THESE MINUTES ARE TO BE ADOPTED ON 25th June 2013


Upton Snodsbury Parish Council

Held at Upton Snodsbury Village Hall Tuesday 14th May 2013

Open Meeting 7.00pm
Present: Parish Councillors Catherine Milner CM (Chair), Steve Share SS (Vice Chair), Terry Eagle TE, Jim Round JR, Mick Gillick MG and Celia Young CY. 
In attendance: Louise Salisbury (Clerk/RFO), 22 members of the public, District/County Councillor Linda Robinson & Rob Adams.
CM presented her annual report for 2012/13, a brief synopsis below:

1. Welcome

2. Privilege to have worked with a team of 6 excellent PCllrs and a great Clerk and RFO this year.

3. PC has become an employer and paying tax!

4. We are  lucky to have a great district and county councillor as well as an MP who responds well to issues

5. No MAGIC WAND much as we’d like one!

6. Planning 

a. SWDP / RSS

b. Around a dozen planning applications outside the SWDP, including the chicken farm

7. Localism Bill changes

8. Finance:

a. Raised precept by 3% from £3000 to £3090

b. Challenge for next year

c. Ambitious plan for this year – road safety, especially A422 white gates and VAS

9. New School Governor, JR who has worked with school to try to improve crossing safety
10. Highways

a. B4082, slow progress being made.
11. New Parish Paths Warden Hilary.  We have an excellent team of volunteers.
12. USPRA – closer working party has been formed.  Still unsure of way forward, but lines of communication opened.
13. Queens Jubilee Tea Party, St George’s Day and the fish ‘n’ chip quiz all a great success
14. Standing down from position of Chair, has had a good experience this year

15. Newsletter – open to talk to us – please do let us know what is bothering you and what we may be able to do to help
Other business discussed:

Forge Trust annual report would be available at the next meeting.

Village Hall Trust, Jeff Smith doing a good job of Chairperson.  Extended thanks go to Angela Round who has managed the bookings on a voluntary basis.

Open to the floor – no questions raised.  More parishioners entered the hall.
AGM 7.30pm
Agenda

13/33

Appointment of Chair for forthcoming year: CM proposed SS, TE seconded, all in favour.
CM stepped down, SS became Chair.  SS thanked CM for her work as Chair over the last year.  SS thanked everyone for their previous support and relying on them for the forthcoming year.  SS addressed the parishioners present and explained that Mr Davis was not going to be attending the meeting as planned, if anyone wanted to leave.
13/34
Appointment of Vice Chair: CM proposed JR, who was flattered but would not find the time to commit fully to the role.  CY proposed PS (absent), CM seconded.  SS would confirm with PS when available.

13/35 
Delegation of areas of Responsibility:
a. Finance (CM, TE, MG, JR)
Previous Cllrs happy to stand again.

TE asked if the Chair should be in attendance at Finance meetings.  SS stated that there are few disagreements on decisions, as such, no requirement.  All in agreement.

b. Highways (MG)

CY stepped down, MG volunteered.
c. Lengthsman (TE)
d. Speeding (JR)

e. Website (CY for content, Stewart as volunteer webmaster)
f. Newsletter (SS)

g. Village Hall (CM, LS)

h. School (JR)
i. Forge Trust (SS, PS)

CY stepped down, MG proposed PS, CM seconded, all in favour.

j. Tree Warden (currently volunteer, David Lane)

CM thought that DL would be happy to continue with the role.

k. Parish Path Warden (volunteer, Hilary Williams)
l. Neighbour Watch (TE)

m. Youth Matters (PS)

n. Grass Cutting (PS)

o. Planning: all

No other areas for consideration

13/36 
Minutes:  Approval of minutes from 13th March 2013.  All agreed as a true record of the meeting. SS signed.
13/37

Matters arising from the above minutes:
Additional member of PC to join Village Hall Committee.

LS attended the annual meeting and volunteered, no further action required.

B4082 Latest news (item 13/26)
MG stated that the meeting between all interested parties had not yet taken place.  Rob Adams had been busy with elections.  Works on the B4082 are planned for w/c 20th May, although this would be weather dependent.  The B4082 would not be re-tarmaced until the drainage was sorted.
CM added that the works may resolve the drainage problem.  SS stated that was a big question, CM added progress was being made albeit slowly.

Village School (item 13/29)


JR said that no paint markings had yet been added outside the school, and that Highways are looking into this.

