
Minutes of the meeting of Belbroughton Parish Council Finance Committee

held on 17th February 2014 in the Barton Room Fairfield Village Hall.
Present:  Councillors J Bradley, K Green, C Hine, A Mabbett, D Roberts, C Scurrell and  P Shotton.   In attendance : John Farrell (Clerk). 

054/14 Apologies

    Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr.S MacDonald.
055/14 Declarations of interest
   None.
056/14 Minutes of previous meeting

   The Minutes of the meeting on 20th January 2014 were approved.

057/14 Bank reconciliations

   The bank reconciliations for the Council’s three accounts were noted. The clerk advised that the balance on the ‘Allotments Account’ of £1397.27 had been transferred to the main operating account.  These funds where received from WCC under the Lengthsman Scheme. He will request that WCC use the correct bank account for future credits.
  058/14 Accounts for Payment
   The clerk circulated items for payment in February, these were agreed. The clerk advised that incurred and future costs as a result of The Green Consultation and other matters involving The Green would be allocated against ‘contingency’ in the budget as they were unforeseen expenses.
059/14  Grass Cutting
   The clerk circulated details of the areas involved and the Committee noted the third year of a three year agreement with Keith Basketfield for grass cutting in 2014.  It recommended that areas around the Parish Meeting Room in Belbroughton should continue to be cut. The tenant would be requested to attend to the cutting from 2015.
   Councillors would raise any quality issues during the growing season by referral to the clerk as necessary.

   The Committee recommended continuing to use James Callaghan and Bernard Edwards for gardening and other activities on existing terms of engagement.

060/14  The Green Belbroughton
   The Committee asked the clerk to proceed with commissioning a valuation to determine the value it would be giving up should consent be given to the owner who wishes to remove trees sited on this Parish Council land to enable a building project to be progressed on his adjacent land.  A maximum fee of £750 would be accepted without referral to Council. Cllr. Green wished it to be noted that she fully supported this action. 
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   The Committee noted that the clerk and Cllr.Dalziel had met with the Parish Council’s solicitor who had informed them that she would request that all fees incurred with The Green be covered by the Owner/ Developer of the adjacent site. She would correspond with the owner’s legal advisors.
061/14 Belbroughton Cricket Club
   The clerk had circulated the two letters and 3 sets of annual accounts supplied by the cricket club in support of a request for £6000. The Committee deferred a decision to consider a grant or loan.  A grant could not be considered as this was outside the annual consideration period for grants to parish bodies. The clerk was asked to write to the club informing it of this decision and also seeking information on the timing of its Biffa Trust grant application and whether this application was contingent upon the club having its 10% (£6000) confirmed.
   The clerk was asked to seek Calc confirmation on the terms the Parish Council could consider applying to loans it may give to qualifying entities.
062/14  Internal Audit:
   The Committee recommended the re-appointment of Mr John Benner to carry out the internal audit for the year ending 31st March 2013. The clerk was asked to enquire from Calc as to the desirable timescale if any of changing the internal auditor as the same individual has been acting for the Council for a number of years.
063/14  Maintenance work:
Cllrs.Hine and Green advised that flooding remained an issue on and around the pathway at Fairfield Recreation Ground.  The clerk was asked to investigate if a ‘soak away’ would alleviate the problem but the Committee was mindful that any works that were considered in due course were cost effective. 
     The meeting closed at 9.30 pm.
     Signed.......................................Chairman
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