WARNDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held Monday 3rd February 2014 at Lyppard Grange Community Centre at 7.30pm

The Chairman read out a short testimony to celebrate the life of Les Bishop, former parish Council Clerk, who had recently passed away. There followed a minutes silence.

Present:

N. Fielden (Chairman), D. Long (V/Chairman), R. Morris, L. Morris, S. McKay, V. Barrall

M. Bayliss.

Also present: County Cllr A. Roberts, Parish Warden T. Pond, Ward Cllr L. Hodgson, 

P. Broome (Press), Local Police representatives.

Apologies:

Ward Cllr S. Hodgson.

Declarations of Interests & applications for Councillor Dispensations:
None.

	Item:
	Minute recorded:
	Action by:

	98.
	The minutes of a meeting held 6th January 2014 were agreed and signed as a true record. Proposed R. Morris, seconded D. Long. All agreed. No matters arising.

	

	99.
	Reports received:
Police – recent statistics were reported:

3 anti-social behaviour incidents

2 suspicious circumstances re vehicles

1 assault

1 burglary

County Councillor – report circulated by email. Noted re Worcs Acute Hospitals review regarding A&E provision and maternity provision.

Ward Councillor – report circulated by email. Noted re Worcester City budget consultation process.


	

	100.
	Financial matters:
Statement of accounts circulated by the Clerk. Noted £126.17 to be added to Jan column for the Xmas competition spend.

D. Long reported re the budget consultation seminar. An interesting event which highlighted the changes in the way central government are to fund the county and the savings to be made by 2018.

	DL to circulate a budget consultation summary and Cabinet report for info. 

	101.
	Planning & Rights of Way matters:

L. Morris had circulated the planning report for the month. 

The bus subsidy response had been returned as agreed at the previous meeting.

It was noted that Worcester City doesn’t circulate decision notices. M. Bayliss also noted that it may be raised at Scrutiny Committee later this year. The PC will be invited to attend.


	LM to raise the issue of receiving decision notices with Worcester City.

	102.
	Allotments update:

No particular matters to report.

Severn Trent has reviewed the water meter and invoice and a new invoice is to be issued for approx. £100.00.

Mabbs Orchard s106 funding – a meeting has been held to discuss options. Potential for play area in Swallowfields area, skate park, bike track? Other option is to extend/improve youth play provision at Swallowfields. A further meeting is to be held soon to discuss the options to date.

Newsletter article suggested for consultation.


	RM to draft a newsletter article as suggested.

	103.
	Environmental reports:
D. Merriman updated the PC on environmental works started and on-going tree works. Millwood Drive work in liaison with Highways as road closure required.
Some negative comments received re tree work close to Hastings Drive due to pollarding of Willows.

Trotshill Lane West tree coppicing done and now much more open.

Woodgreen Drive tree works completed.

Still to check work in Caister Ave and path in Millwood Drive area.

Oak tree by allotments requires some work to be done. Other remedial tree works also identified and liaising with Tree Conservation Officer at Worcester City. Also to consider removal of high water demanding trees close to properties.
D. Merriman had met with another contractor re environmental works but no prices had so far been submitted.

Warndon Warden Walkabout set up on a monthly basis on the last Tuesday of the month. Two Wardens plus V. Barrall & D. Merriman with regular routes around certain areas to identify problem areas and to monitor works. T. Pond reported that ¾ of the work identified so far has been completed.
Trying to identify responsibility for the play area equipment on Trevithick Place which needs repair.

A member of the Public has offered to set up a Friends Group to work with T. Pond and manage the area / identify improvement works.

A newsletter article is suggested to promote this.

T. Pond reported that the VAS is to be moved tomorrow and figs will be passed to the Clerk.

	DM to draft a newsletter article re environmental updates locally. Also to circulate pictures of work happening/completed.

Environmental & Parish Warden invoices to be sent to Clerk by end Feb for March meeting payment.

	104.
	Leisure & Community affairs:

Fete –

It was agreed that the fete this year will be on the same terms as previous years. Theme still to be decided. The PC will have a table again.

Newsletter – 
It was agreed that distribution would be last week in March. Advertisements would be piloted if possible. It was suggested that City & ward Councillors might like a page in the future perhaps? All agreed that the newsletter needs to move forward in terms of self-financing and publishing. A working group of D. Long, R. Morris, S. Mackay & D. Merriman to meet and investigate options available.

It was agreed that an article in the newsletter about Les Bishop, former Clerk and recently deceased, would be appropriate. 

All articles to the Clerk by end of 3rd week Feb.


	Clerk to pay £2000.00 to LGCC to contribute to fund the fete.

Clerk to pilot advertisements in the newsletter and to speak to St Peter’s about their magazine.

Newsletter working group to meet and report back on how to move forward.

NF to draft an article about Les Bishop for the newsletter.

	105.
	Reports from Outside Bodies:
Lyppard Grange Management Board – a presentation had been made by the Youth Project Manager. It was noted that it was difficult to recruit young ladies however there had been just under 1000 attendees in 2013.

The Gardener for the Lyppards Grange area has now also been contracted to do outside the community centre.

A meeting had been held with the LGCC biggest user to agree new terms. A 2% increase in room hire costs had been agreed.

The lease with Worcester City is still being negotiated and terms are being looked at. Also looking at registering LGCC as a community asset for future protection.


	

	106.
	Annual Parish Meeting:

A theme is still needed before invitations can be sent out. The decision re a Speaker / topic was discussed and various options put forward including Duncan Sharkey, MD of Worcester City Council, H&W Fire Brigade re proposed changes, Worcester City finances, the environment, the workings of the PC, “hot topics” locally?? It was suggested that more than one topic or speaker may draw a wider audience? The Chairman asked that Councillors let him know their preferences asap so the invitations could be sent out. It was also agreed that the date could be moved to a later date in the month due to Easter holidays and that an 8pm start time would be better for those at work during the day to attend. Clerk asked to speak to LGCC and see what was available.


	Councillors to let the Chair know asap re options and preferences for the APM Speaker / topic.

Clerk to check with LGCC re a later date and time.

	107.
	Report of the Clerk:

Accounts approved for payment:

£523.92
Clerks salary

£136.35
HMRC payment
£1200.00
Worcester City – mower

£10800.00
Worcester City grass cutting 

£74.10             BT phone & broadband

£2000.00         LGCC fete funding


	Clerk to pay accounts as approved.

	108.
	Urgent Items at the discretion of the Chair:

None.


	

	
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.45pm


	


