairs to Bransford play area – The Guides have weeded and cleared up the play area and once the bark chippings have arrived they will be laid by the Scouts. The Community Payback team will take care of other maintenance work at a date to be confirmed by Mr Seymour.

Regarding the repairs detailed in the latest ROSPA report, Mr Porter to discuss with Mr Seymour and report back to the next meeting.
i) Upgrade of VAS sign – The sign has been packed up ready to be taken away for reprogramming.
j) Problems caused by horses on roads and footways – Cherry Hall had been in contact with the British Horse Society who had provided information on the statutory rules affecting riders. They confirmed that it is not permissible to ride or lead a horse along a footway to the side of a road that is intended for the use of pedestrians. She agreed to contact the BHS and request information to send out to local livery yards.
k) Vacancy for parish paths warden – the vacancy has been advertised in The Sphere but no one has come forward yet. Mr Tasker outlined the duties of a PPW for the benefit of new members. Mr Gloster suggested that Mr Taylor may be interested and agreed to contact him.
l) Emergency planning arrangements – No update. The clerk to forward copies to the new members for information.
m) Clerk contact details – A paper had been circulated by Mr Sharp detailing the changes proposed regarding clerk contact information and access to parish council files and documents in the event of the clerk being unavailable due to illness/holiday etc. The details to be discussed at the next parish council meeting.

n)  Light pollution from Biffa site – Cherry Hall confirmed that Biffa operate between 5.00am and 7.00pm and that lights would be during this period during the winter months. They should not be left on all night and did not appear to fall as far as any residential buildings. 
The matter to be reviewed at the October meeting.
8.
APPLICATION FOR DISCRETIONARY RURAL RATE RELIEF – THE POST OFFICE, SINTON HOUSE, HEREFORD ROAD, LEIGH SINTON


The matter was discussed. Mr Tasker proposed support for option A – that the business is of benefit to the local community and it is reasonable for the parish to support it financially. Mr Gloster seconded and it was agreed unanimously.
 9.         APPLICATION FOR DISCRETIONARY RURAL RATE RELIEF – BRANSFORD SERVICE STATION, WORCESTER ROAD, BRANSFORD
 Mr Jones expressed concern that the service station was often closed, thus limiting it’s benefit to the local community. It was also noted however that a number of local residents do depend upon it for day to day purchases and that the next nearest source of petrol is some distance away.

Following discussion the chairman proposed option A – that the business is of benefit to the local community and it is reasonable for the parish council to support it financially. The option was supported 4 votes in favour to 2 against and was carried.

10.
QUOTE FOR GRASS CUTTING & HEDGE TRIMMING – PEAR TREE CLOSE & LEIGH HURST


Mr Pritchard had provided a quote for the year 2013/14 of £72 per cut for the grass at Pear Tree Close and £70 for hedge trimming at Leigh Hurst. After discussion the quote was proposed by the chairman and agreed unanimously.

It was also agreed that quotes be obtained for the year 2014/15 to be considered at the November meeting.

11. 
ACCIDENTS AND SPEEDING ON THE A4103


Mr Porter drew attention to two recent accidents in the parish - one on the A4103 by the affordable housing site in Bransford and another at the junction of the A4103 and Stocks Lane in Leigh Sinton. The matter was discussed at length. It was noted in particular that the flashing 30mph sign as traffic approaches Leigh Sinton would be more effective if it was located before the Stocks lane junction. It was also noted that there is currently only a ‘give way’ sign stopping traffic exiting Stocks Lane onto the A4103 and that many accidents at this location have been caused by cars pulling out – the problem exacerbated by the fact that often vehicles on the A4103 are already exceeding the 30mph speed limit.

The clerk was asked to write to Mr Brienza at WCC Highways requesting that the flashing sign be relocated to a position 100metres before the Stocks Lane turning and that the ‘give way’ sign be replaced by a ‘stop’ notice and enhanced road markings. Also, to draw attention to the impact of the new housing development and developments at The Fold to traffic on the A4103 in Bransford, requesting that a reduction to an enforced limit of 30mph be considered.

Mr Tuthill confirmed that he would also raise these matters with WCC.

12.
WORCESTERSHIRE CALC SURVEY


The survey was discussed and completed, the clerk to return it to CALC.
13.
FINANCE

a) Accounts paid and received 

Paid 

Worcs CALC 

Subs 2013/14




£674.69

Zurich 


Insurance 2013/14



£455.28


LCR


Subs 2013/14




16.00


P.A Gardiner

Grass cutting




35.00


Received


WCC


Lengthsman claim Oct – March 12/13

1155.00


MHDC


Precept – half year



9704.00

b) Accounts passed for payment
BGS


Lengthsman - April 



303.00

Memorial Hall

Jan – May 2013




85.00

J Barker

Clerk – April




642.58

P Butts


Internal audit 2012/13



125.00

P.A Gardiner

Grass cutting




35.00

J Barker

Clerk – May 




621.60

14. 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS
a. Affordable Housing Group 
- No update
b. Footpath working Group – No update
Mr Porter drew attention to an overgrown hedge and brambles obscuring the entrance to the footpath adjacent to Mrs Farr’s property. The clerk to write to Mrs Farr requesting that it is cut back.
c. Memorial Hall – Mr Gloster reported that the hall had just received a £10,000 grant towards refurbishment and improvement work. He further noted that bookings are strong.

d. Community Resilience Working Group – No update

e. Community Payback – Mr Seymour is waiting for the team to get back to him regarding work at the playground in Bransford.
15.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS
The clerk had received a copy of a letter Mr Mike Smith had sent to WCC Highways reporting a trench that has been dug between the footway and the boundary wall of The Barn at the junction of the A4103 and Stocks Lane. There is no warning sign to alert pedestrians to the hazard and Mr Smith had expressed concern for pedestrian safety, particularly after dark. 

The clerk to contact Mr Brienza to ascertain what action has been taken and Mr Jones to keep an eye on the situation.
Mr Jones requested that Leigh Sinton village and Castle Green Drive be added to the list of locations requiring ‘no fouling’ signs.
Mr Tasker reported that Post Office Lane in Bransford requires resurfacing. The clerk to report to Highways.

16.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 


The next Planning Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday 25th June and the next Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 23rd July, 2013, both 7.30pm at The Memorial Hall.


Chairman.............................................

Date..................................................
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