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 Little Malvern & Welland Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 16th December 2013
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/wellandparishcouncil 

Present 

Cllrs. Mr D Atkinson (Chairman), Mrs A Calversbert, Mr B Downey, Mr R Cousins, Mr W Guy,

Mr P Hancock, Mrs B Hill, Mrs K Jefferies, Mrs M Pettit, Mr S Sharrock, Mr M Upright.
In Attendance
Mr D Sharp (Clerk) and 12 members of the public.
Before the meeting a discussion took place with residents concerning planning application 13/01388/FUL for 24 homes off Marlbank further to the public meeting held on 12th December.  A number of concerns were raised and the council confirmed they would be taken into consideration when a decision was made during the meeting. 
141/13
Apologies
There were none.
142/13 Interests
i. Councillors Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other Disclosable Interests regarding items on the agenda: Cllr. Cousins declared an interest in agenda item 8i (Planning) since application 13/01363/FUL concerned land opposite his property.  
ii. Notification of changes to the register of interests: There were none.

iii. To consider written requests from councillors for the council to grant a dispensation for those with Disclosable Interests to take part in discussions or voting.  (Written requests to be with the clerk at least 4 clear days prior to a meeting.): There were none.
143/13
Minutes
To consider for adoption the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting of 18th November: These were accepted as an accurate record and they were signed by the Chairman.
144/13
Progress reports and other matters arising from these minutes:  Cllr. Pettit had represented the Parish Council at the recent hearing for a planning application at Lawn Farm, Drake Street.

145/13
Reports by District and County Councillors and other Representatives.

District Cllr. Roger Cousins stressed the importance of residents completing the WCC consultation survey regarding the future of subsidised bus services.  He also warned there may be changes to child and housing benefit and council tax payments.

It was also mentioned that daycare centres may close.  WCC to make a decision in January.

Finally he expected the new SWDP figures to be resubmitted in March.

146/13
Committee & Working Party Reports & Recommendations
i. Neighbourhood Planning Group: Cllr. Calvesbert presented the recommendation of the group to proceed with a Plan, the initial step to apply to MHDC for a Neighbourhood Area covering the Parish of Welland and so enable grant funding to allow full consultation with residents and other interested parties. 
ii. Playing Fields: The Football Club had requested that sponsors advertising boards be allowed to be put up on Spitalfields.  The Clerk was to get more information before a decision was to be made.


The Clerk also informed the Council that the Football Club had submitted an 'Expression of 
Interest' regarding the granting of any S106 funds that may become available in the future.   

147/13
Neighbourhood Plan
To consider whether proceed with a Neighbourhood Plan and to apply to MHDC for Neighbourhood Area Status as recommended by the Working Group:  The recommendation was approved unanimously to proceed with a plan and to apply for Neighbourhood Area status.  The working group would continue and draft the application at the January group meeting.   
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148/13
Planning:
The following applications were considered:
	Application No
	From
	Details

	13/01388/FUL
	DB Land & Planning

Land at OS79514008 Marlbank
	Erection of 24 dwellings including 12 market and 12 affordable homes.

	13/01363/FUL
	Mrs Mary E Purser
 The Tallet, Gloucester Road
	Change of use from holiday let to residential dwelling

	13/01560/FUL
	Rachel Tattersall 

Myrtle Cottage, Drake Street
	Extension to existing barn for storage of hay and straw.  Putting in new agricultural access

	13/01113/HOU
	Miss H Maddock

12 Chestnut Close
	Two storey rear extension.


District Cllr. Roger Cousins abstained from voting due to his position on the Southern Area Committee.

13/01388/FUL – It was agreed to recommend refusal: The wording of the response was to be finalised outside the meeting but will be appended to these minutes. 
13/01363/FUL – It was agreed to recommend approval provided that the recommendations of WCC Highways are enforced. Namely acceptable access displays and parking/turning provision. 
13/01560/FUL & 13/01113/HOU – It was agreed to recommend for approval. 
149/13
Highways & Footpaths
The footpaths warden, Mrs Ann Brookes, reported that she had surveyed several paths with Tracy Sutton (WCC footpath officer) and she had identified several styles near Marlbank Farm that were to be replaced by gates.

It was noted that parking restrictions on the turning area outside the village hall were often being ignored.

