HANLEY CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday, 18th April at 7.00pm in Hanley Swan Village Hall.

Present:  
Councillors:
Sue Roberts (Chairman) Tony Atkinson John Taverner 
Bob Lamb
In Attendance:  
Mrs Rebecca Abunassar (Clerk)
55/13  
Apologies: Cllr Harcombe, Cllr Adeney, Cllr Bass, Cllr Roberts-Powell
56/13   Welcome:  The chairman welcomed all present.
57/13  
Declarations of Interest
a) Register of Interests: Councillors were reminded of the need to update their register of interests. 

b) To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature: None were declared
c) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature: None were declared
58/13
To Consider Written Requests from Councillors for the Council to Grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011):   None received.
Closure of the meeting to allow the public present to speak on any matters relating to Hanley Castle Parish. 
 None present
59/13
To Receive the Report of the Local Police Officers 
Crime report for last 2 months: None received.
60/13
Minutes 
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 21st March 2013 having been previously circulated were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
61/13
Matters Arising & Progress Reports not Listed elsewhere on the Agenda

a) Min 88b/12:  Notice board adjacent to the Former Hanley Castle Post Office:  A response had still not been received from the MHDC Conservation Officer regarding whether permission was required to resite the notice board within the Conservation Area.
Action: The Clerk to continue to chase for a response but the Council will discuss moving the notice board at the next meeting if no response given. 

b) Min 07a/13:
Milestones, Hanley Castle
Cllr Roberts advised she had met with the Milestone Society on Monday 15th April and they had straightened the milestones by the former post office and erected the new one near Pool House. They confirmed they will be back to plate some of the milestones in the near future. They also located and recorded an additional milestone by Chance Flowers. They have asked if the Parish Council knew of anyone willing to paint the plaques of some of the stones and whether the area around the milestones could be maintained.
Action: Cllr Taverner to ask Pete Saunston if he can strim around the milestones on a regular basis and whether he would be willing to paint some of them. 
c) Min 31/13a:
Parish Litter Collection Day
Cllr Adeney had circulated an email prior to the meeting detailing the success of the litter pick.
Action: The Clerk to write to Gordon Morris and thank him for his assistance with the event.
62/13 Projects related to the Section 106 Funding:
a) Arts: MHDC had been contacted to request again the £925 as it had not been realised as promised. Amanda Smith confirmed the money would be released and asked if the Clerk would meet with two members of MHDC at the Sculpture to enable them to see a project that had received section 106 monies.  


Action: The Clerk to contact Mr Faraday and meet with MHDC. 

b) Cricket Club:  No update available.   

c)  Parish Council: ROSPA report received and minimal work required. As soon as the lease is resolved quotations will be sought. 
d) Youth The draft lease had been signed and returned by the Parish Councillors with a cheque for £960 to SME Solicitors to cover the legal work as requested.  
    Action:  Assistant Clerk to continue to liaise with Monster Play and the Clerk to contact SME for a VAT invoice and confirmation the lease has been signed by the Diocese. 
63/13
Planning: a) To consider planning applications referred by MHDC for comment:            


         13/00293/FUL
Extensions and alterations




Unit 8, Hanley Workshops, Hanley Swan, WR8 0DX       
After careful consideration Members raised no objections to the application.


b)  To consider under the Scheme of Delegation any Planning Applications received between publication of the agenda and the Meeting:
13/00405/HOU  
Single storey side extension




Montrose, Welland Rd, Hanley Swan 


After careful consideration Members raised no objections to the application.

13/00373/HEX  
Extension of time for 10/00361/HOU




Rhydd Gardens, Worcester Rd, Hanley Castle

After careful consideration Members raised no objections to the application.

c) Details of Decision Notices Received to-date:  
12/01723/FUL  
Erection of replacement dwelling





Coverside Farm, Hanley Swan WR8 0DX





APPROVED: 20th March (conditions and restrictions apply)
13/0143/HOU  
Demolition of and replacement of existing garage, rear extension & conservatory




Hazeldene, Worcester Road, Hanley Swan 
APPROVED: 8th April – (but with condition attached for secure parking of 4 cycles)

d) Details of Appeal Notices Received to-date:
         None received
e) Possible Enforcement Actions Required: 
a. Walnut Lodge – No response had been received to the email detailing dates of sale.  

Action: The Clerk to gain confirmation that MHDC Enforcement Officers do not wish to pursue this case.

b. Orchard House
No response had been received from the Enforcement Officers.


Action: The clerk to contact the MHDC Enforcement Officers and advise them again of the concerns of the possibility that the house had been split into two properties.


        c. Hill View Stables
A planning application for the lighting had still not been received.

Action: The Clerk to continue to liaise with Enforcement and await the lighting plan.
64/13
Highway Matters

a) Report & Works for the Lengthsman:  Cllr Taverner advised that the Lengthsman: had been siding out the roads to make the carriage way more visible at Gilberts End where there is approximately ½ metre of road missing either side. The work is too much for the Lengthsman to undertake and it was agreed to contact Highways to ask them to carry out the required work. Quay Lane would also be mentioned to Highways but with a lower priority.  
It was also reported that Highways’ contractors had made a half hearted attempt at clearing the gullies within the parish and that several had not been cleared properly.

