

HINDLIP, MARTIN HUSSINGTREE AND SALWARPE PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

HELD AT SALWARPE VILLAGE HALL

MONDAY MARCH 16th 2009
Present:  





Ms Barbara Meddings (chairman) Mrs. C. Hughes Mrs M Armitage, Ms P. Edwards, Cllrs John Brodrick J.Hill, R. Hatfield, G. Harrison, A. Thomas, James Brodrick, D. Luscombe.
In Attendance:   

                 


Mrs J. Felton (Clerk)

                                    Mr E.  Showell (Tree Warden)

Mr. D. Cullom Parish Footpath Office, Salwarpe and Martin Hussingtree




3 members of the public

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
Apologies were received from District Cllrs. A. Fisher, T.Miller. County Cllr E. Sheldon, Mrs J. Grotefeld, Parish Footpath Officer – Hindlip.

2. MINUTES: The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 17th March  2008 were approved and signed.

3. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: The Chairman presented the following report and circulated a detailed of the issues that have been dealt with by the Parish Council during the year. This list is included as Appendix 1.
The Council has continued with  Public Question Time to which residents are invited to give their views and question the Parish Council on issues affecting the three Parishes, prior to  commencement of  Council meetings.

Residents have exercised this right throughout the year indicating that the community supports the work that the Council has undertaken on its behalf.

The issue that has dominated the year has been the West Midlands Regional Strategy and the proposed South Worcestershire Options for future development within the three parishes from 2011 – 2026.  Every available form of communication has been used to alert residents to the potential impact of proposals and support was given to two action groups formed by residents: (i) Salwarpe Village (ii)  Copcut Lane.

I highlight the Council’s strenuous involvement in major development proposals,

namely:

(1)
Worcester Rugby Club’s extensive site development including the East Stadium facing Pershore Lane, the Park & Ride Terminal, the Offerton Lane  Amateur pitches and the major road re-development on Pershore Lane.

(2)
West Mercia Police Headquarters development and new drive onto Pershore Lane, Hindlip.

(3)
The re-development of the former Hatchery and ensuing road alterations  in Drury Lane.  A Public Meeting was held with over 30 residents expressing their views and concerns.

(4)
The Council’s successful robust objections at an Appeal Hearing on live/work unit proposals for the former Poultry Houses off Drury Lane, Martin Hussingtree.

(5)
Preparation of Flood Data maps and Water management controls following the devastating July 2007 floods which affected properties in the three parishes. Receipt of a County Council Grant of £1000 to undertake remedial flood relief work.

(6)
Launch of a Parish Council Website and Freedom of Information Act 2009             Publication Scheme.

(7)
Illegal roadside Travellers camps on the A38 Sandyway, at one stage involving 22 caravans, seventy plus travellers with horses and dogs from the UK and Europe.  Dealing with rubbish and ensuing disturbances to surrounding landowners.   Installation of a  prevention ditch scheme.  Review of  protection of our “Green”  at Martin Hussingtree.

The Parish Council was consulted on 35 Planning applications throughout the year.

Appreciation is expressed for the support provided to the Parish Council throughout the year by:

               County Councillor Ted Sheldon and  District Councillors Alan Fisher and Tony Miller.                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                  The Parish Council thanks our volunteers:

Parish Path Wardens for actively walking and protecting our Parish Public Rights of

Way:  David Cullom covering   Salwarpe and Martin Hussingtree Parishes.

           Janet Grotefeld covering Hindlip Parish.

Parish Tree Warden – 
Ted Showell - ensuring protection of trees throughout our three Parishes.

Welcome to Co-opted Parish Councillor: 

Mr David Luscombe representing Salwarpe.

Introducing New Clerk to the Council: 
Mrs Julia Felton, who commenced in September 2008.  Having completed the

probationary period, she will be undertaking Association of Local Council training.
Finally, I thank
The Vice Chairman Mrs Carol Hughes for her invaluable support and Councillors

for their hard work throughout the past year.

2. PARISH PATHS WARDENS REPORT PRESENTED BY MR. D. CULLOM
There are 2 Parish Paths Wardens: 

Mr David Cullom – Salwarpe and Martin Hussingtree Parishes

Mrs Janet Grotefeld – Hindlip Parish – who was appointed at the end of 2008.

The Wardens are appointed by Worcestershire County Council Rights of Way Department  in agreement with the Parish Council.  They work in liaison with the full time Area Access Officer for North East Worcestershire at County Hall.  The work of the Parish Wardens is entirely on a voluntary basis.

Their role is to:

i. Carry out regular inspections of the Rights of Way in their parishes.

ii. Liaise with landowners generally, and also where problems arise if practical.

iii. Carry out minor clearance of vegetation growth e.g.: clear stiles, gates, signposts    

       etc.  which is within their ability.

iv. Ensure routes are waymarked.

v. Report any defects which cannot be dealt with locally to the Area Access Officer  and work with him to resolve them. There is a good working relationship between he Wardens and the professional staff.

There is an Annual Meeting for Wardens in our area with the full time staff where we are brought up to date with new policy and procedures.

Keeping the Rights of Way open and usable is an on-going task with new – often minor – problems arising on a regular basis.  The Wardens endeavour to be pro-active and be aware of such problems as they arise and helpful to landowners and users alike.

This approach has been carried out during the past year 2008 – 2009.  Additionally a number of new metal gates have been installed in lieu of stiles, particularly in the area around Martin Church with others yet to be installed.

A list of 15 Sign Posts needing replacing (broken or missing) has been sent to the Rights of Way department for action. 



A recent survey of Hindlip parish has identified a number of obstructed paths and other defects which will be attended to as soon as possible.
Within the 3 parishes:
                                                                    No of Footpaths/                       Length

                                                                    Bridleway

HINDLIP                                                         53                                         12.408 kms

MARTIN  HUSSINGTREE                            40                                         11.163 kms

SALWARPE                                                    49                                         17.974 kms

                                                                      --------                                      --------------

                             Total                                    142                                        41.545 kms

                                                                                            Average:             0.292 kms

3. TREE REPORT PRESENTED BY MR. E. SHOWELL
In addition to his inspections of trees covered by Tree Preservation Orders, Mr Showell is currently assisting a county Council working group in the recording of ancient trees within the three Parishes. This may result in the necessity for additional Tree Preservation Orders to be applied for.
Both Mr Cullom and Mr Showell were thanked for their hard work on behalf of the Parish Council.

4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Mr D. Middlemass reported a conversation with a member of the County Council Highways dept. regarding responsibility for hedge cutting – the County Council will only cut roadside hedges if they overhang the highway..
Mrs B. Middlemass expressed concern regarding the affect of South Worcester Joint Core Strategies on the Conservation Areas within the parishes.

There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 7.45 p.m.
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