



26.

MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting held on Monday, 7th October 2013 
at  Offenham Village Hall
Members Present:
Parish Councillors:


Eric Canning - Chairman.

As per attendance register:   

Larraine Knight

Richard Evans

Michael Driver





Alan Cresswell

Jill Moran

Anthony Ward






David Kewley

In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)





Keith Wright, District Councillor 





Alistair Adams, County Councillor arrived 7.55pm.

13/128
Apologies


Cllr England – work commitment
13/129
To receive Declarations of Interest & updates to Members’ Register

Cllrs Driver & Ward for item 17 and Cllr Kewley for planning item.
13/130
To present prizes for this year’s garden and basket/container competition.

The Chairman congratulated the winners and presented prizes for this year’s competition.

13/131
Open Forum

See notes appended to minutes

13/132
Meeting re-opened and the Minutes of previous meeting were considered.
The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 2nd September 2013 were accepted as a true record. 
13/133
To be advised of any urgent matters (at the Chairman’s discretion)

None
13/134
The Chairman advised that due to having PCSO Wilkes present he would bring forward item 15.


To consider request for donation from “The Bobby Club” (West Mercia Police)

PCSO Wilkes reported to the council on the production of the magazine for the Bobby Club explaining that funding had to be raised to continue production for the benefit of children within the area.


It was agreed to support the Bobby Club with a donation of £25. Proposed MD Seconded AW.
13/135
Clerk’s Report:
· Street Lights


Lamp no. 14 situated in Myatt Rd was reported a faulty, repairs were made on the 30th September.

· Village garden.


It has been reported that an unknown gentleman has undertaken repairs to the seat in the village 
garden.

· Planning


Comments to the planning inspectorate in relation to land between Laurels Rd & Leasowes Rd are 
required by the 15th October 2013.

27.

· Training for Councillors/Clerk


CALC have advised that Richard Levett would be able to undertake Councillor training in the village at 
a cost of £50 per hour plus travelling costs.  It could be possible to invite interest from other parishes 
to assist with the cost.

· Cllr Knight and the Clerk attended a session organised by WDC to explain the forthcoming changes to New Homs Bonus scheme.  There will be no further payments for any new houses occupied from YR 4.  It was mentioned that those parishes who have not yet received monies or will be experiencing significant development may wish to appeal against this decision.  Some exceptions MAY be considered.


Council Tax support, discounts etc were discussed advising that the payment made to WDC from 
Central Government for parishes had been made up by WDC this year but in the next 4 years this 
would be reduced by 25% per year.  It was suggested that the shortfall would be 
in the region of £100 
however provisional calculations suggest that it may be nearer to £200.

· CALC training/networking event was held at County Hall on 25th September attended by Cllr Knight and the Clerk covering various topics including training for Councillors, Budgeting and changes to precepting and Localism.

· Standards training was held by WDC on 2nd October attended by Cllr Knight, Cllr Moran, Cllr Kewley and the Clerk. Details will be circulated with correspondence.

· Finance


Half year precept has been received.

13/136
To receive correspondence

Circulated during meeting

13/137
To receive feedback from Councillor Knight in relation to an offer by David Wilson Homes to support the village hall project

Cllr Knight advised that she had been contacted by DWH who had confirmed that they would be able to provide some help for the Village Hall refurbishment programme.  Cllr Knight provided contact details to Martin Roberts (VHC) and the architect assisting with the refurbishment.
13/138
To consider the most effective methods of communication for councillors between meetings and the introduction of new committees.

Various discussions took place resulting in the majority of Councillors not wishing to establish additional committees and to continue using emails for updates between meetings.
13/139
To consider making a contribution towards the production of the Parish Magazine.

Defer to next meeting.

13/140
To consider invitation from Cllr Adams for a Parish Councillor to become a Governor at Offenham First School.

No councillor is currently able to commit sufficient time to fulfil the role.
13/141
To consider request from Cllr Adams to consider support for his proposal for signage to direct HGV traffic.


It was considered that the responsibility for directing HGV traffic fell with Kanes Foods who would be expected to have directional signage within the depot to direct drivers to the appropriate highway.  Members agreed not to support Cllr Adam’s request for amended signage.

13/142
To consider response to the consultation for the proposed WDC Local Enforcement Plan (to manage enforcement proactively) required by 18th October 2013.

It was agreed to accept the document as written without the need for additions or amendment.

28.
13/143
To consider costing for the removal of obsolete street lamp pole situated on junction from Laurels Rd & Boat Lane.

A verbal quotation of £75 had been received (to be confirmed). It was agreed that on receipt of written confirmation the quotation should be approved.  Proposed LK Seconded RE.
13/144
To consider request from Wake committee for a donation towards the cost of insuring the maypole.

Cllrs Ward and Driver left the room.  It was agreed to continue to support the wake committee in the provision of insurance for the maypole at the requested amount of £350.  Proposed AC Seconded JM.
13/145
To consider responses from volunteers to assist with the preparation of a Parish Plan.

