Defford and Besford Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting
of Tuesday 28th January 2014
at Defford Village Hall
Present: 
Cllrs Robert Bemand (Chair), Sonja Lee, Ron Davies, Ian Spiers, Hazel Wakefield and Clive Woods.  
Also present:
Linda Blake, Clerk; 3 members of the public
1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest 

Apologies had been received from Cllrs Patricia Steele and Roy Shepherd. 
There were no declarations of interest made.  
2. Minutes of the meeting held on 26th November 2013 to be confirmed and signed

It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the 26th November 2013 be accepted and signed as a true record. 

3. Matters arising

· Village Hall Audio System; Following an enquiry from a member of the public at the last meeting, Councillor Shepherd had made some enquiries regarding options to provide microphones to allow Parish Council discussions to be heard more clearly. It was AGREED that this item would be put on the agenda for the next Council meeting when fully costed proposals would be considered.
4. Planning 

(a) New applications

W/13/02611/PP: Falcons, Harpley Road, Defford‏
Proposal:  Proposed ground floor extension to form facilities for a disabled person
                   





Planning Committee: No Objection
W/13/02118/OU: Defford Motors, Upton Road, Defford‏
Proposal:  Proposed redevelopment of site to create 8 residential units

                   





Planning Committee: No Objection
(b) Wychavon District Council decisions

None
Planning Appeal

W/10/00276/CU: Home Farm, St Peters Lane, Besford.

It was NOTED that the Parish Council’s objections to this appeal had been submitted to the Planning Inspectorate on 4 December 2013.
.

5. Finance
a) To approve any payments due

The following invoices totalling £1,671.53 were APPROVED for payment: R B Clements, Works to repair south east wall in Besford Churchyard; N Power Ltd, Street lighting Quarter 3; Defford Village Hall, hire January ‘14. 
It was AGREED that the Parish Clerk would write to R B Clements to thank him for the work he had done on the Besford Churchyard Wall and for saving the Parish Council a great deal of money with his very reasonable quote.
It was SUGGESTED that the Clerk should also write to both Defford and Besford Church Authorities to remind them of the importance of keeping the growth of ivy under control to prevent any further damage being sustained to churchyard walls
b) To set the precept for 2014/15
Following a meeting of the Finance and General Policy Committee, information was presented which showed that despite the recent changes affecting the Council tax base, if the precept amount was kept the same as for 2013/14, in Defford and Besford Parish this would actually mean a decrease in the Council tax charge per household.
It was noted that the recent expenditure to carry out repairs to the Churchyard Wall had resulted in expenditure above budget for the current financial year and that it would be prudent to try and replace this overspend amount over a five year period. 

The Parish Council AGREED to increase the precept for 2014/15 by £150. This increase amount will be ring-fenced into general reserves as part of a five year plan to offset the overspend in the current year caused by the cost of repairs to the Besford Churchyard Wall. It was AGREED that the precept for 2014/15 was therefore set at £8,860 which is equivalent to an approximate increase of 5 pence on a Band D Council tax charge.
6. To discuss the use of the New Homes Bonus including the purchase of dog waste bins

After a discussion on dog waste bins, it was AGREED that an article should be put in the Parish newsletter to reinforce the message that “Any bin will do” for the disposal of dog waste and that dog waste bins were therefore not required. Councillor Lee agreed to draft an article and forward it for inclusion in a future newsletter.
Various suggestions for the use of the New Homes Bonus money were discussed. It was AGREED that a notice should be put in the Parish Newsletter prior to the Annual Parish Meeting in May to invite parishioners to come along with suggestions for projects that this money could be used for. The Clerk would also write to local clubs and groups who may have a suitable project needing funding to invite them to attend the Annual Parish Meeting and make a short presentation.
7. To discuss the Ownership of the BT Telephone Kiosk

The Clerk reported that Wychavon District Council had confirmed that they owned the red telephone kiosk in the village and had written to ask if the Parish Council wished to take possession of it. There would be a £300 disconnection fee if the kiosk were to be moved, but it was likely that monies could be obtained from the Wychavon Council towards this cost.

It was AGREED that the Parish Council should not accept ownership of the Red Telephone Kiosk as this would bring associated ownership responsibilities should as maintenance and upkeep. The Clerk would write to Wychavon to let them know of the interest shown by the Defford Arms in adopting the kiosk as an information point.
8. To discuss Street Lighting in the Parish

The Clerk had approached Prysmian to get an indication of costs for changing the photocells in the lamps of street lights so that they would come on at dusk, go off at midnight, then come on at 6am and go off at dawn.
It was clear that energy savings could be made by making this change, but due to the difference in the types of lamp fitting on the Parish’s streetlights, the exact costs of changing the photocells could not be confirmed without a more detailed quote.
It was AGREED that the Clerk would contact Prysmian and request a detailed quote for changing photocells in all streetlights and also request further details with regard to the actual savings that would be made.

9. To discuss the address consultation in Church Lane and Church Road

It was reported that residents in Church Lane and Church Road had been experiencing problems as Royal Mail do not currently hold street / road name details for the postcode WR8 9BJ. For Royal Mail to amend their details, a consultation has to take place with local residents. On this occasion Wychavon had agreed to undertake the consultation exercise on behalf of the Parish, but an expression of support had been requested from the Parish Council.

It was AGREED that the Clerk would write to express the Parish Council’s support for Royal Mail to amend their data and change one street’s postcode so that Church Lane and Church Road can each have their own post code.
10. Councillors Reports
(a)  County Councillor A Hardman

Cllr Hardman was not present. 

(b)  District Councillor R Davis

Cllr Davis submitted his report as follows;
Wychavon District Council have been working hard to finalise its budgets and to achieve the targeted amount of savings with £4.3 million of savings already having been achieved. Cllr Davis reported that savings on his portfolio included £36,000 on cleaning of public toilets, £96,500 on street cleaning and £10,500 per annum on parks and maintenance contractors. The cessation of food waste collection had resulted in an annual saving of £586,000. 
(c) Parish Councillors

i. It was noted that it would be useful for the bus timetables to be posted more widely throughout the villages.
ii. Cllr Bemand raised the point that the streetlight at the bottom of Crown Lane, shines up the lane but not towards the main road. It was noted that the vegetation may have been allowed to grow to stop the lamp shining into resident’s homes and if this was the case, a blanking plate could be investigated.
iii. Cllrs Davis and Woods reported that the amount of mud being washed down onto the roadside at the bottom of Bluebell Lane has increased and it was suggested that a letter be written to the landowner stating that access has been made into the field at the wrong place and that they are responsible for removing the mud from the road.
11. Correspondence and matters to be raised for next agenda 

· None
12. To confirm date of the next meeting 

The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 25th March 2014 at Defford Village Hall. 

The meeting was closed at 9:15pm. 

Public Questions / Comments
i. A parishioner asked whether there had been any further news regarding the planning application for the site next to the Village Hall.
ii. A parishioner from Defford spoke regarding the agenda item on dog waste bins. She stated that a recent advertising campaign had been conducted using the slogan “Bag that poo, any rubbish bin will do” and therefore spending money on dog waste bins was unnecessary expenditure as there were already 6 rubbish bins in the village.
iii. The presence of water going down the main road near to Keppel Gate was pointed out and that in the cold weather this was causing very icy conditions.
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