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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting held on Monday, 6th January 2014 
at  Offenham Village Hall
Members Present:
Parish Councillors:


Eric Canning - Chairman.

As per attendance register:   

Alan Cresswell

Richard Evans

Michael Driver





Junay England

Anthony Ward

David Kewley

In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)





Keith Wright, District Councillor






Alastair Adams, County Councillr

13/191
Apologies


Councillors Larraine Knight and Jill Moran .
13/192
To receive Declarations of Interest & updates to Members’ Register

None
13/193
Open Forum

See notes appended to minutes

13/194
Meeting re-opened and the Minutes of previous meeting were considered.
The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 2nd December 2013 were accepted as a true record. 
13/195
To be advised of any urgent matters (at the Chairman’s discretion)

None

13/196
Clerk’s Report:
Street Lights

Ray Northwood of Prysmian has been contacted again to arrange a meeting to discuss the replacement of streetlights in the village due to issues with overhead wiring.  No response received due to Christmas break.

Church Clock

Mr Armitage has been contacted to ask when he will be servicing the clock; no date has yet been advised.

Offenham Village Hall

Hourly rates for bookings have been increased to £9 per hour wef 1st January.

Wychavon DC Community Grants Scheme

Applications are accepted from 6th January to noon, Friday 28th March 2014.

Police

PCSO Becky Wilkes has been reassigned to another patch, she is being replaced but currently Offenham is being served by PC De Paris, PC Lewis and PCSO Davey.

Training

Training to take place on the 29th January 2014 at the village hall, 7pm.

Bretforton, Badsey  and South Littleton PC to confirm later.

13/197
To receive correspondence

Circulated during meeting
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13/198
To consider costs for grass cutting and ground care contract for 2014/15.

It was agreed to retain the services of Maurice Parkinson Contract Services at the same rates as last year. 

Proposed AC Seconded MD, all in favour.
13/199
To approve re-appointment of Iain Selkirk FCA. as independent auditor at the cost of £105.

It was agreed to retain the services of Iain Selkirk at the same cost as in previous years. Proposed AC seconded MD, all in favour.
13/200
To consider attendance of AGM for Wychavon Sport at 7.30pm on 27th January at the Civic Centre in Pershore.

No councillor available to attend.
13/201
Member & committee reports:

Footpath Warden – Report read by Chairman on behalf of Cllr Moran.

The Chairman asked the clerk to contact Maurice Parkinson to attend to the damaged post as soon as possible. All councillors confirmed approval.


Neighbourhood Watch
 - Cllr England confirmed that she forwarded reports as and when received.

Parish Plan – The Clerk advised that the findings were currently being analysed.  
VHC – Cllr Cresswell advised that the first payment of the loan taken out by the VHC was due shortly. No improvement works had yet taken place to the rear of the hall by DWH contractors.
Disaster Emergency Plan –No change, therefore no update.
13/202
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc.
At bank:

Current account 0649818
£      14878.47

as at  20.12.13

Deposit account 7277881
£  
 31238.10

as at  20.12.13 

FTD
3 month
£     10000.00
The clerk confirmed that the 6 week FTD has since been reinvested reducing the balance on the current account.
Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	84
	001078
	Offenham PCC
	120.00
	
	120.00

	85
	001079
	Diane Cox – Admin
	15.00
	
	

	86
	
	
- Mileage
	12.80
	
	

	86
	
	
- Salary
	484.92
	
	512.72

	
	
	Sub total
	
	
	632.72

	87
	001080
	Offenham Village Hall
	22.50
	
	22.50

	
	
	Total
	655.22
	
	655.22


13/203
To consider quarterly budget review.

The quarterly budget was considered by members and approved.  
13/204
To consider impact of removal of WDC grant to parishes and effect on precept requirements.

It was agreed that the precept should be kept to 1.75% which would reduce that actual amount received by the PC for funding to £30705.  Budget requirement figure submitted to WDC to be £33300 (gross).  Proposed JE seconded RE, all in favour.
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13/205
To be advised of planning matters including: 


To discuss attendance at WDC, Civic Centre, Pershore for DWH appeal hearing.

Discussions took place to arrange for at least one Parish Councillor to be present over the 4 days of the inquiry.  A majority of Councillors were in favour of Cllr Knight speaking at the inquiry on behalf of the Parish Council.

Applications:

W/13/02452/PN  No 11 & 12 and land adjacent to Newtown, Offenham

Proposed replacement dwelling.

OPC comment: No objection.

W/13/02487/CU  2 Laburnum Cottages, Boat Lane, Offenham

To convert dwelling with existing hairdressing room to dwelling with hairdressing room and new beauty room.

OPC comment:  No objection.

Decisions:
None to date.
13/206
To advise items for consideration at next meeting.  

1. To arrange date for Parish Plan meeting
2. To consider project list for possible funding.
3. To consider village clean up campaign if not already taken place.

13/207
To consider date & time of next meeting.  -  Monday, 3rd February 2014

Meeting closed at 10 pm

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council
Notes taken during Open Forum
A resident reported that the noticeboard was missing form Laurels Road, the Chairman advised that the noticebaord was undergoing repair after being vandalised.
Mrs Coburn asked if there was a general format to the planning appeal, the clerk advised the feedback received from Heather Pearson, planning officer WDC.  Cllr Wright confirmed that the agenda was set by the planning inspector at the beginning of the inquiry. Cllr Adams advised the format that had taken place last week for a site in Pebworth, adding that the format was entirely at the discretion of the planning inspectorate.
WCC, Alastair Adams – report appended to the minutes

WDC, Keith Wright

KW advised that there was nothing to report except for the planning appeal starting tomorrow (7th January).  He confirmed that he would be attending and speaking.
Correspondence
· Various CALC updates
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