
LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.00pm on Tuesday 24th September. 
Present:           
Mr J Sharp (chairman)


Mr S Seymour

Mr M Gloster



Mr G Jones


Mr P Hawkins












4 members of the public

1.    WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from Mr B Tasker, Mr R Husband, Mr B Porter, Mr D Taylor, Mrs M Cooke, Mr P Tuthill and Mr D Hughes
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS
Mr G Jones and Mr P Hawkins declared an interest in planning application 13/00738/OUT 
Meeting closed for Open Forum

3. OPEN FORUM 

Les Wilkinson reported that the planning application 13/00738/OUT, Hop Pole Green would be on the agenda of the Northern Area Development Control Committee on Wednesday 2nd October and planning officers had recommended its approval. He voiced concern that the objections previously submitted by the parish council were not valid under the new national planning policy framework, which states that issues raised in objection must demonstrably and significantly outweigh the benefits of the development.

Barbara Davies, representing the residents of Leigh Sinton, then spoke on the amended Hop Pole Green application, raising the following points:

· The latest amendment, changing the affordable housing on the site from 3 x 3 bedroom houses to 4 x 2 bedroom houses, has only been done to comply with Malvern Hills District policy CN2. No additional space has been allocated, hence the houses and gardens are very small and no additional parking has been provided. Peter Newman from MHDC housing has recommended that the developers rethink the relationship of the affordable homes with their gardens and parking and also

their relationship with the market homes on the site. 
· This development (and the CALA homes proposal for Kiln Lane) would provide s106 type affordable housing rather than rural exception type and therefore is not limited to meeting local need.

· The proposed turning area is too small to allow a refuse vehicle to turn. (noted by Sally Everest, WCC Network Control Manager)

· The design does not comply with the legal requirements stated in the Manual for streets as regards regulations for the storage and collection of waste, minimum street width and maximum recommended reversing distances for refuse and fire service vehicles.

· The proposed development does not comply with MHDP policy DS3 regarding a safe and secure environment for pedestrians, cyclists and people with disabilities.

· The planning statement supporting the application refers to the development contributing to the housing shortfall in the district. This is in direct contravention of the incoming policy of local neighbourhoods having more involvement in determining appropriate and sustainable local development.

· Contrary to DS1 and SWDP2 the site is located outside the settlement boundary for Leigh Sinton.

The parish council was asked to again object in the strongest possible terms to the proposed development and to be represented at the forthcoming NADCC.
It was noted that due to insufficient members to constitute a quorum, the council would not be able to discuss the application during the meeting, but having previously registered an objection, the parish council would be represented at the NADCC and would object on the basis of both the original and new information.
Colin Hunt spoke briefly in support of his application, 13/01049/OUT. It was noted that the site is an infill site with existing access and is already developed on three sides. He noted he had consulted the owners of the neighbouring properties who had no objection if the building is low rise.
There being no further comment from the floor, the chairman thanked the members of the public present for their contribution and the meeting was re-opened.
4.
MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 23rd JULY 2013 
Having previously been circulated, the minutes of the parish council meeting held on 23rd July were confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

5.
 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES
a) Worcestershire County Council –. There was no report, but the chairman commended Mr Tuthill for the proactive start he had made as a county councillor. Mr Tuthill has asked for ideas from his parishes as to how his discretionary allowance might best be used – suggestions were requested for the next meeting.
b) Malvern Hills District Council – No report
6.
PLANNING
a) Minutes of the planning committee meeting held on 27h August.
Having previously been circulated, the minutes were accepted and signed.

b) Matters arising from previous minutes

1. NDP group – projected costs

Information is awaited on projected costs for the current year, budget for next year and estimated grant income from MHDC.
2. NDP group – publication of minutes

There is nothing on the website or noticeboards as yet
3. Planning regulations – Bank House

The clerk had asked Paul Clements to ensure the new owners of the Bank House know the planning regulations that apply to them.
c) Planning applications received.

	L&B ref  
	MHDC ref
	Application
	Location 
	PC

response
	Summary of reasoning

	13/10
(rev)
	13/00738/OUT
	Outline application for the erection of 9 dwellings (3 affordable)
	Land off Hop Pole Green, 

Leigh Sinton, Worcestershire
	n/a
	Note 1. Therefore insufficient council members present to form a quorum

	13/15
	13/00551/FUL
	Siting of mobile home for purpose of holiday accommodation
	Pigeon House Farm

Dingle Road

Leigh
	Refusal
	See note 2.

