Minutes of Pendock Parish Council 4th February 2014

The Minutes of Pendock Parish Council
Held at  Pendock School at 7.30pm on 4th February 2014
Present: Cllrs John Humphreys,   Rosemary Philipson-Stow,  John Davison, Adrian Lovegrove and Simon Fellows
In attendance: Five members of the Parish.

1. Apologies:  District Cllr. Bronwen Behan
2. Declaration of Interests:  Cllr Rosemary Philipson-Stow reminded the council of her interest in the Environmental Green Waste site.
3. Minutes:  The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd December 2013 were approved and signed.
4. Progress Reports:

a. Speeding through the villages:  The Clerk reported that having contacted the Safer Roads Partnership they had responded with a letter stating that the matter would be considered in January 2014, however, a subsequent communication apologised that due to pressure of work they had been unable to get to Pendock but will endeavour to get there as soon as possible.
b. Berrow & Pendock Village Hall Lease: The Clerk reported that she had just received a copy of the draft lease from the solicitors.  It was agreed that copies should be forwarded to each Councillor for review.
c. Parish Plan:  Unfortunately no further report had been received from Cllr Noble who was not in attendance.  The clerk reported however, that Cllr Noble had emailed her in response to a request from Richard Timney for a further meeting stating that due to pressure of work she was unable to offer any time to the project for the next few months.
The Chairman asked if any other Council Member was interested in taking on the project but since nobody was prepared to take it on, it was suggested that a notice be placed in the shop to see if any member of the Parish was interested in taking over the reins of the project.

The Clerk reported that having spoken to AirBand regarding the faster Broadband Service, only those with post codes of Pendock and Redmarley would be considered in the initial take up and unfortunately insufficient numbers from this restricted area had signed up therefore the project would not be going ahead.

The January newsletter from Superfast Worcestershire included a map showing anticipated deployment of fibre broadband.  Unfortunately Pendock was not within the deployment area.   Copies of the newsletter can be obtained from the Clerk.
d. Pendock Garage – Application for lawful development certificate:  The Chairman reported that the matter was still awaiting a legal decision but it was hoped that a decision would be made in March.  The Clerk reported that the Environmental Agency had not yet responded to the letter written after the last meeting.
e. Broken drain on School Lane, Upper Pendock:  The Clerk reported that on requesting an update from Highways they reported that their response was that Highways Maintenance considered this to be a piped ditch not a highway drain and therefore the responsibility of the adjacent landowner.  However as this cannot be proved the drainage authority are unable to issue an enforcement notice.
The Clerk was requested to respond stating that the highways had admitted this drain was taking water off the main road and therefore was their responsibility and not that of the landowner and should be mended.
5. Finance Report: 
 The Council approved the transactions below:
Outgoings: 
Lengthsman

 
            236.00


Room Hire


              10.00


Clerk’s salary – Oct/Nov                           198.00


Stationery



27.91



Parish Plan



88.20

        
 Total Outgoings


           £560.11
Incomings:



Lengthsman scheme


118.00


Single Farm Payment

            1406.94



Interest




      .72

Total Incomings



          £1,525.66
Total funds at 3rd December 2013
  £9,207.17

Total funds at 4th January 2014
£10,172.72

It was proposed and agreed that the Parish Council should donate £250 towards the churchyard upkeep.

6. Liaison Group Report – Green Waste Site: 
Cllr Lovegrove reported that he had received the County Council report to be presented at the February meeting of MHDC planning committee.  The report recommended approval of the extended site opening hours but had still left areas where the Parish could still argue a case against this recommendation.   Cllr Lovegrove would represent the Parish at the Planning Meeting highlighting some of the concerns and issues that did not seem to be addressed by the Worcestershire County Council report.
7. Correspondence:  
a. Draft Local List Supplementary Planning document Consultation:  A letter had been received from MHDC advising the Parish that it was preparing a list of buildings/structures/historic designed landscapes of local interest.   The council is interested to hear councillors views on the draft SPD and the document can be viewed online from the council website.
8. Flooding:

a. Upper Pendock: The Chairman reported that the Lower Severn Drainage Board were hoping to take control of Longdon Brook out to the River Severn.   He reported that most of the brooks running down to Longdon were being maintained but beyond that point the brook becomes the responsibility of the Environmental Agency and they had failed to maintain it in a state whereby the water could escape to the river.
It was agreed that the Clerk would write to Mr Mike Barns at the Lower Severn Drainage Board offering the council’s support to its taking control of future maintenance of this waterway.

b. Pendock Cross:   Following a report of flooding to the back of the houses including the shop due to an excess of water coming off the field next to the motorway where recent land drains had been replaced thus compacting the land, investigations by both the Highways and the drainage authority have initiated the clearing of any blocked drains and if necessary a new drain inserted from the end of the ditch behind the houses to meet up with the road drain.
9. Items for future agenda: Closure of M50 Horse Bridge.  The Clerk was requested to find out if a closure date had been determined and what advertising was been prepared to inform local inhabitants.
10. Date of the next Meeting:  7.30pm on Tuesday 25th March at Pendock Primary School.
The meeting closed at 8.55 p.m..

Signed ……………………………………………………..

Date……………………………………………..



Chairman

Notes of Public Question Time

Five members of the public were in attendance and raised the following concerns during Public Question Time:

1. Water tenders were leaving the environmental waste site full of water
2. Flooding at Pendock Cross
The meeting was adjourned for Public Question Time, notes of which are appended to these minutes.
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