Upton Snodsbury Parish Council
Held at Upton Snodsbury Village Hall at 7.30 pm on 8th January 2013
Present: Parish Councillors Catherine Milner CM (Chair), Steve Share SS (Vice Chair), Terry Eagle TE, Jim Round JR , Mick Gillick MG and Paul Seymour PS. 
In attendance: Philippa Neal (Minute Taker) Louise Powell (potential new clerk), Councillor Linda Robinson and 4 members of the public.
Agenda

13/01

Apologies: Celia Young, Rob Adams and Police CSO Ben Allchurch
13/02 
Declaration of Interest by Councillors: None raised.
13/03 
Minutes:  

a. The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd of October 2012 were approved except by Councillor Celia Young who was not present at the meeting. 
13/04

Matters arising from the above minutes:
a. Drainage works on the B4082 Summer 2012
Residents are pleased with the improved drainage at the bottom of the hill. However, we have been unable to contact David Lavender regarding the continued water leakage at junction B4082 and Flax Piece which needs investigating. Councillor Catherine Milner to continue to action.

b. Hand rail on slope on College Road

Short handrail has been broken and sharp bracket is sticking out dangerously PS to remove next day. TE has obtained brackets and steel and will liaise with lengths man for fitting. 

c. Dog Mess Update

SS to add a section to the Parish Council newsletter to educate owners. If anyone notices people not picking up dog mess then to report to councillors and the parish council will write to them. Consideration to purchasing 2 additional dog mess bins but felt this is not a priority at present. Discuss again on next meeting agenda.  

d. Parish Grit Bins

TE reported of the 3 grit bins in the village 2 were ¾ full and 1 was full and therefore there is no need to top them up at present. 

13/05  
Linda Robinson District Councillor and Rob Adams County Councillor reports:
District Councillor Linda Robinson

· Wychavon will be making a 41% reduction in grants of 2.93 million over the next 4 years. Critical services may be at risk and in the future they may have to raise council tax.  

· SWDP 18th Dec plan was ratified. Another technical consultation will take place in February and it will then go off for test of soundness. If this is passed it will become the emerging plan. Plan is likely to go to central government in summer. Full ratification of the plan should be by the end of 2013 if there are no further delays in the process.
· Village design statements shall receive due weight in the SWDP.   
County Councillor Rob Adams report presented via TE in Robs absence
· Rob Adams spoke to highways and they will install road marking and dropped curbs outside the primary school to indicate road traffic priority from furlong and not church lane.

· Some funding may be available through Rob next financial year for / towards White Gates on A422 to help reduce speeding / traffic calming

· Highways are going to lay traffic monitoring cables on main A422 road and with the information they gather determine if there is a problem and if so could look at the possibility of installing white gates at village name signs.  
13/06
Crime Report: No crime Report from CSO Ben Allchurch but Councillor Terry Eagle reported:
· There has been a spate of heating oil thefts in local villages, residents should install locks on tanks and keep an eye on their oil levels. 
13/07

Parish Paths Warden: 

David Mathews has stepped down from the Parish paths wardens’ position. Parish council to send a letter of thanks to David for all his hard work.  Hilary Williams will present David with a gift provided by the Parish Council and foot paths team and presented by Hilary at the next footpaths team meeting. Hilary was happy to step into David role as Paths warden.  MG Proposed Hilary be appointed as the new Paths Warden, seconded by JR and all agreed.  Hilary was welcomed as the new PPW.
13/08

Progress Reports of Parish Activities 


a. Grass Cutting,  Paul Seymour reported 



PS reported he has spoken to Greenaways who will cut the grass for the same price as last year. Smart Cut will do for £10 less per cut. There are 2 more cuts with Greenaways to be done by the end of March. PS to organise two formal quotes for consideration at the next meeting.  
b. Foot Paths, Hilary Williams -  Parish Paths Warden reported
In 2012, in excess of 175 hours of footpath maintenance work completed by parish volunteers.  Significant time has been spent clearing Foomer’s Way an overgrown piece of footpath land, FP554(c) running E-W between Cowsden Hall Farm and Peopleton Road. The long-term objective is to improve the environment and increase biodiversity to make it more wildlife friendly.  A population of the rare Brown Hairstreak butterfly has been identified there. 

