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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting held on Monday, 1st July 2013 
at  Offenham Village Hall
Members Present:
Parish Councillors:


Eric Canning - Chairman.
As per attendance register:   

Larraine Knight

Richard Evans

Michael Driver





Junay England

Jill Moran

Anthony Ward
In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)





Keith Wright, District Councillor






Alistair Adams, County Councillor (arrived 8pm)
13/067
Apologies


Alan Cresswell – annual leave
13/068
To receive Declarations of Interest & updates to Members’ Register

None
13/069
Open Forum

Prior to offering open forum to the public, the Chairman stated that he had received a report that after last Monday’s extra-ordinary meeting of the Parish Council, Mrs England had made an improper remark about a parishioner, Mrs England has accepted the impropriety of the remark and wishes to apologise unreservedly .  Mrs England went on to make a public apology which was accepted by Mrs Barnes.

All other notes appended to minutes.
13/070
Meeting re-opened and the Minutes of previous meeting were considered.
The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 3rd June and 24th June 2013 were accepted as a true record. 
13/071
To be advised of any urgent matters (at the Chairman’s discretion)
· To consider renewal of CPRE required by 14th July.


It was agreed by all councillors present.
Proposed MD Seconded RE

· Notice of amended plans from David Wilson Homes received.


It was agreed that the clerk should resubmit relevant comments and in addition to advise about the 
increase of HGV traffic during the season from 5% to 14% which directly has an effect on Laurels 
Road. 
· A request has been received from the VHC for the use of the recreation ground to erect a marquee from 20th to the 23rd September to hold the Summer Ball.

It was agreed subject to the usual insurance requirement. Proposed JE Seconded LK
13/072
Clerk’s Report:

Planning issues:

· W/12/01516/PN  Cedar Lodge, Main Street, Offenham


The application has been approved subject to an amendment to the proposal with regard to the removal of the proposed front elevation staircase.

16 

· Wychavon DC Enforcement Officer, Jane Phelps has advised that she will be meeting with a senior representative from DWH to discuss the various issues that have been raised by the PC and residents in relation to the Crabtree Leys site.  Issues have been raised in relation to the number of flags on the site which exceed the numbers allowed and also the bollards which have been installed on the verge area which has been reported to WCC highways. Cllr Knight visited the Site Manager and was advised that the fencing and bollards to the front of the site are temporary.


Police matters:

· PC De Paris has been handing out 30 mph stickers to fix to refuse bins to highlight the speeding issues in Laurels Rd; she has not visited all properties at this time as she is trying to obtain more stickers from the Safer Road Partnership to deliver.

· The theft of the protest banner has been reported to the local Policing Officer


Highways

· The VAS has been in the village for 3 weeks, currently situated in Newtown.  WCC has advised that the cost of moving the sign and battery replacement can be incorporated into the lengthsman scheme.


Rooftop Housing

· Rooftop Housing advise that there will be 9 affordable homes for local people, 2 of which come under the shared ownership scheme – part rent part buy.  The market value of £149,950, 50% share for sale being £74,975 with a monthly rent of £171.82.  The new development for Rooftop Housing is due for completion in September 2013.  Posters will be made available shortly which will be displayed in the village.


Street Lights

· Contact has been made to chase the energy connection of the 2 new lamps in Boat Lane.  Prysmian advise that they have made the payment to Western Power but are still to receive confirmation from Western Power of a completion date.  OPC has not yet been billed for this service.

13/073
To receive correspondence

Circulated during meeting

13/074
To consider request for a donation from the Village Hall Committee towards the refurbishment project.

Martin Roberts has forwarded 2 quotations for curtains but advised that a decision has yet to be made.  Defer to next meeting

13/075
To consider dates for meetings in 2014.

The proposed dates were accepted with confirmation that the Annual Parish meeting should precede the April meeting. Agreed by all councillors present.
13/076
To consider action, if any, for this year’s garden, hanging basket and good citizen competitions

It was agreed that this year’s garden and hanging basket competition should be judged by Cllr’s Knight and Moran.  It was further agreed to hold the good citizen/villager competition next year (2014).

13/077
To consider requirement of monthly planning meeting and/or planning committee.


