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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting held on Monday, 4th November 2013 
at  Offenham Village Hall
Members Present:
Parish Councillors:


Eric Canning - Chairman.

As per attendance register:   

Larraine Knight

Richard Evans

Michael Driver





Jill Moran

Anthony Ward

David Kewley

In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)
13/154
Apologies


 Alan Cresswell – work commitment, WDC Keith Wright – meeting and WCC Alistair Adams - personal
13/155
To receive Declarations of Interest & updates to Members’ Register

none
13/156
Open Forum

See notes appended to minutes

13/157
Meeting re-opened and the Minutes of previous meeting were considered.
The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 7th October 2013 were accepted as a true record. 
13/158
To be advised of any urgent matters (at the Chairman’s discretion)
· To consider request from Mrs Peters on behalf of RBL Ladies Section to plant poppies in the flower tub to commemorate the centenary of the RBL in 2014.

It was agreed to support Mrs Peter’s request, Cllr Ward to inform Mrs Peters.
13/159
Clerk’s Report:
· Street Lights


The clerk contacted Prysmian about the replacement of street lights with overhead power connection, 
it would appear that E-on are not yet in a position to undertake the job in it’s entirety for but further 
talks will take place at the end of this month.  If by the end of the year no further progress has been 
made, OPC will be forced to proceed by separately instructing both Prysmian and Western Power 
Distribution.  WPD require payment upon order.

· Training for Councillors/Clerk


CALC are undertaking a briefing for Councillors and Clerks on Thursday 21st November at County 
Hall from 7-9pm on “The latest on insurance and protecting your money”.


CALC could provide only one date in November which would coincide with village hall availability for 
localised Councillor training.  Richard Levett will not be undertaking any training in December so dates 
for January or February have been requested.  Neighbouring parishes have expressed interest in 
attending.
 


· Standing Orders update


NALC have supplied a new model for standing orders which should be available for next month’s 
meeting.
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· Village Hall


Lesley Hope of the VHC has been contacted on behalf of DWH to allow access to the hall for 
plastering the back room of the hall.  Lesley has agreed that the contractors may use the VH car park 
and has stated that she will advise the committee at the next meeting.

· Bannisters


The Clerk contacted David Keyte, who has been acting on behalf of Bannisters, for an update on their 
proposals to relocate.  Mr Keyte 
stated that a potential site had been found and that they have a “fair 
idea” of the figures required to re-coup the costs of relocating.  The cost was much higher than 
previously thought, the level of development required to cover costs was considered to be too 
excessive in numbers.  They were currently thinking of alternative measures. 

13/160
To receive correspondence

Circulated during meeting

13/161
To consider making a contribution towards the production of the Parish Magazine.

Cllr Driver advised that a specific cost could not currently be supplied.  It was suggested that perhaps an annual donation be considered.
13/162
To consider costing for applying chippings to PROW.

Various discussions took place including the issue with briars overhanging this PROW.  Cllr and PPW Jill Moran advised that she would instruct Maurice Parkinson to rectify this.  Cllr Moran advised that she had contacted County for advice and whilst they had no objection they were unable to make a contribution towards costs.  Cllr Driver advised that he may be able to source chippings. 
13/163
To consider any action in relation to possible changes to the Fire Authority. (Questionnaire on www.hwfire.org.uk)

It was suggested that a letter outlining concern for the cuts be sent including details of Offenham having the longest run of thatch properties in the county.  It was further mentioned that with cuts being made across all services it is unlikely that local consideration would be given.

13/164
To consider any action required in relation to the issues with HGV traffic signage in neighbouring parishes.

The decision not to support the request for amended signage during the previous meeting was confirmed but it was suggested that letters be sent to both Kanes Foods and Zenith Nurseries asking them to advise HGV traffic to use the designated route when leaving their premises.

13/165
Member & committee reports:

To receive report from Cllr England in relation to recent Neighbourhood Planning Event held by WDC

Cllr England was unavailable to supply report.


