
Strensham Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 26th September 2013 starting at 19:30 in Strensham Village Hall 
Present:
Councillors:
 N P Guilding (Chairman) 
C White  A Truscott D Wallbank
M Gribble 
P Ellis

Apologies:
Cllr L Gough DCllr Davis & CCllr Hardman
In Attendance: 
Rebecca Abunassar (Clerk) 10 Parishioners
26/13
Welcome & Apologies: Cllr Guilding welcomed all present
27/13 
Declarations of Interest & Dispensation Requests from Councillors



None received
28/13
Minutes:  The minutes of the last meeting had been circulated. No alterations were requested and they were signed off by the Chairman. 
29/13 
Matters Arising and Progress Reports:
a) Severn Trent Building: The Clerk was still awaiting a response from Highways and the County Councillor as to whether they will agree to block the road off as per Severn Trent’s Suggestion. Unfortunately it was noted it would be too late to prevent the current travellers who were camped on the roadside. Cllr Hardman and Highways had been informed of their presence and requested that they be moved on as quickly as possible. 
 ACTION: The Clerk to continue to chase to Jonathan Fraser & Cllr Hardman for a response on Severn Trent’s suggestion.

b) New Homes Bonus: The Clerk updated the Council on the New Homes Bonus Scheme following a meeting attended at Wychavon District Council. The Council is now unable to draw on the full £19,000 but does have £4800 in funds immediately available. In April an additional amount will also be released but it is anticipated that the scheme will not be able to continue so whilst it is the intention that the Parish Council will receive £19000 over the next 5 years that will be the maximum amount available from the scheme. 
ACTION: The Clerk to gather costs of ideas for voting on at the next meeting and to speak to the Village Hall Management Committee to see what funds they have available to assist with the wish list they have submitted.

c) Reported Pathway Problems: The two pathways that had received complaints from Parishioners have been reported to the Pathway Wardens who were investigating the issues and would contact the landowners to rectify the issues if required.

d) Lorries through the Village: Cllr Wallbank updated the Council on a meeting he and Cllr Gough had attended with the Environment Agency and Enforcement at the site of Harbour Wood. At the meeting Enforcement advised that the fact that the planning application was only for 180 lorry movements to accomplish the work was not a restriction. They felt that the fact that the applicant had misjudged the volume of material required to repair the bank of the lake should have been picked up by the Environment Agency at the time of the application. The Environment Agency said that Mr Reynolds was permitted to take 63000 cubic tonnes onto the site and as it was his property he was not restricted as to the quality of the material as long as it fell within the category of his licence. The meeting was felt to have been quite frustrating as it did not resolve the issue of how many more lorry trips would be made through the village and also when the lorries would stop. The Environment Agency did advise that every lorry driver is expected to hand over a ticket detailing the volume of the load and each ticket must be submitted to the EA. They apologised that there was a problem with their computer and they didn’t have the up to date figures on the volume that had been deposited there to date. But advised they would send the information when it was available. 
The meeting was opened up to the Parishioners present to discuss the problem and listen to any proposed solutions. Mr Reynolds arrived at the end of the discussion and informed the Council that the number of lorries would ease for a period as the Mythe project had been completed and all the soil had been removed. He could not say when the project would be completed. It was explained to him that parishioners were upset because the lorries were causing a layer of dust and debris to be deposited onto their homes and on the road. All they wanted to know was when it was going to stop and why the volume was so different to that stated by him in the planning application. There was also concern regarding the structural damage thought to be being done to the Alms Houses and other properties. He was asked if he could arrange for a road sweeper to regularly sweep the debris from the village to which he agreed.  
ACTION: The Clerk to gather the ideas discussed and to request the counter stripes from Highways if the movements start up again.
e) ROSPA Report:  A quotation had been obtained and it had been agreed to undertake the work required by ROSPA. Additional preventative work was also untaken on problem areas such as replacing the wobble boards and balancing poles. The cost was anticipated to be £500 plus materials. 
ACTION: The Clerk to inspect the work on completion, the Clerk to arrange for the closure sign to be put up prior to the next ROSPA inspection (March).
f) Broadband: It was reported that no further information had come from the central broadband team surrounding solutions for the village. 

