	
	KIDDERMINSTER FOREIGN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 

 held on Monday 24th February  2014 
at 7.45pm at Trimpley Village Hall 

	
	Present:  Councillor B. Phillips
                 Councillor G. Yarranton
                 Councillor C Grainger
                 Councillor J. Gammond

CSO Sue Eden was in attendance
	Councillor R. Jennings
Councillor Mrs. L. Green
Councillor Mrs C Gammond
Mrs. E. Whitehouse (Clerk)
 2 members of the public were present 

	1.
	Police Report 
CSO Eden had little to report.  

There had been just one incidence of young lads driving around in the car park at High Habberley House.
CC Yarranton asked for more vigiliance to be given by the police to cars turning right at Catchems End – which was still a problem.
Cllr.  Grainger – had been approached by someone asking for sponsorship/donation to a “Police Club” – organising activities for youngsters.  He asked if this was a genuine request.  CSO Eden would look into this.    
Public Open Forum
Ben Cofield – reported that in Eymore Lane – just after The Guildings – there was a drain which had been dug up and appeared broken.  

Ron Collins  - Rob Deri and Kevin Oliver were to attend to provision of  signs at bottom of Hollies Lane.

	2.
	Apologies for Absence:  None.

	3.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:        Councillor James Gammond and Councillor Mrs. Gammond declared an interest re Village Hall, being committee members.  Councillor Yarranton advised that he was a member of the District Planning Committee, and as such, reserved the right to change his opinion on planning applications at District Meetings, should further evidence be presented by Planning Officers.  Cllr. Grainger declared an interest in any items in connection with Riddings Brook

	4.


	Approval of the Minutes The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 20th January 2014 were approved and signed.

	5.
	PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL:
a.          Previous planning applications

14/0014 Change of use of land to the keeping of horses and erection of a stable with hay store at Crundalls Farm House, Crundalls Lane, Bewdley, DY121NB.
Awaiting decision
b.         New applications received
14/0051 - Single and two storey rear extensions and front bay window extension at 26, LOW HABBERLEY, KIDDERMINSTER, DY115RA
Comment: No objection and recommend approval.
14/0065 -  Creation of 1 Unit holiday let accommodation with access, parking and associated works at ROCK HOUSE, LOW HABBERLEY, KIDDERMINSTER, DY115RQ
Comment: Clerk to ask Planning Officer for a deferrment for various reasons – viz:
a) why had there been no survey presented regarding wildlife using the cave?
b) there were concerns about the applicant having the right to use the access from Low Habberley Farm to get to the application site.  Could this be verified? 
c) the MOD oil pipeline was reported to run across where the proposed car park was to be sited.  

Clerk to raise these matters with Emma Anning, Planning Case Officer. 
c.        Compliance Issues
Playhouse erected adjacent to Amenity/Storage Building (permission granted) to be used in conjunction with adjoining land use – Hollies Lane.  
Again, concern was expressed that there appeared to be no movement in respect of enforcement of this.  Also, it was suggested that the septic tank ought to have been removed as an enforcement measure.  Lack of enforcement staff numbers at District Council was given as the reason by Cllr. Yarranton.   

	6. 
	Progress Reports on Outstanding Items
a) Low Habberley – flooding
Following the site meeting with the representative from Godfrey Payton in respect of the land belonging to the Sir Thos. White trust, Clerk had received a formal agreement in respect of carrying out the proposed work at the drainage chamber.   This had been duly signed by the Clerk on behalf of the Parish Council, and David Hunter on behalf of the County Council.  An invoice for travelling expenses for the representative from Godfrey Payton in the amount of £105.60 was also tabled for payment.  Clerk also confirmed receipt in the bank account of £2000 as a grant arranged by County Cllr. Gordon Yarranton to cover the work proposed.  Clerk was instructed to also contact Mr. Yapp who owned the lower car park at Fountain Court concerning the work which was proposed.  It was agreed that a sub-committee of the Chairman and Vice Chair with devolved powers, would conduct this meeting.
b) Flooded Foopath – Trimpley Green – 

Probation service were currently working on digging a new ditch to take the flooding off the footpath.  The flow from the ditch will be held back with a flow restrictor, so that there will be a gentle release down into the Honey Brook, to prevent flooding further down.  
c) Drain at Lightmarsh

