NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Newland Parish Council held in the Library of The Beauchamp Community at 7.30pm, Monday 4th March 2013.

Present:	Mrs H Jeavons (chair)			Mr T Yapp							Mrs O Craze				Mr T Roome	
		Mr S Patterson
							
1.	WELCOME AND APOLOGIES	
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

2.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no changes to the Register of Interests or Gifts and Hospitality. 

3.	MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7th January 2013 were proposed by Mr Roome seconded by Mr Yapp and accepted by all as a correct record of the proceedings.

4.	TO RECEIVE THE REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES
	There were no reports.
	
5.	TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) SWDP – The chairman confirmed that the parish council response to the consultation on the soundness and legal compliance of the SWDP had been submitted and she had received acknowledgement. She noted that despite the plan having been accepted, a significant planning application had been submitted in Powick that was not part of the SWDP, hence it appeared not to be providing the protection from speculative development that people had anticipated.

b) Greggs – Planning regulations re seating area – The MHDC Compliance Officer had confirmed that the small seating areas on both sides of the shop had been present when he had carried out his inspection and did not contravene planning consent.

c) Mobile advertising hoardings – planning consent – The Compliance Officer had been back to Hills Ford, informing them that if they did not remove the vehicle he would have to consider formal enforcement action. The vehicle has subsequently been removed, however it was noted that similar vehicles advertising other businesses have been seen in the same location.
The situation is to be monitored.
d) Litter bin for Worcester Road bus shelter
Mr Yapp reported that following investigation, the land on which the shelter is located was found to belong to Malvern Hills Conservators. Consequently, permission would need to be sought before a bin could be installed which would probably be a costly exercise. The alternative of attaching a bin to the inside of the shelter was considered and it was decided that this could constitute a fire risk. It was noted that a team of street cleaners had been seen collecting rubbish in the area and that if this was to be a regular occurrence, litter would be far less of an issue. Following discussion it was agreed by all not to pursue the matter. The clerk was requested to write to the parishioner who had made the original complaint.


e) Parish Council Vacancy
The vacancy had been advertised and since no-one had requested an election the post would now be advertised for co-option.

f) Position of Grant Thornton as external auditors
Confirmation has been received that the Audit Commission has appointed Mazars LLP as external auditors to Newland parish council for the five years from 2012/3.

g) Traffic speed & road safety on A449
The clerk confirmed that she had reported the parish council’s concerns to the Safer Roads Partnership who had agreed to carry out a speed and traffic volume survey on the A449, the results of which would be considered at their Operations Forum in March. 

6.	Safer Roads Partnership report on Stocks Lane community concern site
	A report had been received from the Safer Roads Partnership detailing the latest results relating to the Stocks Lane Community Concern site. It reported that the speed on Stocks Lane was now below the threshold for enforcement activity and consequently the site would no longer be part of the Community Concern Programme. However, occasional speed enforcement would still take place and a survey would be carried out in a few months to ensure the reduction in traffic speeds was being maintained.

	Mr Yapp reported that an accident had taken place on the stretch of road in question on the previous day. He also passed the clerk a letter from Mr Winwood of Stocks Lane, detailing this and other recent accidents and expressing his continuing concern regarding speed on this road and the A449. The clerk agreed to forward the letter to the Safer Roads Partnership and to contact Mr Winwood with an update regarding their current investigations on the A449.	

7.	FINANCE
	a) Accounts paid
	BGS				Lengthsman – January			£90.00
	BGS				Lengthsman – February			£162.00
	J Barker				Clerk – January & February		£356.52
	Beauchamp Community		Grant 2012/13				£100.00
	Madresfield School		Grant 2012/13				£50.00
	The Grapevine			Grant 2012/13				£50.00
	Malvern C.A.B			Grant 2012/13				£50.00
	
	b) Accounts received – None
			
8.	COUNCILLORS REPORTS AND ANY OTHER BUSINESS
- The Lengthsman to be asked to check the footway for debris between the gates to the Beauchamp Community and the roundabout as the hedge has been cut. Mr Patterson to speak with Barry.
-The Beauchamp Community have been informed that they will not be receiving recycling bins at the present time as the collection lorry is too large for the site.
- There is a significant pothole in the road close to Mr Jenkins House – Mr Yapp to report on the hub.
- A collection of past editions of The Grapevine, believed to be on loan from one of the parish councils concerned, is being stored at The Beauchamp Community – Mrs Craze to follow up.


	. 
10.	 TO CONFIRM THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
[bookmark: _GoBack]The next Parish Council Meeting and the Annual Meeting will be held on Monday 20th May at 7.30pm in the Library of The Beauchamp Community. 






	
	Signed	...............................................	(Chairman)	Date	...............................................		  
73

