HANLEY CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday, 16th May 2013 starting at 8.35pm in Hanley Swan Village Hall.

Present:  
Councillors:
Sue Roberts (Chairman) Tony Atkinson John Taverner 
Wendy Roberts-Powell Sue Adeney Jackie Bass Francis Harcombe
Apologies: Cllr Lamb
In Attendance:  
Mrs Rebecca Abunassar (Clerk) Tom Wells (CCllr)
73/13 Election of Chairman & Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office


It was proposed (SA), seconded (WRP) and agreed that Sue Roberts be elected as chairman for the ensuing municipal year.  The chairman signed a declaration of acceptance of office.

74/13   Welcome:  The chairman welcomed all present.
75/13  
Declarations of Interest
a) Register of Interests: Councillors were reminded of the need to update their register of interests. 

b) To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature: None were declared
c) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature: None were declared
76/13
To Consider Written Requests from Councillors for the Council to Grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011):   None received.
77/13
Election of Vice Chairman
It was proposed (SR), seconded (TA) and agreed that John Taverner be elected as vice chairman.  

78/13
Election of Representatives: 



The following appointments were proposed and agreed:


Staffing Committee (3): 
Cllrs Atkinson, Roberts-Powell, Taverner

Environmental Monitoring Group (4):  Cllrs Adeney, Bass, Roberts-Powell &       





          Taverner
Worcestershire County Association of Local Councils (2):  Chairman & Vice 







Chairman
  
Village Hall Committee (1):
Cllr Atkinson
  
Hanley Castle Parochial Charities (2):
Jenny McGowran & Philip Tufton

Bus Passenger/Transport Representative (1):   Cllr Adeney


Housing Association Development Liaison (1):   Cllr Atkinson


Lead Finance Member:

Cllr Taverner


Lead Planning Member:

Cllr Atkinson
79/12
To Confirm the Bank Signatories & amend the mandate where necessary


Members re-affirmed the current bank mandate.
80/12
To Confirm the Appointment of an Internal Auditor




Following a very positive review of the previous year, members noted and 

re-affirmed the appointment of Mr Chris Price as Internal Auditor. It was agreed to ask Mr Price if he wished to continue after the 2013 Audit.

81/13
Minutes 
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 18th April 2013 having been previously circulated were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
82/13
Matters Arising & Progress Reports not Listed elsewhere on the Agenda

a) Min 88b/12:  Notice board adjacent to the Former Hanley Castle Post Office:  A letter from Development Control acknowledging receipt of the query had been received by the Clerk.
Action: The Clerk to continue to chase for a response but the Council will discuss moving the notice board at the next meeting if no response given.

b) Min 07a/13:
Milestones, Hanley Castle
Cllr Roberts advised the Milestone Society would start to plate the stones from Monday 20th May. Cllr Taverner confirmed the Lengthsman would strim around the stones but was not sure if he wished to paint the plates.
Action: Cllr Taverner to ask Pete Saunston if he would be willing to paint the plates. 

c)Min 69c/13:
Anne Ballinger gift

Cllr Bass had circulated some proposals for consideration prior to the meeting. The proposals of solar panels and a bus stop were discussed. The Council were in agreement that solar panels on St Mary’s Church roof was not a proposal to take forward but that it might be worth considering on another building within the parish. Cllr Roberts-Powell, Adeney and Bass were all in favour of investigating a solar panel option with Cllrs Roberts, Harcombe and Atkinson dependent on possible locations. The majority of Councillors were in favour of some form of bus shelter but it was agreed that the money did not need to be spent quickly and the item would remain on the agenda for future discussion and ideas. 
Action: Councillors to continue to source ideas and the Clerk to add the item to the next agenda.
d)Min 70c/13 The grass verge owned by Nexus Housing: The Clerk had contacted Nexus and agreed to meet them at the site to discuss the up keep of the area. 
Action:  The Clerk to arrange a site visit with Nexus Housing to request work is undertaken.