Lesley Hope had agreed to assist with the plan but had advised that she was involved with the Village Hall Committee and so may be limited in time available.  Richard Crook has offered his services advising that he may also assist in the future should OPC move forward with a neighbourhood plan.  Cllr Kewley also offered to assist with the Parish Plan production.  
13/146
Member & committee reports:

Neighbourhood Watch
 - None

Parish Plan -  No additional report
VHC – None 
Disaster Emergency Plan – No further updates.
13/147
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc.
At bank:

Current account 0649818
£       
4163.52


as at  18.09.13

Deposit account 7277881
£  

  18234.86


as at  18.09.13 

FTD
3 month
£         10000.00

FTD      6 week

£
       10000.00

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	59
	001058
	Interiors by Ali Faulds
*
	912.80
	182.56
	1095.36

	60
	001059
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	440.00
	
	

	61
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	90.00
	
	530.00

	62
	001060
	Diane Cox – reimbursement for prizes
	144.92
	2.98
	147.90

	63
	001061
	Worcestershire CALC
	10.00
	
	10.00

	64
	001062
	Diane Cox – Admin
	25.61
	.58
	

	65
	
	
- Mileage
	73.60
	
	

	65
	
	
- Salary
	582.72
	
	682.51

	
	
	Sub total
	2279.65
	186.12
	2465.77

	66
	001063
	Offenham Village Hall
	17.50
	
	17.50

	
	
	Total
	2297.15
	186.12
	2483.27


13/148
To consider quarterly budget

Quarterly budget figures were inspected and approved. Proposed AW Seconded MD

13/149
To consider budget requirements for 2014/15

Various discussions took place in relation to the changes to funding from the District Council and the impact to Parish Councils.  It was widely considered that services currently supplied through the County and District will reduce and some responsibility will fall to Parish Councils. It was considered that some increase in precept may be necessary.  
29.

13/150
To be advised of planning matters including: 


Applications:

W/13/01951/AA  Crabtree Leys, Main Street, Offenham


Retention of flagpoles and flags


OPC comment – No Objection

Decisions:

W/13/00933/PN Dormy House, Three Cocks Lane

Agricultural Building and extension to glasshouse – Approved

W/13/01477/LB  Coombe Cottage, Main Street, Offenham

Single storey extension, main entrance doorway to be thatched and internal alterations - Approved

Appeals:


W/13/00696/PN  Land between Leasowes Rd and Laurels Rd, Offenham.


Development of 50 dwellings with 40% affordable.

Comments required by 15th October.

13/151
To consider attendance of event for Parish/Town Councils Neighbourhood Planning Seminar, on 22/10/ 2013

Cllr England advised prior to the meeting that she may be able to attend; Cllr Moran expressed interest if available.

13/152
To advise items for consideration at next meeting.  

· To consider request for chippings on PROW footpath.

13/153
To consider date & time of next meeting.  -  Monday, 4th November 2013 


Meeting closed at 10.15 pm

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council
Notes taken during Open Forum
Mr Brown stated that the PROW on either side of his land were unfinished, would it be possible to consider laying chippings to complete the walk.  
It was reported that signage was constantly being knocked over on the footpath from Kings Bank to the river.  The footpath warden stated that she had walked that particular path during the previous week and noted that everything was in order.  It appeared that damaged had been done within the last week.  The footpath warden will look into the issue.

There was a request that a bridge be put in place over the river.  Cllr Tony Ward stated that this had been looked into extensively in 2000 but it proved to be too expensive.  Cllr Richard Evans confirmed that he had spoken to Jem Teale at WDC recently and it was considered to be too costly.

PCSO Becky Wilkes introduced herself, stating that she was now covering Offenham, replacing PCSO Julie Pardoe.  She went on to explain how the Bobby Club was run.
County Councillor, Alistair Adams

Cllr Adams advised that WCC highways were in the process of attending to many roads in the county and were now in Offenham.  Ferry Lane and Three Cocks Lane were currently being addressed.  He stated that roads which were being patched would be surfaced dressed in the spring.  He mentioned that he had spoken to Dave Lavender, advisor to WCC highways about the drainage issues in Three Cocks Lane.
The speed signs on wheelie bins were now in place.

Broadband availability could be seen on a mapping system on the County website.

County were looking to save 100 million pounds by 2017. They were looking to outsource many services to save money and looking at cutting subsidies for rural buses.

District Councillor, Keith Wright
Cllr Wright reported that he had spoken to the landowner about the footpath off Three Cocks Lane.
He mentioned that he would be attending the appeal hearing in January and asked who would be attending.  It was suggested that names should be available at the next meeting.
It was mentioned that WDC Loyalty recognition awards were taking place; nominations could be made online by 22nd November.  Cllr Wright suggested that possible nominees could be from the VHC or the Youth Club.

He stated that he had been made aware of an email to Robin Walker stating that the area of land being considered for a possible CLT would now be offered for sale, no funding was available, it was therefore considered that a CLT for Offenham would not take place.

He went on to clarify SWDP figures and village categorisation.

Correspondence
· Various CALC updates
· Various circulars
· Standards Board training
· Confirmation of contractor insurance
· ICO certificate

· Western Power Unmetered supply cert
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