Work for 2013 - The Foomer’s Way clearance will continue, a bridleway gate installation is planned at the North end of Sheepwalk, next to Bow Wood and a signpost needs installation on Millenium Way.  

Upton Snodsbury Footpaths Book - To date, 166 books have been distributed of these, 106 have been reported as sold and the income returned Indication of interest has been expressed by the owner of Apple Wood Glamping at Fircone Farm, Crowle which may provide an additional outlet.  

TE raised that foot paths in the village particularly the path running alongside the village hall down to cuts pool needs maintaining and the path thought the furlong. The lengthsman is not maintaining these and only cut them as a one off. Hilary to include them in the regular paths maintenance plan going forward. 

The parish council would like to thank all volunteers for their excellent work and considerable time and effort in the foot paths work. Hilary to pass on thanks at the next footpaths meeting.



c. Website 
SS reported that the existing domain name will expire in February and it will not be renewed. The website domain issue has now been resolved. Stewart Logan and Steve Share have nothing further to report 

d. Newsletter,  Steve Share reported that nothing had been done yet. SS will draft a quarterly newsletter including topics as covered in this meeting i.e dogs mess, heating oil thefts, foot paths work, pump etc. 

13/09

Finance:


a. Report from the RFO

As of the 5thof January 2013 there is £4379.76 in the bank. Awaiting Refunds due VAT £315.34 and Lengthsman £148.50.

The budget figures submitted by the RFO were discussed. TE suggested he and JR work through the budget figures and (i) review against actual spend to date and likely spend by the end of this financial year, and (ii) review the projected and expected budget spend in financial year 2013-14. CM will call a finance committee meeting before end March. 
Katherine Saunders has stepped down as RFO (from 5th January 2013) and Clerk (from 4th Nov 2012). The parish council shall formally thank Katherine for her work as clerk and RFO. 

Currently only 2 of the 4 members of the finance committee have their signatures at the bank. JR & MG to give signatures to the bank.  
b. Consider the recommendations of the finance party & setting of the 2013/14 Precept. 

12th of December the finance committee met and discussed the precept. Rising costs need to be paid for and propose to raise precept by £90 from £3000 to £3090 for the year 2013/2014. 
TE Proposed the rise in precept, Seconded by JR and all were in favour. 

Parish precept requirements form shall be submitted by CM by Friday 11th January 2013.

JR proposed a miscellaneous budget of £150 be managed by the chair and 1 other councillor if un expected items need paying for in between parish council meetings.  
TE seconded and all but SS were in favour. SS abstained from vote. 

It was proposed that our financial objectives for 2013/14 should be to make parish as safe and well maintained as possible with our resources and capacity. 

MG Proposed, PS seconded and all were in favour. 

Questions were raised over £2000 reserve for emergencies that auditors recommend the parish council maintain and their use of some of this money. No need to used funds at moment but they are there if needed. 

c. List of Payments made since the last meeting -  See Appendix 1.

d. The PC will look to appoint a new RFO asap.

13/10

South Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP)
Nothing further to discussions regarding the SWDP. See comments from Cllr Linda Robinson in section 13/05 of these minutes. 
. 

13/11

Village School and car parking
In December a meeting was held with Highways, Parish councillors and the School regarding the road safety of the school children at the beginning and end of the school day, and car parking (both use of the Parish Council Car Park and nuisance caused by some road parking to residents neighbouring the school). Highways have agreed asap to:

· add new broken white lines at junction with the Furlong to establish priority for traffic for vehicles coming from Chapel Lane

·  install dropped curbs on the pavement on both sides of the road at the gate entrance to the school playground.

