LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday 23rd July. 
Present:           
Mr J Sharp (chairman)


Mr S Seymour

Mr M Gloster



Mr B Tasker


Mr B Porter



Mr G Jones


Mr P Hawkins



Ms C Hall






Mr R Husband



Mr A Warburton (District Councillor) – part meeting



Mr D Armitage- Malvern Hills AONB



19 members of the public

1.    WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from Mrs M Cooke, Mr D Taylor, Mr P Tuthill and Mr D Hughes
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS
Mr G Jones and Mr P Hawkins declared an interest in planning application 13/00738/OUT and Ms C Hall declared an interest in planning application 13/00771/FUL
Meeting closed for Open Forum

3. OPEN FORUM 

Malvern Hills AONB presentation – David Armitage gave an overview of the work of the AONB, noting that only a small area of the parish falls within the AONB boundary. He introduced a questionnaire, the results of which will be used in the production of the 2014-2019 Management Plan.
This was passed to Mr Tasker for completion by the Neighbourhood Planning Group. 

Mr Warburton questioned the role of the AONB in planning and requested that a stronger stance to taken in resisting some planning applications.

The chairman thanked Mr Armitage for attending and he left the meeting.

Planning Application 13/00738/OUT – Land off Hop Pole Green
A representative of the Hop Pole Green residents explained the strong local opposition to the above development on the following grounds:
· The land in question is not designated for development within the SWDP

· Allowing development on land outside that agreed under the SWDP would set a precedent for further applications

· The land was not put forward for inclusion in the SWDP

· The land is outside the village boundary

· Leigh Sinton has neither the infrastructure nor the facilities to support further development

· The village school is already oversubscribed

· Hop Pole green is a narrow residential road. Sherridge road is narrow and busy and the junction offers limited visibility, particularly when approaching from the Hereford side 
· Hereford Road is already congested

· The proposed planning layout leaves considerable potential for further development

· Any new development on this side of the river will worsen the already congested route to the M5

· Sewage facilities in Hop Pole Green are already overloaded and prone to overflow
· There is already a supply of homes in the system sufficient for the next 5 years demand
· There is no viable plan for the disposal of the additional surface water that will result from increased hard surfacing – this problem has been highlighted by the South Worcestershire Land Drainage Partnership

· There is documented evidence of Great Crested Newt on the site

The Chairman thanked the action committee for their input and noted the application would be discussed under item 6c.

There being no further comment from the floor, the meeting was re-opened.
4.
MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 28th MAY 2013 
Having previously been circulated, the minutes of the parish council meeting and annual meeting held on 28th May were confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

5.
 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES
a) Worcestershire County Council –.No report
b) Malvern Hills District Council – Cllr Warburton reported that the District Council had provided support to some areas in the district with poor broadband coverage. He also noted that the shared services revenues and benefits operation in Pershore will be sold off to a company which will retain the staff and sell its service to councils. This will avoid redundancies that would have otherwise resulted from the introduction of Universal Credit. 
Picking up on the issue of broadband, the Chairman reiterated the importance of all residents and business owners in the area registering their interest in high speed broadband on the WCC website.
The chairman thanked Cllr Warburton and he left the meeting

In relation to MHDC, the chairman reported that it is the intention of MHDC planning department to stop sending out hard copies of planning applications by the autumn. The possibility of purchasing a screen and projector to facilitate the viewing of planning documents during meetings was proposed by Mr Gloster, seconded by Mr Tasker and agreed by all. The clerk to contact the hall chairman to seek permission for installing a pull down projector screen.
6.
PLANNING
a) Minutes of the planning committee meeting held on 25th June.
Having previously been circulated, the minutes were accepted and signed.

b) Matters arising from previous minutes

Affordable Housing, Bank House site – it was noted that the objection previously registered by Little Growbags Nursery has now been resolved and withdrawn. It was also noted that the heights had been shown incorrectly on the plans viewed at the last meeting, but that the build on site was correct. Highways have confirmed that visibility at the site entrance is acceptable and work on site can now be resumed.
Regarding the additional entrance opened up to the Bank House site, the chairman has raised the matter with the enforcement officer and the conditions imposed under the existing planning consent are to be reviewed.

c) Planning applications received.

	L&B ref  
	MHDC ref
	Application
	Location 
	PC

response
	Summary of reasoning

	13/10
	13/00738/OUT
	Outline application for the erection of 9 dwellings (3 affordable)
	Land off Hop Pole Green
Leigh Sinton

Worcestershire
	Recommend 
refusal
	Note 1.

	13/11
	13/00771/FUL
	Change of use of land to provide access and turning area
	Elm Hurst Farm
Hereford Road

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5EA
	Recommend refusal
	Note 2


Note 1. Mr Jones and Mr Hawkins, having expressed an interest in this application, left their seats and took no part in the debate. 
The planning application and the objections put forward by the Hop Pole Green Action Group were considered and discussed at length. 
Following discussion it was proposed that the parish council recommend refusal on the following grounds:
· The sewage infrastructure in Hop Pole Green is already overloaded and prone to overflow.  It does not have the capacity to support the increased demand that would be result from the proposed development.