Action: The Clerk to contact Highways and the County Council to request the required work is undertaken.


b) Speed survey: The results of the speed survey had been circulated and it was agreed that the VA sign did make a difference to the speed that vehicles drove through the village. The Council were reassured by the results but asked if Gerry Brienza’s opinion could be sought to ensure they were correctly interpreted.
Action: The Clerk to contact Gerry Brienza.

c) Possible Speed Restrictions, Welland Road: The Clerk had contacted Mr Bunn and advised him of the new signage and the query over the ownership of the hedgerow in the vicinity. Mr Bunn’s response was read out and it was agreed that Mr Bunn’s email would be forwarded to David Jew and asked if the original request of a speed reduction to 40 MPH on the approach to the village could be considered.  
 Action: The clerk to contact David Jew.
d)  Carriageway Surfacing:    It was agreed to continue to report the poor state of repair of the pathway from 1 Roberts End to Holloway Farm.
 Action:  The Clerk to continue to raise and monitor the repair requests.  
65/13  
District & County Councillors Reports
a) District Cllrs Morgan & Perry:  The members were not present.
b)  County Cllr Tom Wells: Cllr Wells was not present.
66/13    Reports of the:


a)  Parish Paths Warden: No report received

b)  Pond Wardens:  No report received.

c)  Playing Field: The following report was received from Graham Holmes: 

‘Nothing of major importance to report regarding the Playing Fields, litter is a constant problem and it would appear that a lot of it left by the Primary School children. They also continue to damage things in particular the plastic fencing protecting the goalmouths, a new Head Teacher has been appointed so a word with him may well now be in order.

Just a few other points:

- The kickboard is showing signs of wear and tear and the lower marine ply sections may soon need replacing.

- Some of the village youngsters have asked for one of the small goals to be made bigger (as near as full size as possible), if the Parish Council agree the football club will arrange for this to be done.

- The football club re-turf/re-seed the goal areas at the end of each season and are happy to continue to do this, however, the playing field itself could do with over seeding. As you look towards the Hills the left hand side grows well as this was re-seeded quite a few years ago, but the centre and right hand sides have become quite sparse. The approximate cost of the appropriate seed is around £240 and I wondered if the Parish Council would have funding available to cover this.

Finally I see that the contractor has started mowing again and I will monitor the situation to see if we can save a couple of cuts in the summer months if we get a dry spell!’
 Action: The Clerk to include the points raised for discussion at the next meeting. 
67/13
Environmental Matters
a) Verge Project – £250 had been received from DCllr Perry ward grant to go towards the cost of the project.
68/13
Correspondence

a)  Kempsey Neighbourhood Area Designation Consultation -Malvern Hills District Council received an application for the designation of a Neighbourhood Area from Kempsey Parish Council and invited comments – the detailed email with link was circulated prior to meeting.
69/13 
Finance:   
a) Payment of Accounts:  Members approved the payments of accounts as in the presented schedule (attached). 
b) Quarterly Report: The report for the final quarter had been circulated prior to the meeting.
c) To receive notification of payment of £2500 from the Estate of Anne Ballinger: The Parish Council had been left the sum of £2500 to be used for the benefit of the parish. It was agreed that this money would be ring fenced and ideas for possible uses for it discussed at the next meeting.   

Action:  The Clerk to send a letter of thanks to Anne’s family via the Solicitor.
70/13 
Topics Raised by Councillors, Committees and Parishioners

a) Availability of gas within the Parish - DCllr Morgan had asked the Clerk if the Council would consider a petition/survey to gage the interest of having mains gas in the parish. The request was discussed and it was agreed that similar activities had been undertaken several times in the past and the costs had always been too high and that a new exercise would only deliver the same conclusion.
Action:  The Clerk to advise DCllr Morgan it had been looked into in the past. 

b) Road Rage Petition – A copy of the Road Rage Petition had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was agreed that details on how to report pot holes and the poor state of the roads should be included on the website and in the Parish Link. 
Action:  The Clerk to put details on the website and in the Parish Link. 
c)
The grass verge owned by Nexus Housing: The Clerk had contacted Nexus and agreed to meet them at the site to discuss the up keep of the area.
Action:  The Clerk to arrange a site visit with Nexus Housing to request work is undertaken.
d) Cycle Route – Cllr Adeney had circulated an email regarding issues with children cycling to the High School and vehicles on the road. It was agreed that something needed to be done urgently to make the cycle route to the High School safer for the children. 
The poor state of several roads within the parish was also commented on and opinion was so strong that it was decided to contact the press. It was agreed to place the topic on the agenda for a full discussion during the next meeting    
Cllr Atkinson to speak to Cllr Adeney about contacting the press.
71/13
Items for Future Agendas
a) Anne Ballinger gift
b) Cycle Route

c) Playing Field works and repairs
72/13
Date of Next Scheduled Meetings:
16th May 2013 The Annual Parish Meeting followed the Annual Meeting of the Parish
The meeting closed at 8.05 pm 

          Signed   ………………………………   Date: 16th May 2013
                       


                               Chairman
Appendix 1:
Schedule of Payments & Receipts 18th April 2013
Payment of Accounts:  The under mentioned accounts were approved:   
	Apr-13
	New Farm Grounds Maintenance
	Mowing March
	275.40

	
	Worcestershire Calc
	Annual Affiliation
	558.51

	
	Playsafety Limited
	Annual Inspection
	78.00

	
	Peter Sauntson
	March Lengthsman
	325.00

	
	Hanleys' Village Society
	Section 106 Contribution
	925.00

	
	Hanley Swan Village Memorial Hall
	Annual hall hire 12-13
	115.00

	
	 
	Total Cheques raised
	2276.91


Signed   ………………………………………       Date: 16th May 2013
                       


                  Chairman
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