The Clerk was to request that the speed detector van be deployed at the site outside the cemetery on Marlbank.
150/13 Bus Services 
To consider a response to the WCC Subsidised Bus Service Review:  It was agreed that the withdrawal of the local service would have a profound detrimental effect on many residents and the Clerk was to draft a suitable response.
151/13
Correspondence
The following correspondence was presented: 
	From
	*email
	Subject

	CALC
	*
	Updates

	Age UK
	*
	Free Energy Event

	MHDC
	*
	News Update - Winter 2013 

	NALC
	*
	Council Tax Benefit Support Grant

	Upton Police Station
	*
	Christmas or New Year organised events

	Hanley Castle High School
	*
	Consultation on the cuts to subsidised bus services

	NALC
	*
	COUNCIL TAX BENEFIT SUPPORT GRANT

	MHDC
	*
	Housing Land Supply Issues 

	Upton Police Station
	*
	CRIME FIGURES FOR NOVEMBER 2013

	Bishops Wood Centre
	*
	"Growing Worcestershire" 

	WCC
	*
	AONB Joint Advisory Committee - Friday, 29 November 2013

	Welland Junior Football Club
	
	S106 Expression of Interest

	Paul Kemp
	
	Speeding Traffic/Collision with pet dog
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152/13
Finance
i. To consider reports from auditors regarding the accounts for 2012/13 and to consider the effectiveness of the internal audit:  The reports from both internal and external auditors were considered and any action requested was agreed.  The internal audit was deemed adequate for the needs of the Parish Council. 
ii. To consider payment of invoices presented:
The following payments were approved from the Main Account:
	From/Due to
	Date
	Amount
	Details

	Jeremy Moore
	04/12
	£236.00
	Lengthman Duties (November)

	Worcestershire CALC
	21/11
	£10.00
	Meeting

	Upton Community Care
	-
	£50.00
	Donation

	Upton Shuttle

(Upton Town Council)
	-
	£50.00
	Donation

	Malvern Hills CAB
	-
	£50.00
	Donation

	Macmillan Cancer Support
	-
	£50.00
	Donation

	Edwin Hardman
	16/12
	£72.00
	Handyman (£90 gross)

	DA Sharp
	-
	£175.00
	Clerk’s First ½ Year Expenses 13/14

	DA Sharp
	16/12
	£314.76
	Clerk’s Fee (£393.36 Gross SP25)

	
	TOTAL
	£1,007.76
	


Accounts Summary
	Reserves Lloyds B/F
	£96.88
	£96.88
	
	Main Account B/F
	£7,951.39

	Reserves BOI B/F
	£2,864.35
	
	
	WCC Lengthman (Sep-Oct)
	£354.00

	Interest
	£0.22
	£2,864.57
	
	
	

	Fete Account
	£200.56
	£200.56
	
	
	

	Buildings Account
	£3,132.51
	£3,132.51
	
	December Payments
	(£1,007.76)

	Total C/F
	
	£6,294.52
	
	Main Account C/F
	£7,297.63


153/13
Any other matters for report or for future consideration
The Clerk asked councillors to consider any schemes that they wish to be considered for 2014/15 so that costings could be included in the budget which would be finalised next month.

Clerk to make enquiries regarding the mobile VAS which Hanley Castle Parish Council were to have fixed.  

154/13
Date of the next meeting
Monday 20th January was confirmed.
There being no further business the meeting concluded at 9.30 pm. 

APPENDIX

Parish Council response to planning application 13/01388/FUL

The Parish Council recommends refusal on a number of grounds:

1.

Paragraphs 115 and 116 of Section 11 of the NPPF clearly state:

115. Great weight should be given to conserving landscape and scenic beauty in

National Parks, the Broads and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, which

have the highest status of protection in relation to landscape and scenic

beauty. The conservation of wildlife and cultural heritage are important

considerations in all these areas, and should be given great weight in

National Parks and the Broads.

116. Planning permission should be refused for major developments in these

designated areas except in exceptional circumstances and where it can be

demonstrated they are in the public interest.

There are no features in this application that set it apart from a standard application and hence there is no reason for it to be approved. No heed has been paid to views too and from the Malvern Hills and if it were approved it would set a precedent for other similar 'standard' applications to be made within the AONB. The Parish Council believes that development in an AONB should only occur in exceptional circumstances and with an exceptional design that is sympathetic to an AONB. This application provides neither.

2.

No regard has been paid to flooding that occurs both within this land and also to land and properties downstream of the adjacent brook.

3.

No need for this development has been proved. The survey which was undertaken was done without the approval of County, District and Parish Councils and in no way should it be considered a 'housing needs survey' nor given the credence that such a survey would merit. The Parish Council has recently agreed to proceed with a Neighbourhood Development Plan and as such a suitable in depth housing needs survey will be completed and various plots of land reviewed for their suitability for development. This process should be allowed to proceed unhindered by speculative applications such as this.

4.

We have reservations that the foul drainage system cannot cope with such a development and there is no report from Severn Trent Water to the contrary.

5.

Access to and from the site is unsafe. It is directly opposite a primary school and near a designated crossing area.