e)Min 70d/13: 
Cycle Rout.,  Cllr Adeney advised the Council that Neil Copland had a meeting booked in June with the Head of Hanley Castle High School and the integrated transport contact to try and find solutions to the problems of cycling to and from the school. To be designated as a cycle route it was acknowledged that a pathway must be at least 2 metres wide but the possibility of stencils on the path or road should be investigated. It was agreed the Crosshands corner should be the first priority. Cllr Atkinson updated the Council on his discussions with Gerry Brienza regarding improving the pathways for cyclists.     
Action:  Cllr Adeney to discuss the issue with CCllr Wells and to pursue the matter with integrated transport. The Clerk to pass Gerry Breinza’s email details to Cllr Adeney. 
83/13 Projects related to the Section 106 Funding:
a) Arts: The unveiling ceremony was well attended  


Action: The Clerk to pursue payment from MHDC. 

b) Cricket Club:  Lease issue had still not been resolved.   

c)  Parish Council: Updated quotations to be sought following the signing of the lease and the section 106 agreement process to be started. Cllr Roberts-Powell agreed to lead the project. 

Action: The Clerk to liaise with Susan Hughes regarding previous quotations and contractors and to speak to MHDC to start the Section 106 funding process. 
d) Youth: The lease was in the process of being signed by the Diocese following a consultation period. As soon as it was signed it would be passed to MHDC. It was agreed that in the event of the Section 106 agreement being ready for signing prior to the next meeting the Chair and Vice Chair had the authority to sign as soon as it was available. A meeting had been scheduled with Monster Play on Wednesday 22nd May, Graham Holmes, Cllr Adeney, the Clerk and Assistant Clerk all to attend.      
84/13
Planning: a) To consider planning applications referred by MHDC for comment:            


         13/00436/HOU
Single storey rear extension to replace conservatory, additional roof height.




Greenhayes Cottage, Hanley Swan WR8 0DN 




After careful consideration Members raised no objections to the application.
13/00301/HOU
Two storey extension to north facing elevation 



Langdale, Blackmore Park Road, Hanley Swan   
After careful consideration Members raised no objections to the application.


b)  To consider under the Scheme of Delegation any Planning Applications received between publication of the agenda and the Meeting:
13/00505/FUL
2 Science labs 
Hanley Castle High School

The Council raised no objections assuming the portacabin being replaced would not be reused elsewhere on the site. 
c) Details of Decision Notices Received to-date:  
13/00297/HOU  
Single storey side extension





Tother Cottage, Picken End Hanley Swan 





APPROVED: 22nd April

13/00291/FUL  
Erection of garage and wall.





Berry Lodge Farm, Blackmore Road. 





APPROVED: 26th April

d) Details of Appeal Notices Received to-date: None received
e) Possible Enforcement Actions Required: 
a. Walnut Lodge – MHDC Enforcement had confirmed they did not wish to pursue this case due to the time lapse. Cllr Harcombe felt very strongly that a letter of compliant was sent to Enforcement as the Parish Council had been trying to pursue the matter for some considerable time.   

Action: The Clerk to gain confirmation that MHDC Enforcement Officers do not wish to pursue this case.

b. Orchard House
No response had been received from the Enforcement Officers.


Action: The clerk to contact the MHDC Enforcement Officers and advise them again of the concerns of the possibility that the house had been split into two properties.


        c. Hill View Stables
Paul Clements from MHDC had contacted the Clerk to confirm an application for lighting at the stables had been received and approved.
85/13
Highway Matters

a) Report & Works for the Lengthsman:  Cllr Taverner advised that the Lengthsman: 
Had no problems to report apart from the requirement of a new battery for the VAS machine. The Clerk advised the cost of a new battery was approx £60 and it was agreed that one would be ordered and the other parishes asked to contribute towards the cost. 
Action: The Clerk to arrange for a new battery to be ordered.