ACTION: The Clerk to speak to the Broadband Project Team ahead of the next meeting.
 30/13
Planning:   a) To consider the following application referred by Wychavon for consultation:  None received

b)  To consider under the Scheme of Delegation any Planning Applications received  

            between publication of the agenda and the Meeting: None received


c)  Details of Decision Notices Received to-date: None received        
d) Details of Appeal Notices Received to-date: Wind Prospects MHDC
The Council were advised that Wind Prospects had withdrawn their appeal and had issued a statement of their intention to no longer continue with an application for wind turbines on the site.   

e) Details of enforcement action:



a) Harbour Wood – The Enforcement action was covered under item 29d/13.   



b) New build on Court Rd – The Clerk was still awaiting the report from the enforcement officer following his site visit. 



The strip of land surrounding the property had still not been addressed and soil was continuing to leak into the drain. The Lengthsman had been cutting the weeds down and it was agreed by the Council to request him to stop and to prevent the new residents assuming it is not their responsibility to maintain.   


ACTION: The Clerk to continue to liaise with the Enforcement Officer specifically over the drainage and the pavement. Also to request the Lengthsman refrains from attending to the land that was planned to be the pavement. 
   31/13      Highways Matters
a) Report & Works for the Lengthsman – 
A summary of the Lengthsman work around the village was provided. 

Highways were meant to have repaired the collapsed drain outside The Old School House prior to the meeting but the work was postponed. 
b) Concerns were reported about the state of the trees lining Twyning Road especially the ones on the edge of Strensham Court Mews. Lorries have to use the middle of the road due to low overhanging branches. Also it was raised that branches might come down if there were strong winds. 

ACTION: The Clerk to speak to Highways to request the new date for the repair work on the collapsed drain. 

The Clerk to contact Mr Mann and ask if the over hanging trees could be cut back to prevent an accident on the Twyning Road. 
32/13
District & County Councillors Reports: for information

a) District Cllr Ron Davis – A copy of DCllr Davis report was read out. It was noted that the District Council had agreed to stop collecting the food bins to achieve a saving of £550,000 a year. Only 19.4% of Residents use the service and therefore it was expensive to run.


b) County Cllr Adrian Hardman – Councillor not present                 
33/13
Correspondence
a)  Harriet Baldwin – The Council and Parishioners were reminded that a Surgery was to be held by Harriet Baldwin MP in the Village Hall the following day and they were urge to go and raise the issue of the lorries and other issues they felt were impacting on village life.
34/13
Finance:   

a)  Payments of Accounts: The Council approved the following payments of accounts:
	Date
	PAYEE
	Description
	Cheque No.
	Amount

	30/08/13
	Mr R Williams
	August Lengthsman Duties
	493
	192.00

	02/09/13
	Wychavon Sport
	District Games
	494
	6.00

	02/09/13
	LA Garden Services
	July & August Cuts
	495
	230.00

	
	
	Total Paid Out
	
	428.00


b) The following receipts were received: £2249 from Wychavon DC 2nd half precept.
35/13
Topics raised by Councillors, Committees, Clerk & Parishioners:
a) Missing Pathway – The Clerk had received an email from Mr Sawyer asking about an old pathway that he thought went from the church to the lock but was not sign posted. The Councillors discussed the pathways that were in that area and no one could recall one that led down to the lock. The Clerk had already sent Mr Sawyer the link to the County’s Pathways page and it was agreed that no further could be done.  
b) Safer Route for Pedestrians – An email had been received from Mr Langley asking if the New Homes Bonus money could be used to make the road safer for pedestrians walking to Lower Strensham. It was agreed that the Safer Roads Partnership would be contacted to see of they would be able to assist with ideas on how to make the road safer for pedestrians and cyclists. The possibility of imposing a lower speed limit was discussed but confirmation was required as to whether the road met the conditions set by Highways to have a lower limit imposed. 
ACTION: The Clerk to contact Safer Road Partnerships and Highways. 
c) Litter - Cllr Wallbank asked if the Council would organise a litter pick as has been done in previous years. A discussion ensued on litter within the village and it was agreed the majority of it came from the Services due to their lack of secure fenc
d) ing around the perimeter. It was requested that the Operations Director of the site be contacted and asked how Roadchef were progressing with the action he promised would be taken when he attended a Parish Council meeting.
  ACTION: The Clerk to contact the Services Operations Director and Cllr Wallbank to organise a village litter if still considered appropriate.
36/13 Date of next meeting:   
14th November 2013 was the date set for the next meeting. 
The meeting closed at 8.35pm.

Signed:   Rebecca Abunassar




       Date:   08/10/2013
___________________________________________________________________________________
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