HANLEY CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday, 20th June 2013 starting at 7:00pm in Hanley Swan Village Hall.

Present:  
Councillors:
Sue Roberts (Chairman) Tony Atkinson John Taverner 
Wendy Roberts-Powell Sue Adeney Robert Lamb Francis Harcombe (arrived at 8pm)
Apologies: Cllr Bass
In Attendance:  
Rebecca Abunassar (Clerk) Mike Morgan (DCllr) Val Fare & David Read  (Parish Link) Peter Sauntson (Parish Lengthsman) Colin Rowley (PPW)
94/13   Welcome:  The chairman welcomed all present and explained the Chair of Governors and Head Teacher from Hanley Castle High School were unable to attend but will be invited to the September meeting.  
Action: The Clerk to send out invitation to the September meeting. 
95/13  
Declarations of Interest
a) Register of Interests: Councillors were reminded of the need to update their register of interests. 

b) To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature: Cllr Roberts declared an interest in item 13 c i and ii and advised she would leave the room when they were discussed.
c) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature: None Declared
96/13
To Consider Written Requests from Councillors for the Council to Grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011):   None received.
The meeting was closed to allow parishioners present to speak on any matters relating to the Parish. 
The Editor of the Parish Link spoke to the Parish Council regarding their request they had submitted for a donation from the Anne Ballinger Estate (item 5 on the agenda). The email request had been circulated prior to the meeting.   

97/13
Minutes 
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 16th May 2013 having been previously circulated were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. The year 2013 was added to the date.
98/13
Matters Arising & Progress Reports not Listed elsewhere on the Agenda

a) Min 88b/12:  Notice board adjacent to the Former Hanley Castle Post Office:  The Planning Office advised that there are no restrictions on relocating the notice board unless it is onto Highways’ land which would require Highways’ permission. 
Action: The Chairman to organise the relocation.

b) Min 07a/13:
Milestones, Hanley Castle
Cllr Roberts had spoken with the Milestone Society and they were planning on visiting the route and photographing the milestones over the coming weeks.
Pete Sauntson confirmed he would strim around them and keep them tidy but was not able to paint them. 

Action: Cllr Roberts to arrange for the Milestones to be painted.

c)Min 69c/13:
Anne Ballinger gift

The request for £500 by the Parish Link was discussed and it was agreed by all that the gift would be more appropriately spent on capital expenditure rather than a revenue expenditure as proposed by the Parish Link. It was proposed by Cllr Taverner that the Parish Council donate £500 from the Parish Council funds to the Parish Link to assist the running of the magazine and address the issues raised by the Editor. This was seconded by Cllr Roberts and agreed by all. Cllr Lamb suggested the Parish Council ask to have a regular section in the Parish Link to keep the Parishioners updated on the Council’s work. The suggestion was agreed.


It was also agreed to continue to source ideas for the expenditure of the Gift. 

The possibility of purchasing a projector was also suggested whilst item 12 b was discussed. 
Action: Councillors to continue to source ideas and the Clerk to add the item to the next agenda. The Clerk to investigate the cost of purchasing a projector.
d)Min 70c/13 The grass verge owned by Nexus Housing: The Clerk updated the Council on her meeting with Lesley Pullen from Nexus Housing. The boundaries and land ownership were discussed and the Clerk is awaiting maps to clarify ownership and maintenance responsibility. Nexus have new ground maintenance contractors and advised they would be unable to address any section of land that did not below to Nexus. 
Action:  The Clerk to present the maps to the Council when received 

e)Min 70d/13: 
Cycle Route,  Cllr Adeney updated the Council on a meeting she had attended to discuss the possibility of a cycle route to the High School and informed the Council that Gerry Brienza was now also assisting.  
Action:  Cllr Adeney to email the Clerk with the points raised and discussed at the meeting.
99/13 Projects related to the Section 106 Funding:
a) Arts: The Clerk confirmed that payment had been received that day.  


Action: The Clerk to finalise a report to be sent back to MHDC to close the project off.

b) Cricket Club:  No update.  

c)  Parish Council: Updated quotations to be sought following the signing of the lease and the section 106 agreement process to be started. Cllr Roberts-Powell agreed to lead the project. 

Action: The Clerk to liaise with Susan Hughes regarding previous quotations and contractors and to speak to MHDC to start the Section 106 funding process. 
d) Youth: The project will be undertaken in July, exact date still to be confirmed. The funds have been requested for release from MHDC.
Action: Cllr Adeney to organise an official opening and the Clerk to write and thank Susan Hughes for all her hard work.
100/13
Planning: a) To consider planning applications referred by MHDC for comment:            


         13/000530/HOU
 replacement porch and erection of ground and 1st floor extension to the rear



1 Field View, Roberts End


After careful consideration Members raised no objections to the application.

b)  To consider under the Scheme of Delegation any Planning Applications received between publication of the agenda and the Meeting:
10/00666/HEX - Extension of time limit to commence development for    10/00567/HOU The Balconies, Hanley Swan.
After careful consideration Members raised no objections to the application 
c) Details of Decision Notices Received to-date:  
13/00436/HOU  
Single storey rear extension





Greenhayes Cottage, Hanley Swan




APPROVED: 18th June
d) Details of Appeal Notices Received to-date: None received
e) Possible Enforcement Actions Required: 
a. Walnut Lodge – No response received.   

Action: The Clerk to await response
b. Orchard House

Details of the exact location and map reference along with the Parish Council’s concerns had been resubmitted to MHDC Enforcement Officers.