b) Speed survey: Gerry Brienza had been contacted. He confirmed he was satisfied with the results and they demonstrated that high speed was an infrequent occurrence and the positioning of the VAS machine had a positive impact on reducing speed. 

c) Possible Speed Restrictions, Welland Road: A response had not yet been received from David Jew following Mr Bunn’s email.  
 Action: The clerk to contact David Jew to chase for a response.

d)  Carriageway Surfacing:    The Council welcomed the news that the Worcester Road was finally going to be resurfaced. Cllr Atkinson also updated the Council on his meeting with Gerry Brienza and Joanna Bowles. They walked Worcester Rd, Malvern Rd and Roberts End. They looked at the footways but were advised there was little money available to repair footways but agreed there were sections within the parish where footways and roads could be widened. Gerry Brienza suggested he ask probationers to dig out the edge of verges and would try to organise a Community Group.    

86/13  
District & County Councillors Reports
a) District Cllrs Morgan & Perry:  The members were not present.
b)  County Cllr Tom Wells: Cllr Wells report had been received at the 
    Parish Meeting.
87/13    Reports of the:


a)  Parish Paths Warden: Report received at the Parish Meeting

b)  Pond Wardens:  Report received at the Parish Meeting
c)  Playing Field: Report received at the Parish Meeting but it was discussed and agreed that the Council had no objections to the expansion of the football goals and payment of re-seeding would be discussed under ‘Finance’.
88/13
Environmental Matters
a) Verge Project – The verge had been sprayed, rotivated and re-sprayed. The wild seeds would be sown shortly. It was recommended that one cut is undertaken at the end of September and a second strim in Spring.


Action: Cllr Taverner to ask Pete Saunston if he is able to undertake the work. If he is not New Farm will be asked. 
89/13
Correspondence
a)  Playground Management Training Seminar 4th July – It was agreed that attendance at the training seminar was not necessary.
90/13 
Finance:   
a) Payment of Accounts:  Members approved the payments of accounts as in the presented schedule (attached) & Annual Audit Return:  Members noted and accepted the previously circulated accounts and copy Section 1 of the Annual Return.  The relevant Section was signed by the chairman as a correct record and the detail of Section 2 also agreed for signature.
b) Notification of receipts received: Receipts received were noted. 

c)  Playing Field reseeding cost: It was discussed and agreed to fund the cost of £240 to reseed the playing field.
d) Big Lunch: It was agreed the Parish Council would pay the cost of the application for the road closure required to celebrate the big lunch. 
91/13 
Topics Raised by Councillors, Committees and Parishioners

 a) Harriet Baldwin Broadband Meeting – The Clerk updated the Council on the meeting she attended regarding rural broadband in West Worcestershire. It was agreed to continue to encourage as many parishioner and businesses in the parish as possible to complete the Worcestershire County Council’s broadband survey.
92/13
Items for Future Agendas
a) Invitation extended to the Head of the High School and Chair of Governors to attend the next meeting 
93/13
Date of Next Scheduled Meeting:
20th June 2013
The meeting closed at 10.05 pm 

          Signed   ………………………………   Date: 20th June 2013
                       


                               Chairman
Appendix 1:
Schedule of Payments & Receipts 16th May 2013
Payment of Accounts:  The under mentioned accounts were approved:   
	May Cheques for Approval
	 
	 

	Peter Sauntson
	April Lengthsman
	39.00

	Pestkill
	Rodent Control
	250.00

	Rebecca Abunassar
	April Clerk duties
	328.88

	New Farm Ground Maintenance
	April Cuts x2
	550.80

	Colin Smith
	Wild Flower Seed
	375.00

	 
	Total
	1543.68

	May Receipts
	 
	 

	MHDC
	Ward Budget Grant
	250.00

	MHDC
	1st half Precept
	9362.50

	WCC
	O/S Lengthsman 
	2142.00

	 
	 
	11754.50


Signed   ………………………………………       Date: 20th June 2013
                       


                  Chairman
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