· The hard surfacing associated with the development would increase the risk of flooding in the area which is already subject to flash flooding. The South Worcestershire Land Drainage Partnership has highlighted the absence of a viable plan for dealing with surface water drainage.

· The road layout proposed in the development plan leaves considerable potential for further development on adjacent land, extending the village boundary further.

· The properties proposed, with the exception of the 3 affordable homes, do not meet the local need for properties suitable for first time buyers and those who wish to downsize but remain in the village.
The proposal was carried six votes for, none against with one abstention.

Note 2. Ms Hall, had declared an interest in this application and took no part in the debate. Following discussion Mr Gloster proposed that the Parish Council recommend refusal on the grounds that the land concerned is within the significant gap between Leigh Sinton and Malvern and there is no need to extend the residential boundary. Mr Sharp seconded and the proposal was carried.
d) Planning decisions received from MHDC.
13/00533/FUL

The Fold




Approved
13/00589/HOU

1 Somers Close




Approved

e) Neighbourhood Planning Group update. – Mr Tasker reported that the next meeting will be on 5th August and the draft questionnaire will be considered.
7.
TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) Highways Matters

1. School Warning signs – The chairman reported that the final cost for a sign that can be operated from the school is £2013, including fitting. The additional cost over and above the £1500 budgeted will be met by County Cllr Tuthill from his discretionary fund.
·        2.     Dingle Lane – Drainage problems and potholes –The drain clearance work carried out using the jetter has improved the situation. To be removed from the agenda.
3. Bransford roundabout – white stop line – The work has still not been carried out. The matter to be followed up with Mr Brienza.
4. Overgrown Hedge – Bank House – Mr Gloster has spoken with the green keeper and was informed the hedge could not be cut until mid-July due to nesting birds. Mr Porter noted that the hedge is very overgrown, also in Chapel Lane. Mr Gloster to follow up with Bank House.
5. Condition of road between Leigh Brook Bridge and Leigh Lodge – Some work has been carried out. The matter to be removed from the agenda.
6. Accidents and speeding on the A4103 – The clerk had reported the matter to Mr Brienza who had said that Traffic Management would require that the support of the county councillor before conducting an investigation. A response is awaited from County Cllr Tuthill. The chairman noted he would be meeting Mr Tuthill in the near future and would also raise the matter with him then.
Mr Porter made the point that not all road traffic accidents are appearing in the monthly incident report we receive from the police. Since these are the statistics that will be used when requests to lower speed limits are considered, it is essential that all accidents are recorded. The chairman agreed to raise that matter with the police. 

Mr Porter also suggested that future accidents are minuted so the parish council has a record. He referred to an accident outside The Fold on the afternoon of July 6th attended by the air ambulance. It was proposed that Mr Brienza be approached re siting the VAS at this location. The pole just beyond Chapel Lane was suggested as a suitable position.
7. Condition of road surface – Post Office Lane – The item has been reported on the hub.        (ref 5690689).
b) Play Corner – Kiln Lane. The next stage will be to contact Mr Price and inform him that planning permission will be sought for the development of the land at the school. Outline planning permission will also be sought for the Kiln Lane plot. The chairman to follow up. 
c) Jubilee Garden – Item carried forward to the next meeting.
d) Bransford Flood Prevention – It was noted that further drainage work is being undertaken in the vicinity. Item to remain on the agenda.
e) Play area and lay-by development – Leigh Sinton Primary School
-.Covered in item b.
f) Completion of agreed works at Bank House site – The item to be removed from the agenda
g) Dog fouling notices – Suckley Rd/ Leigh Sinton – The clerk has been informed that MHDC has no     budget for notices at the present time and is waiting for confirmation that the parish council can purchase and put up its own signs.
h) Repairs to Bransford play area – Mr Seymour has been informed that the community payback team are now contracted to WCC and are unable to undertake our work due to lack of time. The outstanding work required by the latest ROSPA report is fitting plastic sleeves to the swing chains and replacing timber, which Mr Porter agreed to deal with. It was suggested that the scouts be approached regarding painting the swing posts.
i) Upgrade of VAS sign – The sign has been upgraded and is now recording speeds and times.
j) Problems caused by horses on roads and footways – Ms Hall has been in touch with the British Horse Association, who have provided notices detailing the rules that riders must adhere to on the roads. She also suggested that the parish council pay for an instructor to deliver a road safety training session at one of the local livery yards. It was proposed by Ms Hall, seconded by Mr Gloster and agreed by all that the parish council should fund a training session up to the cost of £100.