It was agreed by all Councillors that it was not necessary to hold separate monthly meetings for planning issues unless any urgent business occurred. 

13/078
Member & committee reports:

Neighbourhood Watch
 - None

Parish Plan -  The clerk advised that some progress had been made with the production of the spreadsheet.
VHC – None 
Disaster Emergency Plan – No further updates.
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13/079
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc.
At bank:

Current account 0649818
£         8465.06

as at  20.06.13

Deposit account 7277881
£  
   23732.27

as at  20.06.13 

FTD
3 month
£       10000.00

FTD
6 week

£
10000.00



Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	35
	001040
	The Maypole Club
*
	500.00
	
	500.00

	36
	001041
	Diane Cox – Admin
	17.00
	
	

	37
	
	
- Mileage
	27.20
	
	

	37
	
	
- Salary
	594.35
	
	638.55

	
	
	Sub total
	1138.55
	
	1138.55

	38
	001042
	Offenham Village Hall
	14.00
	
	14.00

	
	
	
	1152.55
	
	1152.55



n.b  Items marked with asterisk * were signed prior to this meeting to comply with invoice requirements by Cllrs Driver & Evans
13/080
Quarterly review of budget.

The budget was approved.  Proposed LK Seconded AW
13/081
To be advised of planning matters including: 

Applications:
W/13/00844/PN  Land adjacent, 1 Leasowes Rd, Offenham


Erection of pair of detached houses each with detached garages – OPC comment required prior to this meeting.


OPC do not object to this proposal but advise that the proposed dwelling would be accessed from an unadpoted road.


Members would like to convey their concern that the concept of Localism is being ignored by Central Government but understand the reasoning applied by the District Council.
W/13/00926/CU Ravenhurst, Boat Lane, Offenham

Conversion of single dwelling unit into two dwelling units, conversion of existing redundant barn into two dwelling units. Associated drainage and external works and car parking


Decisioned determined by a show of hands. 


For: 6


Against: 1


OPC comment: No objection. Please note: This comment does not apply to other phases mentioned in the planning application that relate to future development proposals.
13/082
To advise items for consideration at next meeting, if not already advised.   
· To consider making a contribution towards the production of the Parish Magazine
13/083
To consider date & time of next meeting. – 


Monday, 5th August 2013 at 7.30pm

Meeting closed at 9.35pm

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council
Notes taken during Open Forum

Several members of the public expressed their concerns over the timescale for responses to the resubmission of the planning application by DWH, for land off Laurels Road. The District Councillor shared the concern.  It was stated that an extension to the advertised 14 day response time was needed for all residents to have an opportunity to express their views.  It was also mentioned that hard copy plans had not been received by the PC.  It was noted that the WDC website was unavailable at times to make a comment, a clear service failure. The Chairman stated that the PC would request an extension to the response time and asked the clerk to action.  The Chairman confirmed the position of the PC in that a further objection comment would be submitted, clerk to action.  
The District Councillor advised that he would be requesting that hard copy plans be made available, together with an extension to the response time.

Report from District Councillor, Keith Wright.
Cllr Wright advised that all register if interest forms were available on the WDC website.  Standards training would be made available later in the year, information to follow.

Home choice plus is looking to gather views from residents on whether the armed forces should be given priority on the housing waiting list, details on the website.
Cllr Wright advised that Spencer Winnett, WDC, is undertaking an exercise to gather information/memories throughout the district from 1974 onwards; details would be available shortly but was expected to be advertised on the website.
Report from County Councillor, Alistair Adams.

Cllr Adams advised that Dave Lavender had returned to County Highways as an advisor dealing with road drainage, investigation in relation to flood alleviation.  Cllr Adams stated that Mr Lavender had an allocated budget.  He advised that he would speak to him in relation to the collapsed culvert in the village.  He advised that WCC highways were currently tarmacing throughout the area.
Correspondence
· Various CALC updates
· Approval notice for Cedar Lodge 
· Letter from Mrs Peters for Maypole Club

· Rooftop Housing, letter re new affordable housing

· Lloyds TSB, letter re FTD maturity

· Email - copy from Edge Design Workshop Ltd & DK Planning & Development Ltd
· Copy of letter from Mr B Henson to WDC Planning.

· CPRE newsletter
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