
CASTLEMORTON PARISH COUNCIL

 Minutes of the Meeting of Castlemorton Parish Council held on 
Thursday 7th November 2013 at the Parish Hall, commencing at 7.30p.m.
	Present:   

In Attendance:


	  Cllrs: Angus Golightly (Chair) Mary Watts, Barbara Wilkes, Ben Wiggins, Anne Cotterell, Jerry Fryman and David Smallwood 

D.Cllr.Roger Cousins & Mrs C Leake (Clerk)


	Members of the Public:
	0


71/2013.  Apologies 

Cllrs.Beverley Bradshaw & Don Lupton - apologies received and accepted
72/2013. Declarations of interest

1. Register of Interests.   None
2. To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI) and/or Other Disclosable Interests (ODI) in items on the agenda and their nature.   Cllr. Wilkes reference item 78/13
3. To consider written requests from councillors for the council to grant a dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011)   No Requests
73/2013.  Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

It was RESOLVED that the draft minutes of the meeting of 5th September and extraordinary meeting of 17th September  2013 were a true record of those meetings.
74/2013. Highways
Ref Minute 64/13 - Public Meetings re speeding along B4208. Cllrs. indicated their appreciation to Cllr Smallwood for his time and effort in the preparation of 2 public presentations, on a journey along the B4208, firstly to parishioners and then including representatives of WCC. This was instigated following resident’s concerns on the increasing speed of traffic along B4208. A comprehensive document is now in the hands of the senior traffic engineer from WCC awaiting his comments. 
This has raised questions about the future of the bus shelter at the top of Feathers Pitch. It is a visibility hazard for those travelling along the B4208 and approaching a sharp bend at the top of the pitch. It also reduces visibility for those leaving dwellings at this point. Clerk to investigate ownership.
General Highways Report presented by Cllr. Smallwood and an update on outstanding issues. Overgrown hedges have become a particular problem this year and it is hoped the employment of mechanical hedge trimmers will cut them back as hard as possible. Resolved to employ local contractor (charges £26 per hour) for those areas to be managed by Parish Council and if necessary private land owners will be contacted by the Parish Council.
The recent highway (carriageway extension & footpath installation) work along past the school has been completed unsatisfactorily. It is hoped following site visits remedial action will solve the mix up between WCC and contractors. 
Also noted: 

Damage to Feathers Pitch Telephone Box by vandalism. BT to be contacted.

Agreed to purchase 17 tonnes of road scalpings at £80 for future car park.

75/2013 District Councillor Report

Included:

· Forthcoming civil enforcement with regard parking in the Malvern Hills District.
· SWDP – Inspector’s report returned indicating insufficient housing in the submitted plan. A further 8 weeks to identify extra areas for housing across the 3 districts with calculation assistance provided by the inspector.

· Strategic Review presently being carried out by MHDC. Various proposals submitted by the officers for consideration at forthcoming meeting.
· Contact has been made with the Romany gypsies presently camping in the village opposite Druggers End. No concerning issues at present.
Malvern Hills Conservators 
· Gullet Quarry – Inquests due to take place shortly on the death of 2 swimmers in the summer. Report received from ROSPA with matters to consider.

· Present local authority nominated representative (J Plant) on board of MHC retired. Awaiting official notification to seek new representative.
76/2013.  Finance Report 
Income and Payments
a) It was RESOLVED that the following income & expenditure be noted & payments be made:

	
	£
	£


	Description

	Balance

5th September
	
	10315.57
	

	Add Income
	
	
	

	MHDC
	2000.00
	
	Precept

	
	
	
	

	
	
	12315.57
	

	Less Expenditure at meeting
	
	
	

	Clerk Salary & Exps.
	289.28
	
	July/Aug/Sept

	Cllr. Smallwood Exps
	36.81
	
	Presentation/Fuel

	Castlemorton PCC
	350.00
	
	137 Grant

	
	
	
	

	Balance at close of meeting
	
	11636.48

	


Computer: Ref minute 63/13 Clerk reported that it was only necessary to purchase improved data storage equipment. It was RESOLVED that the sum of £100 plus VAT was available to purchase an external hard drive with storage case and memory stick. 
Audit:  Clerk reported the audit was completed satisfactorily on 9th September. No fee.