13/38  
Linda Robinson District Councillor and Rob Adams County Councillor reports:
  CM said apologies had been sent from both LR and RA.  They are both in a meeting, and would try and attend later.
13/39
Crime Report: 
               SS drew attention to additional handout, prepared by Clerk from emails received from CSO Ben Allchurch.
Between the 17th & 18th April 2013 a washing machine, motor pump from a Jacuzzi, copper piping, metal bath taps and an orange garden sprinkler were stolen from a rear garden on Beech Avenue, Drakes Broughton.

 

Between the 3rd & 4th May 2013 a catalytic converter was stolen from a vehicle parked on a communal car park near Cutts Pool, Upton Snodsbury. Persons unknown attempted to steal another catalytic converter off another vehicle parked in the same car park between the same dates but were unsuccessful.

 

On the 6th May 2013 a brick wall was damaged in Woodleigh, Drakes Broughton. 

  

If you saw anything suspicious in these areas around the above times then please phone the Police on 101 and report it. I can’t stress the importance of phoning the Police if you do see someone who is acting strange

 

 

Mobile Police Station Dates
Below are the dates and times for the next Mobile Police Station visits.

 

Monday 13th May 




Tuesday 14th May
10:00 - Outside Post Office, Peopleton


10:00 - Parish Hall, Littleworth

11:00 - Outside Post Office, Upton Snodsbury

11:00 - Parish Hall, Drakes Broughton

12:00 - Outside Post Office, Flyford Flavell


12:00 - Parish Hall, Whittington

 

Monday 3rd June





Tuesday 4th June
10:00 - Outside Post Office, Peopleton


10:00 - Parish Hall, Littleworth

11:00 - Outside Post Office, Upton Snodsbury

11:00 - Parish Hall, Drakes Broughton

12:00 - Outside Post Office, Flyford Flavell


12:00 - Parish Hall, Whittington
           In addition SS read the following:

18 Crimes in the year to 13th May 2012:


Theft = 9


Theft from motor vehicle = 1


Theft of motor vehicle = 1


Attempted theft from motor vehicle = 1


Burglary non dwelling = 5


Attempted burglary non dwelling with intent to steal = 1

In the year to 13th May 2013 there have been 15 crimes, an increase of 3.
13/40

Progress reports from Parish Activities:
a. Grass Cutting

In the absence of PS, CY stated it was thought that there had been 2 cuts.  TE thought that the green at The Furlong had only been cut once.  TE agreed to verify with PS when available.
b. Footpaths
SS read out a report received from Hilary Williams.
March-May 2013.  

A presentation was made to David Mathews in March in recognition of his time as Parish Path Warden.  Amanda Hill from County joined us and David was very pleased to receive the personalised map centred on Cowsden decorated with mugshots of the volunteers on the cover together with 3 bottles of fine wine.  Attwoods (now the Coventry Arms) kindly hosted the meeting, providing us with a very welcome pile of sandwiches and chips after a morning’s work in Foomer’s Way.

We are continuing clearing Foomer’s Way in our objective to make it more wildlife-friendly.  The wet weather has meant that the track is partially flooded but it is easier to walk through where brambles and scrub has been removed. There are piles of leavings that need removal but this may have to wait until late summer to avoid disturbing nesting birds.  No further clearance will be done on the track until after the nesting season.   Unfortunately members of the Hunt have ridden along the track several times this winter, which has damaged the ground and made it hard for walkers to negotiate.  We are hoping that opening the track out will not encourage more riders into this footpath as this could disturb wildlife as well as cutting up the ground.  

Some wood chippings were delivered free of charge by Steve Webster of Spetchley Tree Surgeons.  These were spread on a short section of Foomer’s Way in an effort to make the badly rutted, muddy track easier to walk.  We will see what affect this has on the ground before deciding whether to continue to add chippings.

A bridleway in Cowsden that had been impassable for many years has been opened up with the installation of a bridleway gate in the fence bordering the road through the village, providing a spur into Cattledraught Lane.  The old name for this bridleway is Pigeon House Lane.

SS asked if there was anything that could be down about the Hunt, CM stated no – as the path was a bridleway.  SS wished to extend thanks to Hilary and all the volunteers for their hard work, it was greatly appreciated.  All councillors agreed.
c. Website
CY has a meeting with Stewart Logan – nothing further to report.
d. Newsletter
CY asked if spare newsletters could be dropped at the shop, SS agreed.