The clerk and Ms Hall to liaise re producing a covering letter to accompany the notices, also advising riding schools that a training session will be offered.
k) Vacancy for parish paths warden – The chairman informed the meeting that Phil Saunders had agreed to take on the role and has collected all the relevant information from Terry Eddon.
l) Overgrown hedge obscuring footpath – Farr View- The matter has been attended to.
m) Parish council contact details and security procedures
The chairman referred to a training session he had attended with the clerk earlier in the year and proposed that the following changes to parish council procedures recommended at the session are adopted:
i)  Financial Regulations should be reviewed annually. Proposed by Mr Sharp, seconded by Mr Tasker and agreed by all – the regulations to be reviewed at the September meeting.

ii)  Email address. A dedicated email address that can be accessed by nominated councillors in the absence of the clerk should be established – agreed at the April meeting.
iii) Telephone contact number. Currently the clerk’s home telephone number is used for the public to contact the parish council. This means that the clerk can be called during unsocial hours and during holiday or sick leave, and if the clerk is away the public cannot contact the parish council. The chairman proposed that a dedicated mobile phone and contract be establishes for use by the parish council. Seconded by Ms Hall and agreed by all.

iv) Online data back-up. All parish council data is held by the clerk on the council’s laptop and backed up onto a memory stick. However, the laptop and stick are held at the same location and could be inaccessible to the council for a variety of reasons. The chairman proposed that the parish council arrange a contract for an online back-up facility; seconded by Mr Seymour and agreed by all.

v)  Passwords. The parish laptop should be protected with a unique password. Proposed by Mr Seymour, seconded by Ms Hall and agreed unanimously. 

     A copy of the laptop, email and voice messaging service should be placed in a sealed envelope and held by nominated members of the council.
vi)  Website. It is important that all information appearing on the parish council website conforms to parish information policies and current legislation. To ensure compliance it was proposed that either the clerk, chairman or vice-chairman should approve all material to be placed on the Leigh & Bransford website. Proposed by Mr Gloster, seconded by Mr Seymour and agreed unanimously. 

n)  Trench adjacent to footway – junction of Stocks Lane/A4103

The Highways Department had inspected the trench and taken the view that it did not constitute a hazard and required no further action. The consensus in the meeting was that the trench is dangerous and requires a post and rail. The chairman to raise with Mr Brienza.
 8.
CONDITION OF FOOTWAY – ADJACENT TO LAY-BY, ORCHARD WAY
  
The chairman had reported the poor condition of this stretch of footway on the hub and been informed by the Highways Department that it required no action. The chairman to follow the matter up through Mr Brienza.
 9.         PROBLEMS CAUSED BY RAGWORT INFESTATION THROUGHOUT THE PARISH

Mr Porter reported that ragwort is becoming a problem throughout the parish. The chairman to raise with Mr Brienza.

10.
OVERGROWN VEGETATION OPPOSITE STOCKS LANE TURNING ONTO A4103
The visibility fencing opposite the Stocks Lane turning is obscured by overgrown vegetation. It was also noted that a public footpath running through the same field needs to be reinstated and that hedges need to be cut back on the A4103 opposite the black and white cottages. The clerk to contact Mr Froggatt requesting that these matters be dealt with.

It was noted that there is a similar problem at the end of Chapel Lane and Mr Gloster agreed to contact The Bank House.
11.
FINANCE

a)   Accounts paid and received 

Paid 

MHDC



Rural rate relief – Bransford Service Station
£147.19


MHDC



Rural rate relief – Post Office


£60.35


BGS



Lengthsman – May



£285.00


J Barker


Clerk – June




£612.08

Received

None
b) Accounts passed for payment
Suckley Parish Council

Upgrade to VAS camera


£125.00

BGS



Lengthsman – June



£252.00

P.A Gardiner


Grass cutting – playing field


£35.00
12. 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS
a. Affordable Housing Group 
- The chairman confirmed that the development is all back on track again and that the delay will not impact upon the completion date.
b. Footpath working Group – Dealt with in item 7k.
c. Memorial Hall – Mr Gloster reported that quotes and specifications are being obtained for the toilet improvements. The clerk was asked to write to John Gamble to obtain consent to fit the roll down projector screen in the hall.

d. Community Resilience Working Group – No report

e. Community Payback – dealt with under item 7h. To be removed from the agenda.
15.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Problems had been caused by the closure of Stocks Lane by Severn Trent on 19th & 20th July without notice. The chairman had contacted Brian Sharp in Highways who had confirmed they were able to do this in an emergency, but should put closure notices up. The chairman to take up with Mr Brienza.

The Lengthsman has been trying to obtain a replacement hi-visibility jacket from the Newland depot, but has been told they are no longer held there. The chairman to follow up with Mr Brienza.
Mr Jones reported an overflowing sewer close to the Post Office in Leigh Sinton. The clerk confirmed she had reported it to Severn Trent.

There are overgrown conifers at Malvern House, Leigh Sinton, obscuring the visibility for anyone crossing the road there. The clerk to contact the owners, Mr & Mrs Hartley, requesting they be cut down.
16.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 


Ms Hall had asked that the parish council consider a 7pm meeting start time. The matter was discussed and agreed unanimously.


The next Planning Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday 27th August and the next Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 24th September, 2013, both 7.00pm at The Memorial Hall.


Chairman.............................................

Date..................................................

367