Action: The Clerk to await response. 
101/13
Highway Matters

a) Report & Works for the Lengthsman:  Peter Saunston advised the Councillors of the problems with the VAS machine. It is thought to be a reconditioned one that Highways had provided but it has not worked properly for the last 2 months. The Clerk confirmed that no other parishes contacted appeared to have similar issues with their machines but they had all had them from new. The cost for a new machine would be circa £5000. Servicing the machine as advised by Gerry Brienza would be approximately £400.

Mr Sauntson had coppiced the willow tree at the end of the pond as it had split.

Footways continue to be a problem and need resurfacing in areas. 

The hedge at Picken End had been cut back but only as far as the School sign. It was agreed the field owner would need to undertake further work. 

Mr Sauntson also reported a drainage issue at Bowling Green. Water is held and comes across the footpath. It requires jetting before the winter.
Action: The Clerk to speak to Tom Wells to find out where the machine had come from and to find out if a replacement is possible. The Clerk to investigate costs of new machines. 
The Clerk to contact the field owner.

The Clerk to raise Bowling Green Lane drainage issue with the Hub.


b) Possible Speed Restrictions, Welland Road: The Clerk read out David Jew’s response to Mr Bunn’s email.  Possible solutions were discussed and it was agreed the count down strips in Hanley Castle work well and might be a solution.
 Action: The clerk to contact David Jew and suggest count down strips are considered.
102/13  
District & County Councillors Reports
a) District Cllrs Morgan & Perry: DCllr Morgan updated the Parish Council on current changes at the District Council, including working with an outsourcing company to handle the Revenues and Benefits work in the future. No redundancies would arise but £600,000 of savings were anticipated. It would be discussed on 2nd July at the full council meeting. DCllr Morgan also informed the Councillors that Hanley Road car park had been resurfaced with additional speed bumps.    
b)  County Cllr Tom Wells: The member was not present.
103/13    Reports of the:


a)  Parish Paths Warden: Report read out by Colin Rowley and circulated to the Councillors. It was also reported the bridge by St Mary’s Church had a plank that required replacement. Colin agreed to arrange. Following a discussion on the stiles located within the Parish it was agreed that Colin would confirm if all were in their official position or whether some had been moved. A question was raised by Cllr Adeney regarding a footpath that appeared to double back on itself. It was agreed that the routing of this path would be looked into.
 Action: The PPW to confirm positioning of stiles, arrange for replacement plank and speak with Cllr Adeney regarding the footpath.

b)  Pond Wardens:  Report read out by the Clerk
c)  Playing Field: No report received
104/13
Environmental Matters
a) Verge Project – Cllr Adeney reported that lots of brambles were appearing that would need to be strimmed or cut back in the future. The possibility of SSSI’s within the Parish was discussed and it was agreed that if some were present an article should be placed in the Parish Link to highlight them. 

Action: Cllr Adeney to contact the person who held the talk on SSSI. 
105/13
Correspondence
a)  Flooding & Drainage Mapping – The previously circulated email was discussed it was agreed that maps and information would be able to be submitted.

Action: The Clerk to respond to the County Council.
b) Electronic Consultation on Planning Documents – MHDC’s decision to stop sending paper copies of planning applications was discussed. It was agreed that the use of a projector would be more beneficial than a computer.

Action: The Clerk to investigate possible solutions and the costs involved. 

c) Public Notices Webpage – The Council were advised of MHDC’s development of a webpage to house all their public notices. It was agreed that the communication should be included in the Parish Link.
Action: The Clerk to arrange for the notice to be placed in the Parish Link. 
106/13 
Finance:   
a) Payment of Accounts:  Members approved the payments of accounts as in the presented schedule (attached):
b) Notification of receipts received: None Received. 

c) To consider Application for Discretionary Rural Rate relief from:

 i) Field Ltd, Unit 13 Hanley Workshops, Hanley Swan 

 ii) Mrs Rosalind Davies, Hanley Swan Village Stores, Hanley Swan
The Chairman declared an interest and left the room. The Vice Chairman took the Chair. Both applications were discussed and it was agreed to support their application for relief but not to contribute towards the cost required.  25% relief would be requested to be provided. Cllr Roberts returned to the room and the Chair.
d) Big Lunch:  The Parish Council Insurance 
Action: The Clerk to speak to the Insurance Company to ensure insurance cover is provided for the Big Lunch on 21st July
107/13 Topics raised by Councillors, Committees, Clerk & Parishioners:
a) Improving Visibility on a Blind Corner – Cllr Bass’ email had been circulated prior to the meeting and was discussed. It was agreed to investigate if ’30 mph bend approaching warning signs’ similar to the one in Severn Stoke could be used to warn motorists.

Action: The Clerk to speak to David Jew and Cllr Bass regarding the sign. 
108/13
Items for Future Agendas
a) Invitation to Jenny Mcgowran to attend the next meeting. 
109/13
Date of Next Scheduled Meeting:
18th July 2013
The meeting closed at 9.05 pm 

          Signed   ………………………………   Date: 18th July 2013
                       


                               Chairman
Appendix 1:
Schedule of Payments & Receipts 20th June 2013
Payment of Accounts:  The under mentioned accounts were approved:   
	May Cheques for Approval
	 
	 

	Peter Sauntson
	May Lengthsman
	39.00

	Rebecca Abunassar
	May Clerk duties
	328.88

	Susan Hughes
	April & May Section 106 duties
	243.12

	Open Spaces
	Annual Subscription
	45.00

	Monster Play
	10% Deposit
	1619.00

	 Cartridge World
	Ink for Printer
	30.00

	
	Total
	2305.00


Signed   ………………………………………       Date: 18th July 2013
                       


                  Chairman
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