Precept: Request from MHDC for annual precept requirement by end of January and full explanation of this year’s calculation details. Clerk to email to Cllrs.
 77/11. Section 137 Grant

Upon receipt of a written request it was RESOLVED that a grant equal to that of last year of £350  be paid to Castlemorton  Parochial Church Council towards the upkeep of the churchyard. 

No written request from Hollybush PCC and attention was drawn to the local community’s efforts to maintain the Hollybush church room presently in the ownership of Worcestershire Diocese. It was suggested that this may be a building which could be recorded with MHDC as a Community Asset and more deserving of financial support. Clerk to seek clarification of present situation and
investigate process with MHDC.
78/2013.  Planning

 Report of planning applications received/decided since last meeting was noted.

Cllr Wilkes withdrew from discussion relating to 13/01168/FUL

Number

Address



Description
 
Status
	13/00869/FUL
	Land adj.The Plough Eight Oaks Castlemorton WR13 6BU
	Siting of a shepherds hut in the orchard
	MHDC Approval

	13/00989/HOU
	2 The Reddings Golden Valley Castlemorton WR13 6AA. 
	Erection of detached garage
	MHDC Approval

	13/01181/FUL
	Hollybed Farm, Hollybed St. Castlemorton WR13 6DB
	Conversion of a barn to single dwelling
	MHDC refusal

	13/01010/HOU
	Woodlands Castlemorton Common WR13 6LH. 
	Enlarge existing rear porch
	MHDC Approval

	13/01168/FUL
	Upper Orchard Cottage Hollybed St. Castlemorton WR13 6DB
	Proposed replacement outbuilding and change of use from residential cartilage to agricultural use.
	PC Recommend Approval

	13/01223/OUT
	Eight Oaks Farm, Eight Oaks Castlemorton. WR13 6BU
	Outline application with all matters reserved, for the erection of an affordable home (to be log cabin/mobile home type dwelling) to include auxilliary works.
	No details available yet.


All plans now sent from MHDC electronically.
 79/2013  Correspondence
A list of the Correspondence received, was advised by the clerk to councillors and hardcopies were available for Councillors to view.

Particular attention to letter/emails from:
	WCC Highways
	Winter Service Reminder

	Welland PC
	Neighbourhood Planning Meetings 2nd Wednesday every month at 7.30pm in the Hall. Hopefully decision by December.

	MH AONB
	Survey Work to be carried out

	MHConservators
	Proposed winter work on Malvern Hills & Common

	Morton Majestic
	Hire of Projection Equipment

	Email to WCC
	Request from PC to top up grit bin in Hollybed Street

	Care Choices Ltd
	Publication of 2013/14 Worcestershire Care Services Directory

www.carechoices.co.uk  0845 607 2000

	SWDrainage Partnership. Tom Palmer
	Drainage Mapping on going


80/2013.  Parish Hall Trust  
· Ref Minute 70/13  Awaiting return of amended draft transfer document which can then be presented to Parish Council solicitor for inspection/approval.
· Trust applying for a permanent alcohol licence and purchase of a freezer in place of the dishwasher.

· Ref Minute 62/13. Trust will pay annual hire fee for projection equipment to Morton Majestic, presently £100.

81/2013 Lengthsman.
Chairman confirmed the appointment of new Lengthsman, father and son, Philip and Simon Skeys. Meeting to be arranged with them to discuss proposed areas of work.

82/13 Meetings Attended & Reports
Cllr. Lupton – MHDC Overview & Scrutiny Committee included maintenance of fruit orchards and fuel poverty. Report emailed to Cllrs.
Cllr. Golightly – MHDC Parish/Town Conference included funding (precept setting), Section 106 and new Community Infrastructure Levy, management of local services and future conferences.(DCllr highlighted ‘Village Agents’ presently in some counties including Gloucestershire and employed/volunteer following training in the community to provide older people easy access to information and services).
Clerk – CALC Networking Event covering finances,performance and localism.

Clerk – CALC AGM

Clerk – CALC – Area Meeting. Guest Speaker Duncan Rudge.

and

MHC – 4C’s Meeting arranged for Tuesday 12th November.
.
83/2013.  Any Other Business/Items for the next Meeting: 
To include Budget & Precept setting with consideration to Parish Hall Trust finances in relation to car park project and progress of work.
84/2013.  Next Meetings
It was RESOLVED that the next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.30 pm on
 Thursday 9th January 2014 in the Parish Hall.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 10.30 pm. 
Signed .....................................................................................       Date...................................... 
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