	13/16
	13/01094/OUT
	Erection of a bungalow with accommodation in the roof
	Fir Tree House

Bransford

WR6 5JB
	Approval
	n/a

	13/17
	13/01027/LBC
	Strip off existing roof, repair/replace rotten timbers and re-fix original tiles
	Bank House Hotel

Bransford

WR6 5JD
	Approval
	n/a

	13/18
	 13/01152/HOU
	Conversion of outbuilding to form ancillary living accommodation
	Old Sandlin
Sandlin

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DN
	Approval
	n/a


Note 1. Mr Jones and Mr Hawkins had expressed an interest in this application.
Note 2. Following consultation with neighbouring residents and after discussion refusal was recommended on the following grounds:
1. Access to the site is via Dingle Road, a single-track road with dangerous blind bends.

2. The current arrangements for disposal of sewage from the site are inadequate and outfall water frequently comes to the surface.

3. There is already sufficient holiday accommodation at the location and any further development would be inappropriate.
d) Planning decisions received from MHDC.
13/00697/FUL

The Packhouse 

Retention of fence height

Approved
13/00252/HOU

The Gables

Extension to garage


Approved

13/00798/HOU

Dale Cottages






Withdrawn

Appeal decision: APP/J1860/A/13/2191235
Stitchens Hill Farm


Appeal Allowed

e) Neighbourhood Planning Group update. –  No update but the chairman noted the questionnaire is almost ready. The clerk was asked to write to chairman Peter King requesting projected costs for the current year, a budget for 2014/15 and an estimate of the grant the group expect to get from MHDC.
7.
TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) Highways Matters

1. School Warning signs – The signs have now been ordered. They can be programmed for 2 years as per the school calendar and should be operational before Christmas.
2. Bransford roundabout – white stop line – The work is complete. 
3. Overgrown Hedge – Bank House – Mr Gloster to follow up.
4. Accidents and speeding on the A4103 – The chairman has spoken with the Police Sergeant who has agreed that the parish council should be receiving information on road traffic accidents in the Parish. WCC have agreed that the VAS can be positioned on the pole carrying the roundabout sign, which will be moved slightly in the direction of Worcester to improve its visibility. It should be operational within two months.
5. Condition of road surface – Post Office Lane – The item has been reported on the hub.        (ref 5690689), no action taken as yet.
b) Play Corner – Kiln Lane.  The chairman to follow up
c) Jubilee Garden – The chairman has one quote for the work and is in the process of seeking two more.
d) Bransford Flood Prevention – The flood prevention work is now complete.
e) Play area and lay-by development – Leigh Sinton Primary School
-.The primary school has now completed the purchase of the land and is awaiting planning permission. The head-teacher has met with residents concerned about the development.
f) Dog fouling notices – Suckley Rd/ Leigh Sinton – MHDC have agreed to supply and install 10 signs. Locations requiring signs were identified as Leigh Sinton bus shelter, Hop Pole Green, Lynn Close, Kiln Lane, Suckley Road and Castle Green Farm Drive.
g) Repairs to Bransford play area – Mr Seymour has spoken with Paul Etheridge who has agreed the scouts will assist with work at the playground – dates to be agreed. Mr Porter has agreed to replace the deteriorated timber.
h) Problems caused by horses on roads and footways – The clerk to follow up with Ms Hall.
i) Parish council contact details and security procedures
i)  Email address. 
To be introduced at the same time as the new phone number.
ii) Telephone contact number. The chairman suggested that the clerk should organise a phone contract for the parish council at a maximum cost of £15 per month. Proposed by Mr Gloster, seconded by Mr Seymour and agreed unanimously.

iii) Online data back-up. - The clerk to look into the matter
iv) Passwords. - The clerk to organise.
vi) Website - Mr Deeley has been requested to pass all items for the website through the Chairman, vice-chairman or clerk before posting.
j) Trench adjacent to footway – junction of Stocks Lane/A4103 – Mr Brienza of WCC Highways has visited the householder concerned and there is now tape marking the trench.
k) Installation of pull-down projector screen