SS suggested that it would be logical for newsletters to be produced after each PC meeting as it was an excellent way of communicating with the village.  All Cllrs agreed.  SS requested that all Cllrs continue to email with suggested content.  CM offered to format word document into columns.  SS said that photos worked well in the newsletter, LS added she had some of the St Georges Day celebration.
13/41

Finance Committee

Unaudited accounts for the y/e 31/03/13 were available (see appendix 13/41 (a), 13/41 (b), 13/41 (c))
LS stated that the accounts were self explanatory, no real surprises. 
TE added that the PC had approx £3k to spend and this was shown on the latest Finance Report (Appendix 13/41 (c))
CM stated that for general objectives all funds and more were spoken for, leaving no surplus.  It is hoped that supplementary funds can be obtained through grants for traffic calming (VAS/White Gates), and the New Homes Bonus through Wychavon District Council.
TE added that we would not know if there would be surplus funds until the 2nd half of the year.  CM stated that if we were able to access additional funding, this was probable.  CM would contact Rob Adams with reference to grants available. 
CM mentioned that the Cllrs would need to sign the Annual Finance Return during a public meeting.  LS confirmed that this would need to be done prior to sending the document to the external auditor on 30th June 2013.  It was agreed that the next PC meeting would be prior to this date to comply.

13/42

Planning Update
Planning notifications received:

W/13/00592/PP – The Old House

W/13/00252/PP - Hone Style Bungalow, Pershore Road




W/13/00848/OU‏ - Agricultural Buildings for Broiler rearing 

SS asked if there had been any further information regarding the Garage site.  TE had spoken to a resident who understood that Cala Homes may be the contractor, negotiations for the purchase of the site are still continuing.
W/13/00848/OU – Broiler rearing


CM stated that Mr Davis was not in attendance as he was unable to bring his Agent to answer technical questions.  There had been a miscommunication between them regarding dates.  Mr Davis was also upset that someone (he believed from our Parish) has posted his name and address onto the Animal Liberation Front website, and did not want to attend a hostile meeting.  
The Parish Cllrs all agreed that they condemned the action taken to publicise Mr Davis’ personal details on the ALF website.
MG stated Mr Davis would have to deal with the situation and if harassed report to the police.

Floor: Where does the Parish Council stand with its response?

CM stated that a visit by two villagers to another chicken farm owned by Mr Davis had taken place very recently and the PC wanted to gather all information before responding to planning application.
Floor:  The land is valuable; there is already a shortage of grain.  This would take arable land for a chicken farm.
CM stated there was good turnout at the Village meeting held at the Church, a lot of responses and the meeting was well run.

Floor: Concerns over the environmental impact

TE suggested that Mr Davis may fund such a report.  The Environmental Impact Assessment can be obtained from the Environment Agency.  Perhaps the Village/Parish would want to obtain an independent report, see if a different response was received.  The Worcestershire Wildlife Trust has objected to the planning, on the grounds of lacking environmental reports.  TE stated that the effect ammonia levels carried on the wind could be detrimental to Grafton Wood, a SSSI.  High velocity fans are used more during the summer than the winter.  

SS stated that it was clear from the Village meeting that some people were ambivalent, and were not certain what the application involved.  Those undecided left decided, mainly in a negative direction.

CY said the meeting was not balanced.

SS stated that the meeting was not to be as such.  The fundamental question was ‘What’s in it for us?’  As far as people can see there is nothing of benefit for Upton Snodsbury.  Only 1 & ½ jobs created against the potential problems involving the environment and transport.  CY was one of the villagers who visited Mr Davis’ exsiting chicken farm, which we understand was impressive, a tight ship, a very different picture to that which was painted last night.

CY added, we were not aware of the impact on the environment.
TE, stressed the need for a report.

SS stated even if the chicken farm is 4-star , it is still taking away arable land and adding nothing to the Village.

JR added that parishioners are overwhelming against the project.  We as a PC are here to represent the views of the Parish, but we must respond with a logical argument there is insufficient time to obtain a report.

CM wished to note that Mr Davis did invite villagers to look at his current sheds and he was going to come to the meeting.  He has tried to represent his case.  If we are to have chicken sheds – his maybe the one to have rather than those similar to Throckmorton.
CY added that Mr Davis’ site would be Red Tractor Assured, as such would not extend over 8 units. 

All Cllrs agreed that they would meet after closing the AGM and compile a response to the Planning Application.

13/43

Any other Business
CM stated that a few of the Cllrs had met with representatives from USPRA and a general discussion took place to look at ways of joint working.  There are options available, although it is unclear as to how to progress at the moment.  The PC could help support fundraising events, in particular to involve the older generation, as the recreation ground is there for the entire village.  The next meeting will be on the 6th June at 8pm.  MG stated that USPRA were not looking for financial assistance, more a meeting of minds.  CM said that USPRA have enough funds to support the recreation ground for another 2 to 3 years, and they may take advantage of the grass cut saving that Cllr PS has negotiated.
13/44

Date of Next Meeting

25th June, 7.30pm

13/38  
Linda Robinson District Councillor (LR) and Rob Adams County Councillor (RA) reports:
LR apologised as had nothing prepared as not expecting to be able to make this evenings meeting. 
LR wished to draw attention to Aprils edition of the Wychavon Magazine.  There is a survey inside which encourages everyone to vote for what services we wish to save.  The magazine can be viewed online at WDC website.

