Minutes of Berrow Parish Council 18th March 2014

The Minutes of Berrow Parish Council
Held at  Berrow and Pendock Village Hall on Tuesday 18th March 2014 at 8.00pm.
Present: Cllrs.  Richard Fellows,  Geoff  Shail, Mike Thomas,  Ruth Coates, Rob Morgan and Angela Tomkinson.
14th May
1. Apologies:  Apologies were received from Cllr Stan Morse.
2. Declaration of Interests : Councillors were reminded that they should keep their Register of Interests up to date.  There were no personal interests declared in respect of items on the Agenda.
3. Minutes:  The minutes of the meeting held on 10th December 2013 were approved and signed.
4. Progress Reports:

a. Berrow & Pendock Village Hall Lease:   The Clerk reported that the council’s solicitor had made some minor  legal changes to the lease following discussions with Parish councillors:
·  it had been agreed that searches would not be made due to cost and it being  a continuing lease
· The lease would be drafted as Tenants in common
· An idea of Landlords costs would be obtained prior to signing.
5. Financial Report:  
a. Financial Statements:  The following transactions had taken place since the last meeting:

£

Outgoings:

Lengthsman
590.00



Room hire
  40.00



Clerk’s salary
126.00



     Total
            £756.00






£

Incomings: 

Worc. CC
472.00



Interest

    0.06




  Total  
             £472.06
Balance at 10th December 2013
£2,006.57

Balance at 18th March 2014

£1,722.63  - as per bank statement
b. Donation toward Churchyard Maintenance :  It was proposed and agreed to donate £250 toward upkeep of Berrow churchyard – in line with budget provision .

c. Audit:  The Clerk reported that Berrow Parish Council had received the audit papers from Grant Thornton stating that the Council had been selected for an intermediate audit.  To fulfil the requirements of the external auditors they would require additional documentation to ensure that proper governance of Council funds was being maintained.
The clerk reported that she was unable to find a copy of this council’s  financial regulations and had therefore drafted new regulations which matched current procedures and internal controls.   The meeting worked through these regulations, agreed that internet banking, direct debiting and BACS were not relevant to the Council.   It also agreed that there were sufficient internal controls within the regulations based on the very limited transactions by the council each year not to require a separate document.    The meeting also agreed that a bank reconciliation should be signed off at each meeting which would act as a further control for fraud.

The regulations as presented where proposed and adopted and the Council agreed that all necessary procedures to ensure good governance were in place.

d. Appointment of Internal Auditor:   It was proposed and agreed that Mr Mealing be appointed internal auditor for this year’s financial statements.
6. Section 137 Grants: An application had been received for Discretionary Rural Rate Relief for the Duke of York.  The Council considered the three options available and it was proposed and agreed that  option B should be selected which enabled a 25% discretionary relieve to be awarded.
7. Correspondence:

a. Road Closure – Chase End Street:  The Clerk reported that she had been in correspondence with both the Highways and through Bromsberrow Estates, the contractors Morgan Sindall.  It is anticipated that the works should be completed by 28th March and that the contractors have agreed to make good.   She had been in touch with the lengthsman who was prepared to report on any failings of the contractors in making good.
b. Lengthsman Scheme 2014-15:  The clerk had received notification from Highways that funding to the tune of £2120.60 would be available for the coming year.   It was agreed that Jeremy Moore would again be contracted and he would be shortly providing a schedule of work for the year.   The Clerk would sign and return the contract to Worcestershire highways and a contract had been renewed  with the lengthsman.
c. Application for lawful development certificate, bungalow, Chadds Lane:  An application had been received offering the Parish Council the opportunity to comment on  the accuracy of the evidence submitted regarding the continued use of an extension to the existing bungalow.   It was the view of the Council that as they were not in a position to either agree or disagree with the accuracy of the application’s evidence that no comments would be made.
d. Planning Approval, The Old Vicarage, Hollybush:  It was reported that full planning permission have been granted to alterations, extension, construction of detached timber garage and change of use of a paddock to garden at the above address.
e. Request for information regarding flooding impact on local farmers:   The Council were not aware of any farms in the parish which had suffered from flooding, it was noted that the work on improving the ditches in the area had cleared the roads and fields quickly down to Longdon Marsh after the excessive rains experienced this winter.
f. Draft List Supplementary Planning Document:   A letter had been received from MHDC advising the Parish that it was preparing a list of buildings/structures/historic designed landscapes of local interest.   The council is interested to hear councillors views on the draft SPD and the document can be viewed online from the council website.
g. Malvern Hills Conservators Land Management Plan 2015-2020:  A letter had been received notifying the council that the Conservators will be making available several consultation opportunities to put the council’s thoughts forward on the plan as it develops.
h. Debate on Health and Social Care:  The Council was informed of a public debate being held on 16th April 2014  where the topic under discussion was Health and Social Care in the Parishes.
8. Date of the Annual Parish Meeting and the Date of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council: commencing at 7.45pm 20th May 2014 at the Berrow and Pendock Village Hall.
The meeting closed at 8.50pm.

Signed ……………………………………………………..

Date……………………………………………..



Chairman

Notes of Public Question Time
There were no members of the parish in attendance 

As there were no members of the public at the meeting there was no adjournment for the discussion of views.
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