The Memorial Hall committee has agreed to the installation of a pull-down projector screen on the wall above the entrance to the hall storeroom. The screen will be purchased and professionally installed by the parish council and will then become a community resource, available for use by hall hirers. The Memorial Hall will take on responsibility for maintenance and replacement when this becomes necessary. The Hall committee requested that the mechanism by which the screen is operated is safely reached from a standing position, without the use of a chair or steps. The parish council agreed unanimously to proceeding on these terms. 
Mr Seymour suggested that a ceiling mounted projector should be considered and the possibility was discussed. It was decided that given the additional work that would be necessary to do this, and given that the screen will be needed within the next couple of months, that the parish council should go ahead with the purchase of a freestanding projector. The chairman suggested that a screen and projector of suitable quality could be acquired for around £600. Proposed by Mr Gloster, seconded by Mr Jones and agreed by all.
l) Condition of footway adjacent to lay-by – Orchard Way – The work has been completed.
m) Problems caused by ragwort infestation throughout the parish – It is too late to address the problem this year as it has now gone to seed. To be removed from the agenda.
n) Overgrown vegetation opposite Stocks Lane turning onto A4103 – The matter has been dealt with.
o) Overgrown vegetation – end of Chapel Lane – The matter has been dealt with.
p) Road closures without notification – It was agreed that in all but cases of emergency closure, sufficient notification is given. To be removed from the agenda.
q)
Overflowing sewer – Leigh Sinton – The overflow was from a private property close to the post office. There have been no problems over the past few weeks. To be removed from the agenda.
r)
Overgrown conifers – Malvern House, Leigh Sinton

  The owners of the property have been written to but no work has been carried out as yet. Mr Jones reported that the conifers are making it difficult for pedestrians to cross the road or use the footpath safely. The clerk to write to the owners again and also to report the matter to Highways.
 8.
REVIEW OF FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

Having previously been circulated, the regulations were reviewed. Mr Seymour proposed that they be accepted, Mr Gloster seconded and it was agreed unanimously.
 9.         CLERK’S SALARY 2013/14
It was proposed that the clerk be awarded the 1% pay rise agreed by the National Joint Council for Local Government Services, to be backdated to 1st April 2013. Proposed by Mr Seymour, seconded by Mr Jones and agreed unanimously.
10.
FINANCE

a)   Accounts paid and received 

Paid 

J Barker

Clerk – July



£609.49

BGS


Lengthsman & VAS – July

£337.00


BGS


Lengthsman – August


£180.00


BGS


VAS – August



£20.50


P.A Gardiner

Grass cutting (22/07)


£35.00


P.A Gardiner

Grass cutting (21/08)


£35.00

Received
b) Accounts passed for payment
Worcestershire CALC
Local Council Administration 9th Ed
£56.25

Grant Thornton

Fee re 2013 Annual Return

£120.00
12. 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS
a. Affordable Housing Group 
- The chairman reported that following a poll of parish council members, the name Fairways Close has been proposed for the affordable housing in Bransford.
b. Footpath working Group – The new parish paths warden, Phil Saunders, is still to be officially approved by WCC. Once he is fully in post he plans to resurrect the footpaths group.
c. Memorial Hall – Refurbishment of the toilet facilities is currently underway. Quotes are also being obtained for decoration of the hall.

d. Community Resilience Working Group – No report
13.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Mr Jones reported that the overgrown vegetation from numbers 6 and 7 Kiln Lane has not yet been dealt with. The clerk to write to both properties again, together with number 8 where there is also a problem.

Mr Seymour reported that stones have been placed at the boundary of a number of properties on Sandlin Road (between Sandlin and Chirkenhill). They are on the highway and are a danger to road users. The clerk to report to highways.

The chairman reported that the parish council has been asked to check that our grit bins are topped up for winter. The Lengthsman has been asked to deal with the matter.

A resident has reported that the footpath is overgrown between Post Office Lane and Webbs in Bransford. The Lengthsman has been asked to attend to it.
16.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 


The next Planning Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday 22nd October and the next Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 26th November 2013, both 7.00pm at The Memorial Hall.


Chairman.............................................

Date..................................................
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