SS asked LR if she could confirm what date the response to the Chicken Farm Planning Application had to be in by.  It was understood that North Piddle were offered an extension till the 24th May, whereas the website states the 17th May.

LR said that there was still plenty of time for responses to be logged, although the PC should reply by the 17th.  It is unlikely that the application will not be heard at a planning meeting until July, but the sooner comments are logged the better.
RA apologised for his lateness.  He advised that after 14 years he is no longer serving on Planning Committees.  The next 12 months are going to be challenging for County/District Councils.  4 years ago savings stood at £45m, and now they need to cut £90m from the budget.  Where do you prioritise?  The public tell us they want better roads, repairing pot holes.  RA feels that funds should be spent on safe guarding the old.  The Election has passed, RA wished to thank everyone for their support.  Conservative members now stand at 30, down from 41.  Throughout the Council we see new people, UKIP / Green Party. There will be major changes to Health, many works such as home help commissioned out, cost saving but will they be for the same quality?  Changing times ahead.  2015/16 will see faster broadband, which will be of great benefit as the signal is poor from Norton Barracks to here.  RA wished to thank CM for her time as Chair, and the Parish Council from himself and LR.  RA congratulated SS on the role of Chair.

RA mentioned the leeks on the B4082, and stated that the works that were scheduled for w/c 20 May would have a traffic light system.  The road would not be re-surfaced until the leeks sorted.
RA happy to take questions for the floor.

No questions raised.

SS declared the meeting closed and asked if there were any questions from the floor, apart from Chicken Farm ones.
No questions

Chicken Farm Planning Application

Questions & Answers


Floor: Why did Mr Davis ‘Chicken Out’
PC: A number of reasons.  The agent could not attend and Mr Davis’ name and address had been posted to the Animal Liberation Front Website.


Floor: Will there be another opportunity to speak to him

PC: It’s up to him.  The PC will be drafting a letter of objection, there are 2 months for parishioners to raise objections.  If there is an appetite to invite him back it would to be conducted in a civilized way.  You must make it known and we can then invite him.


Floor: Was he invited or did he offer to come
PC: He offered to come.  There was a misunderstanding over dates with his agent, Mr Davis felt he would have difficulty answering technical questions, but was happy to attend.  Then he discovered that his details had been posted on the ALF website and withdrew on the basis that the meeting could be confrontational.

The site visit to his existing operation went well and painted a different picture to that envisaged at the Village meeting.  The site was clean, tidy, efficient and appeared nonpolluting.  Our main question is really how does the site benefit Upton Snodsbury.

 
Floor: He was aware of the visit and prepared for it
PC: It is not known what he did to prepare for the visit, and really it’s irrelevant.  The farm could be the best in the Country, there is always a potential for disaster.

Floor: A resident of Cowsden moved here to escape a similar situation

PC: We will do all we can to ensure the wishes/views of the Parish are put forward to the Planning Committee.
Floor: The Village meeting progressed well with intelligent views, strong voices were made.  Will you take into account all these views – Ammonia cannot be seen 

PC: We will listen seriously to all views


Floor: Was there any noise or smell at the other unit

PC: No there was not.  We also spoke to a busy campsite next door who said they have never experienced any problems or distribution to business because of it.

Floor: Will you ask for Environmental Impact Reports

PC: We will ask


Floor: Is it possible to set up an email group to pool information across Parishes

PC: This is a good idea, if you would like to discuss this at the end we can set something up.  All information/objections are available on the WDC website, but this would help those you have internet access problems.

Floor: Did Mr Davis mention further expansion


PC: He did yes, over the next 10 years.  The site visited had 8 units containing 40 thousand birds each.

Floor: Are you inviting him back


PC: Do you want us to invite him back

LR: The applicant and agent could have held a public meeting prior to submitting planning application.  You could give him the chance to attend again, but it would speak volumes if he chose not to come.


Floor: What would we gain by inviting him

PC: it may settle some of your concerns.  If his planning application goes through, it may not been the Doomsday Project that has been portrayed.  It may have very little impact. 

RA: Now off the Planning Committee but im certain that LR will probably chair the meeting.  I urge the Parish Council to take up the 3 minute slot on the day.  All of you write in with your views, not matter how immaterial you think the subject matter is.  Once the planning decision has been passed – there is no reversal.