TE is awaiting an estimate from Ringway for the tarmac surfacing of the car park. The next meeting on the issue will be end of January / February. Action JR 
13/12
Centenarian Birthday


Stella’s 100th Birthday is believed to be 22nd of February (Confirmation of date required) SS proposed to spend £30 on a gift for the Centenarian. CM to establish what suitable gift to purchase.  Seconded by TE and all were in favour. 

13/13
Worcestershire Code of Conduct

Peter Luff has replied to our query questioning the necessity of putting Parish Councillors addresses onto the internet attaching an answer from the relevant Minister. This has said that the requirement remains in place and that we are unlikely to be able to pursue it any further. It has been forwarded to CALC. There are no plans to pursue it any further. 
13/14

Correspondence for information 


A few planning applications have been received. 

· Red Lion Farm residential dwelling development has been approved. 

· The residential development application for the plot next to the vicarage is pending consideration as it is going to the planning committee at the end of January. 

· Change of land use - Woodland burial site –a response has been submitted identifying no concern if it is just for cremated remains but a concern if full body burial regarding the potential contamination of ground water.

· New application for 1 College Road for a new dwelling and detached garage.
13/15

Things to consider for the next meeting

St Georges Day Celebrations - TE  would like to organise the annual St Georges day celebrations on the Furlong ( St Georges day is the 23rd of April 2013 and the event will take place at 7pm) and requested £30 be spent on beef and cider and lighting the beacon in celebration. All were in favour.  The event shall be publicised in the parish council newsletter, shop and with flyers. 

For information – the flooding emergency pump will go to Cllr Cath Milner’s cellar for storage. An additional key will be held in the shop if anyone needs it. 
13/16  
Dates of next meetings

Date of the next Parish Council meeting to be 19th of March 7.30pm at the village hall. 
Date of the Parish Council Open Meeting will be Tuesday 14th of May 7pm and then the Annual Meeting is to be held directly afterwards at 7.30pm.

The Chair Invited questions from the public:
Chris Barnes requested that the parish council discuss and press local land owners to clear ditches to prevent mud, stones and water running off the fields and onto the roads. This has happened a lot over the last few months with the rainy weather.  It was noted that this is a Highways issue, and the parish council will speak to Highways regarding their contact with the land owners and report back at the next meeting. 
Appendix 1 

	Upton Snodsbury Parish Council - Payments Made as at 5th January 2013
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Excl Vat
	VAT
	Total

	
	
	£
	£
	£

	
	
	
	
	

	3-Jul-12
	Payments b/fwd from last meeting
	2058.86
	169.26
	2228.12

	3-Jul-12
	Greenaways
	90.00
	18.00
	108.00

	3-Jul-12
	Allen Farnsworth
	223.50
	
	223.50

	3-Jul-12
	Worcestershire CALC
	40.40
	2.08
	42.48

	6-Jul-12
	Upton Snodsbury Village Hall
	27.50
	
	27.50

	3-Aug-12
	Allen Farnsworth
	148.50
	
	148.50

	20-Aug-12
	Greenaways
	180.00
	36.00
	216.00

	3-Sep-12
	Allen Farnsworth
	148.50
	
	148.50

	30-Sep-12
	Clement Keys
	120.00
	24.00
	144.00

	30-Sep-12
	Greenaways
	150.00
	30.00
	180.00

	23-Oct-12
	Wychavon Sport
	6.60
	
	6.60

	23-Oct-12
	Allen Farnsworth
	188.50
	
	188.50

	24-Oct-12
	Wychavon District Council
	64.41
	
	64.41

	12-Nov-12
	Allen Farnsworth
	153.50
	
	153.50

	15-Nov-12
	T Eagle
	23.16
	1.33
	24.49

	4-Dec-12
	Greenaways
	90.00
	18.00
	108.00

	4-Dec-12
	Allen Farnsworth
	148.50
	
	148.50

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Total Payments to date for the year ending 31st March 2013
	3861.93
	298.67
	4160.60
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