Neighbourhood Watch
 - None

Parish Plan - The clerk advised that with only 2 responses had been received for assistance with the plan therefore progress would be limited. 
VHC – None
Disaster Emergency Plan – Contact list has been updated.
13/166
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc.
At bank:

Current account 0649818
£       
5236.75

as at  17.10.13

Deposit account 7277881
£  

31235.61

as at  17.10.13 

FTD
3 month
£         10000.00

FTD      6 week

£
       10000.00
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Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	67
	001064
	N Power Ltd
*
	345.76
	17.29
	

	68
	
	N Power Ltd
*
	9.61
	1.92
	374.58

	69
	001065
	P D Haughtey
	280.00
	
	280.00

	70
	001066
	West Mercia PCC  (The Bobby Club)
	25.00
	
	25.00

	71
	001067
	The Wake Committee
	350.00
	
	350.00

	72
	001068
	Wychavon Sport
	6.00
	
	6.00

	73
	001069
	E-on
	87.50
	17.50
	105.00

	74
	001070
	E-on
	87.50
	17.50
	105.00

	75
	001072
	Diane Cox – Admin
	26.49
	1.09
	

	76
	
	
- Mileage
	19.20
	
	

	76
	
	
- Salary
	592.87
	
	639.65

	
	
	Sub total
	1829.93
	55.30
	1885.23

	77
	001071
	Offenham Village Hall
	10.50
	
	10.50

	
	
	Total
	1840.43
	
	1895.73


n.b  Items marked with asterisk * were signed prior to this meeting to comply with invoice requirements by Cllrs Canning & Driver
13/167
To consider budget requirements for 2014/15

It was agreed to approve the proposed budget for 2014/15 including the reduction in the clerk’s hours. Various discussions took place about the changes to council tax support and the effect that may be had on the final amounts received from the District Council.
13/168
To be advised of planning matters including: 


Applications:
W/13/02119/PP  St Martins, Main Street, Offenham

Erection of new entrance porch. 

OPC comment – No objection

Decisions:


W/13/01951/AA  Crabtree Leys, Main Street, Offenham


Retention of flagpoles and flags – Approved
W/13/01281/PN  Casa Mia, Three Cocks Lane, Offenham

Minor repositioning of proposed bungalow and repositioning of proposed garage to the existing bungalow Casa Mia to the north east side of the bungalow.  Amendment to previously approved application W/13/00371/PN - Approved.
13/169
To advise items for consideration at next meeting.  

· To discuss attendance at DWH appeal hearing in January.

· To consider action in relation to CCTV.

13/170
To consider date & time of next meeting.  -  Monday, 2nd December 2013 

Prior to the closure of the meeting, Cllr Driver asked if members would like him to attend the Remembrance service and arrange for the wreath on behalf of OPC.  All members agreed.

Meeting closed at 9 pm

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council
Notes taken during Open Forum
A resident enquired if the planning appeal for DWH for Laurels/Leasowes Rd had been decided because he had heard that contractors had been allocated to the site.  The Chairman advised that the Appeal hearing was set for 3 days in January so nothing would be decided until then.  It was mentioned that DWH had other sites within local villages currently being developed.
Mrs Evans reported that she had interrupted youths setting alight twigs and fireworks in the youth shelter on Friday.  She stated that she had emailed Becky Wilkes, CSO and copied the clerk into the email.  She stated that she would prefer to deal with the younger culprits who frequented the youth club.  The clerk advised that she had spoken to PC De Paris about the situation in the absence of the CSO who would not be back on duty until Wednesday.  Discussions took place about the youth shelter, concerns were raised that if the shelter was removed it could lead to damage to the play area or the hall.

There was mention of rubbish left on the recreation ground after each football match.  Clerk to advise Offenham Rovers.
Correspondence
· Various CALC updates
· Various circulars
· Copy of HW Fire Auth. Questionnaire
· WDC letter re precept

· Wychavon Sport

· New Homes Bonus statement

· Lloyds Bank

· Marketing material
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