PC: To finish can we have a show of hands, those who want us to invite Mr Davis back:
Four hands raised

PC: A show of hands for those you feel it is pointless inviting Mr David back:



Unanimous


PC: Thank you everyone, to conclude if Mr Davis wants a meeting we will make an effort to accommodate him.

Meeting closed

Appendix 13/41 (a)
	Upton Snodsbury Parish Council

	Income & Expenditure as at 31 March 2013

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	£
	
	£

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Opening Balance
	
	
	
	
	
	3,435.69

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Receipts:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	WCC Lengthsman
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1,902.00

	Wychavon DC Precept
	
	
	
	
	
	3,000.00

	WCC Grasscut
	
	
	
	
	
	
	350.00

	VAT Refund
	
	
	
	
	
	
	315.34

	Income from Bond
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1.56

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Total Receipts during the year
	
	
	
	
	5,568.90

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Payments:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lengthsman
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1,763.50

	Grasscutting (10 @ £90 & 1 @ £60 exc VAT)
	
	960.00
	
	

	Legal Fees (Restrictive Covenants advice)
	
	283.00
	
	

	Photocopying Paper/Toner
	
	
	
	50.98
	
	

	Stamps
	
	
	
	
	23.84
	
	

	Chairmans Expenses
	
	
	
	35.00
	
	

	Hall Hire
	
	
	
	
	27.50
	
	

	Worcs CALC - Clerks Gathering
	
	
	10.00
	
	

	Worcs CALC - Clerks Training
	
	
	81.45
	
	

	Wychavon Sport - Parish Games
	
	
	45.60
	
	

	Hand Rail/Log Roll
	
	
	
	
	19.99
	
	

	Jubilee Flag
	
	
	
	
	4.50
	
	

	Internal Auditor
	
	
	
	
	55.00
	
	

	External Auditor
	
	
	
	
	120.00
	
	

	Insurance
	
	
	
	
	433.75
	
	

	Staff Costs
	
	
	
	
	898.00
	
	

	Worcs CALC Subscription
	
	
	
	132.30
	
	

	Wychavon DC - Rate Relief
	
	
	
	64.41
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3,245.32

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	VAT
	
	
	
	
	
	
	308.54

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Payments during the year
	
	
	
	
	5,317.36

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Closing Cash at Bank Balance as at 31st March 2013
	
	
	3,687.23

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance as per Bank Statement as per 31st March 2013
	
	
	3,687.23

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Appendix 13/41 (b)

	Upton Snodsbury Parish Council

	Balance Sheet as at 31 March 2013

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	£
	
	

	Current Assets
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bank Balance - Lloyds
	
	
	
	3,687.23
	
	

	Lengthsman - Balance to claim from WCC
	
	71.00
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	3,758.23
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reserves
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parish Plan 
	
	Balance b/f from 31/3/12
	
	287.46
	
	

	Traffic Calming
	
	Balance b/f from 31/3/12
	
	955.36
	
	

	Precept:
	
	B/fwd from 31/3/12
	2,409.17
	
	
	

	
	
	Precept Received
	3,000.00
	
	
	

	
	
	WCC Grasscut received
	350.00
	
	
	

	
	
	Bonds Income
	1.56
	
	
	

	
	
	Payments made
	-3,245.32
	
	
	

	
	
	B/cwd 31/3/13
	
	2,515.41
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	3,758.23
	
	


Appendix 13/41 (c)

	Upton Snodsbury Parish Council

	
	
	
	
	

	Financial Report as at 14 May 2013

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	£

	
	
	
	
	

	Balance at Bank 31 Mar 2013
	
	3,687.23

	Plus
	Bond Income 
	
	
	0.39

	
	WCC Precept 
	
	
	1,546.00

	
	WCC Lengthsman 
	
	604.00

	
	
	
	
	

	Less 
	Cheques presented:
	
	

	
	PAYE
	
	
	162.00

	
	Lengthsman March
	
	148.50

	
	Worcs CALC Annual Subs
	
	157.48

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	Balance as per chq book
	
	
	5,369.64

	
	
	
	
	

	Plus
	Amounts not credited:
	
	

	
	L'Man
	
	
	317.00

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	5,686.64

	Less 
	Reserve
	2,000.00
	
	

	
	Parish Plan
	287.46
	
	2,287.00

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	3,399.64

	
	
	
	
	

	Cheques not yet presented
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Jubilee Exps
	45.77
	
	

	
	L'Man
	317.00
	
	

	
	Car Park sign
	30.00
	
	

	
	Dog Bin repair
	23.90
	
	416.67

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Unetted Balance
	
	
	2,982.97
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