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Minutes of the meeting of Newland Parish Council held in the Library of The Beauchamp Community at 7.30pm, Monday 1st July 2013.

Present:	Mrs H Jeavons (chair)			Mr T Yapp							Mrs O Craze				Mr T Roome	
		Mr S Patterson			Mr J Jenkins
		Cllr Tom Wells – part meeting
					
1.	WELCOME AND APOLOGIES	
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. There were no apologies.

2.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no changes to the Register of Interests or Gifts and Hospitality. 

3.	MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting and Annual Meeting held on 20th May 2013 were proposed by Mr Yapp, seconded by Mr Roome and accepted by all as a correct record of the proceedings.

4.	TO RECEIVE THE REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES
	Mr Yapp reported that Malvern Hills Conservators are starting work on a new 5 year plan.
Cllr Wells was expected to arrive later in the meeting and it was decided that this item should be returned to then.
	
5.	TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) SWDP 
A scoping screening application (13/00664/SCO) had been received in relation to the planned urban extension on the land North East of Worcester Rd, Newland. The application had been examined in detail by the Chairman and Mr Yapp, who noted in particular that the document referred to the development of considerably more than the 700 dwellings set out in the SWDP. It was also noted that the applicant sought to submit an Environmental Statement, using evidence dating back to 2009/10, rather than conduct a full Environmental Impact Assessment.
The Chairman had produced a response to the application, circulated to and agreed by all members of the parish council, calling for a full Environmental Impact Assessment to be conducted on the following grounds:
· The size of the site (51 hectares) far exceeds the threshold of 0.5 hectares indicative for a full EIA under the Town & Country Planning Act 2011
· The proposed urban extension will have considerable impact on the locality and the wider area
· The proposed development, as a built up environment, is totally different in nature to the existing agricultural land use.

 Mr Yapp noted that the developers appeared to be planning to develop the outside of the site first, suggesting that it would be very difficult at a later date to refuse further development on what would then be infill areas.
The transport document had also been studied and had shown that a second entrance onto the site, a one-way entrance for buses and emergency vehicles only, was proposed for Lower Howsell Road. 
The chairman stressed the importance of looking at and responding to every document produced regarding the development. She also noted that Gleesons had requested a meeting with the parish council and that they had been invited to make a presentation at an open meeting, the date yet to be agreed.

b) Speeding on Stocks Lane
In response to a letter from the clerk, WCC highways had taken the view that no additional signage was necessary and that the parish council should approach Cllr Wells regarding use of the mobile VAS in the village; the Safer Roads Partnership had agreed to discuss the matter again at their July meeting.
The matter was discussed and it was agreed that the main problem is enforcement. 
The effectiveness of ‘white gates’ on the roadside verge at the entrance to villages was discussed, the visual impact being to draw drivers’ attention to the fact that they have entered a village and should thus slow down. It was agreed that the clerk should contact Mr Brienza of WCC highways to investigate this possibility; also, to contact Tom Wells regarding including Newland on the VAS rota.

c) Debris on footway between the Beauchamp Community and roundabout
The hedge cuttings have now been removed.

d) Pothole on the Old Worcester Road
It was reported that some of the potholes have been repaired but that there are many left, including a deep one outside Mr Jenkins’ house. Road markings are also worn away and cat’s eyes displaced. The clerk to re-report, noting that Mr Yapp would be happy to accompany the highways engineer when the inspection is carried out.

e) Seating area outside Greggs
The clerk had reported the matter to the enforcement officer and a response is awaited. It was noted that the seating area now has Greggs signage around it and that part of the bay is currently being used to display second hand cars. The clerk to update the enforcement officer with these developments. 

f) Vacancy for a parish councillor
There had been no applicants. The matter was discussed, including possible co-optees, and it was agreed to carry the item forward to the next meeting.

Cllr Tom Wells joined the meeting at this point and the meeting heard his report, carried forward from item 4.
Stocks Lane speeding: 
The clerk had copied Mr Wells into communications with Highways and The Safer Roads Partnership in this regard. He agreed to contribute £1500 of his delegated budget towards the purchase of a VAS, either for sole use, whereby Newland PC would pay the balance of the cost, or to be shared with the neighbouring parishes of Madresfield and Guarlford, in which case the remaining cost would be split between the three parishes. It was noted that VAS cameras cost in the region of £2500, can be calibrated to either 30 or 40mph as required and have the benefit of recording the number of times the speed limit is broken, thus providing good evidence of areas where enforcement is required. The issue of insurance was raised and Mr Wells suggested that it might be easier for the VAS to be technically ‘loaned’ from WCC rather than be in the parish councils’ ownership. Moving the camera and charging the batteries would need to be done by the Lengthsman, at a cost that can be recharged. 
After discussion, the parish council agreed it would like to pursue the purchase and the chairman agreed to contact Madresfield and Guarlford to ascertain their interest.
The earlier suggestion of ‘white gates’ was further discussed, Mr Wells noting they had been effective in other locations. He advised that when siting the gates, care should be taken that grass cutting equipment is not impeded. Mr Yapp noted there may be land owned by Malvern Hills Conservators involved and agreed to approach them. 
The chairman updated Mr Wells with the action taken by the parish council with regard to the scoping application for the land North East of Worcester Road. She also asked him to clarify the rationale behind his recent decision to work in coalition with the Conservative leader of MHDC, David Hughes, and he explained that it would give his group the opportunity to have meaningful input into policy rather than simply standing in opposition. It was noted that some local people would have preferred greater transparency with regard to Mr Wells intentions at the time of the election, but the consensus of the meeting was that at local council level, policy and decision making should not be determined on the basis of party politics.

The chairman thanked Mr Wells for his input and he stayed for the remainder of the meeting.

6.	To consider the production of a neighbourhood plan
	The matter was discussed and the view taken that since the parish is currently subject to major development under the SDWP, there would be little to be gained from developing such a plan at the present time. As and when the development takes place however, the setting up of a residents liaison committee should be considered to work for the best possible outcome for local residents.	
	
7.	FINANCE

	a) Accounts passed for payment	
	B.G.S			Lengthsman – May			£147.00			
	B.G.S			Lengthsman – June			£144.00
	J Barker			Clerk – May				£188.31
	J Barker			Clerk – June				£206.14
	The Post Office		HMRC Q1				£2.60
			
8.	COUNCILLORS REPORTS AND ANY OTHER BUSINESS
When a date is agreed for the planned open meeting to be attended by Gleesons, the clerk was requested to book the meeting room at the Beauchamp Community directly via the office.

9.	 TO CONFIRM THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Monday 2nd September at 7.30pm in the Library of The Beauchamp Community. 




	Signed	...............................................	(Chairman)	Date	...............................................		  
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