MADRESFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE 184th Parish Council Meeting 

held AT MADRESFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL

ON THURSDAY 5th DECEMBER 2013 at 7.00pm.

PRESENT
Cllrs. Mr D Craig (Chairman), Mr R Baldwin, Rev S Irwin.
IN ATTENDANCE
CSO Sally McPherson, Mr D Sharp (Clerk) and one member of the public.
Before the meeting councillors raised concerns over inconsiderate and dangerous parking outside the school to CSO Sally McPherson.  She agreed to make every effort to ensure that there would be an occasional police presence to try to alleviate the problem which was particularly bad at the start and end of the school day.
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
To consider acceptance of apologies for absence from Councillors: Cllr. Mr C Eden (accepted).

2.
INTERESTS
i. Councillors Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other Disclosable Interests 


regarding items on the agenda: There were none.
ii. Notification of changes to the register of interests: There were none
iii. To consider written requests from councillors for the council to grant a dispensation for those with Disclosable Interests to take part in discussions or voting:  There were none.
3.
CO-OPTION
To consider applications for co-option to the Parish Council: Mr Colin Freeman was elected to the Parish Council and he duly completed his acceptance of office.  
4.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE 183rd PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 5TH SEPTEMBER 
These were accepted as an accurate record and they were signed by the Chairman. 
5.
PROGRESS REPORTS AND OTHER MATTERS ARISING FROM THESE MINUTES
There were none
6.
REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS
There were none.

7.
REPORTS FROM WARDENS AND OTHER REPRESENTATIVES

Tree Warden:  Cllr. Craig reported that there was no sign of ash die back disease in the parish.  Other areas of the country were also suffering from a disease that affected larch but again there was no sign in this area.
Footpaths Warden: Cllr. Baldwin reported that some repairs had been undertaken and several new signs installed with the help of Tracy Sutton, WCC Footpaths officer.  Some damage had been caused to a path near the school by cattle and Madresfield Estate were to lay hardcore to resolve the issue.
Charities Representative: Cllr. Eden was absent and no report was made.
8.
HIGHWAYS
.i  
Update on installation of VAS:  County Cllr Tom Wells had secured a VAS to be shared 
between Newland, Madresfield and Guarlford Parish Councils.  Two sites for the sign at the 
entrances to the village had been approved by WCC Highways.  The lengthman for Newland 
had agreed to reposition the sign between the three parishes.  It was hoped that more news of 
installation and a rota would be available for the next meeting.
.ii  
To consider recommendations following the meeting with Gerry Brienza from WCC 
Highways:  It was agreed to officially request that a speed restriction of 30mph be considered 
for the section of North End Lane within Madresfield.  It was also agreed to request that a 
passing bay be created on the most damaged section of verge on Rectory Lane about 100m 
from its junction with Madresfield Road.
.iii  
To consider recommendations following the meeting with the Primary School regarding 

traffic congestion outside the school: The school had indicated that they may stagger the 
start and end of the school day, and/or consider only allowing disabled drop off and collection 
directly outside the school.  The police had also indicated that they would make more regular 
patrols.  The Clerk was to circulate the minutes of a recent meeting at the school regarding the 
issue
9.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING
To consider approaching local parishes to assess the possibility of producing a joint plan:  It was agreed to contact Newland and Guarlford Parish Councils about the possibility of producing a joint plan. 
10.
PLANNING
To consider responses to any late submitted applications:
No applications had been received.
11.
CORRESPONDENCE.
The following correspondence was presented:  
	FROM
	* Email
	SUBJECT

	CALC
	*
	Updates

	MHDC
	*
	Parish Conference

	CALC
	*
	Police Survey

	MHDC
	*
	Community Infrastructure Levy

	MHDC
	*
	Joint O&S of Worcestershire Regulatory Services 

	CALC
	*
	Malvern Hills Area Meeting, 22nd October

	CALC
	*
	Insurance and protecting your money

	WCC
	*
	Worcestershire Minerals Local Plan: Second Stage Consultation

	MHDC
	*
	South Worcest ershire Development Plan: New event available

	AGE UK
	*
	Free Energy Event

	CPRE
	*
	Fieldwork: Latest campaigning news and ideas from CPRE

	MHDC
	*
	News Update - Winter 2013 

	NALC
	*
	A message to all member councils - Council Tax Benefit Support Grant

	WCC
	
	Worcestershire Transport Strategy

	CPRE
	
	Countryside Voice

	AON
	
	Snow Clearance

	MHDC
	
	Council Tax Precepts

	WCC
	
	Subsidised Bus Service Review


12.
Finance.
i. To consider reports from auditors regarding the accounts for 2012/13 and to consider the effectiveness of the internal audit:  The reports were considered and any recommendations were approved.  The internal audit was deemed effective for the Parish Council.  
ii. To consider the budget for 2014/15 and to set a precept:  The budget was agreed and an unchanged precept of £1200.00 was to be requested.   
iii. To authorise payment of invoices presented: The following payments were approved:
	From/Due to
	Date
	Amount
	Details

	JP Moore
	-
	£295.00
	Lengthman Fees (Sep-Nov)

	Anthem UK Ltd
	-
	£50.40
	Internal Audit Fee

	DA Sharp
	-
	£70.00
	Annual Expenses (13/14)

	CPRE
	-
	£29.00
	Annual Subscription

	Malvern Hills CAB
	-
	£50.00
	Donation

	Macmillan Cancer
	-
	£50.00
	Donation

	Grapevine
	-
	£50.00
	Donation

	HM Revenue & Customs
	-
	£23.60
	PAYE (Oct-Nov)

	DA Sharp
	05/12
	£93.84
	Clerks fees (3 months @ SCP18 £117.44 gross)

	
	Total
	£711.84
	
	


After these payments are made accounts will be as follows
	Premium Account B/F
	£925.79
	
	Current Community Account B/F
	£156.30

	
	
	
	WCC Lengthman Scheme (Aug/Sep)
	£177.00

	Interest
	0.12
	
	Unpresented Cheque (403)
	£50.00

	
	
	
	MHDC Precept
	£600.00

	
	
	
	December Payments
	(£711.84)

	Premium Account C/F
	£925.91
	
	Current Community Account C/F
	£271.46


13.
Councillor’s items for report or for future consideration.
It was noted that County Cllr. Tom Wells had offered £2000 from his budget to improve the path between the school and the club, which was used by children to walk to and from school.

14.
NEXT MEETING.
The next meeting was to be held on Thursday 6th February at 7pm.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.40 pm.