This had been installed, and paid for by Mrs. Pauline Grainger.   A copy of the receipted account was to be sent by the Clerk to Kirsten Huizer, Wyre Forest District Council, who would pay a grant of £500 to the Parish Council to refund part of the cost to Mrs. Grainger.
d) Severn Trent Fencing at the Reservoir car park 
Gate into the wood now locked – presumably by Arley Estate.  Councillors also reported that the car park was very untidy, with a large amount of litter, and Cllr. C. Gammond advised that she would contact Severn Trent about this.
       e)  Road Closure  -  Shatterford Road and also Hoarstone Lane - a considerable amount of confusion had arisen concerning signs which had been erected advising that Shatterford road would be closed.  However, the exact dates could not be confirmed by the County Council who advised that the closure was for Severn Trent to undertake works.  Councillor Carole Gammond had undertaken a lot of work in trying to ascertain where and when the closure would take place.  It was now thought that the works closing this lane would be between 19th March and 4th April.  In the meantime, Hoarstone Lane was also closed for a short period whilst potholes were repaired – albeit somewhat badly.  Cllr. Yarranton would report on this poor work to the County Council.  
f) Localism and arrangements for the takeover of services from the District Council
Clerk advised that she had received an e-mail from the County Council offering a grant of £1317 p.a. for litterpicking and bin emptying in the parish.  Cllr. Yarranton and the chairman Cllr. Phillips advised that in previous discussions it had been decided that the parish could not take on this service for less than £1700 p.a.   Clerk to advise the District Council accordingly.  With regard to grass cutting, Wyre Forest District advised that further discussion needed to take place before any proposals could be put forward.  Clerk advised that she had heard that capital equipment outlay would not be fully funded, but only funded to 50% with match funding to be found by the Parish.   Further discussions were needed on this matter. 
      g)  Grit Bin – Northwood Lane – Clerk to contact the Halford Trust to see if a grit provision could be made on the tarmaced road on their Hill Farm site, as a safety measure for local residents, in case there was any chance of slipping through the barriers onto the rail track beyond.

	7.
	Newsletter

Clerk requested items for the Newsletter, and for photos to be taken as opportunity arises.
A discussion also took place about the distribution of newsletters, and it was agreed that the Clerk should add Wassell Wood House, and Wassell Wood Farm to her postal distribution, and also to cover distribution of newsletters to any dwellings in Shatterford Lane after Park Attwood Clinic.

	8.
	Lengthsman -  
 Councillor Yarranton advised that he had additional cones for the lengthsman.  Clerk advised that there was an amount of £225 left to spend in the lengthsman’s budget for this current financial year. 

	9.
	Financial Reports 
a) Cheques signed
PAYE re Clerk - £54.60
Lengthsman’s Work - £210.00
Godfrey Payton re Sir Thomas White Trust – Travel expenses of representative to visit site at Low Habberley - £105.60

	10.
	County and District Council, Correspondence & CALC Matters
District Council Parish Games Quiz Night – 
Clerk advised that she would ensure there was a team to represent the parish.
Worcs  Area CALC Meeting – Next meeting scheduled for 10th April 2014.
Cuts to subsidies re Local Buses – due to strong opposition voice, any action regarding cuts had now been delayed until September.    

Cuts to Fire Service – the threat to close Bewdley Fire Station had been averted, and the station would be retained. 
Footpath P3 Grant request and allocation for 2014/15
Clerk provided the grant forms to Cllr. Mrs. C. Gammond.  The maximum grant allocation for next year was £500.

County Councillor Yarranton reported:-

Signage near Habberley Valley –  had been replaced.

Valley Close potholes – had been reported.     

	11.
	Other Matters
Trees blown down near Trimpley crossroads -   thanks to Councillor James Gammond for removing, and chopping up into manageable logs.

Several trees had blown down during recent gales and windy conditions.

Tree blown down over bridleway – Habberley Valley - had been reported.

It was also reported that Mrs. Briggs was having dangerous trees taken down (between Wildwoods and The Mount) – an action that was welcomed.    However, it was also mentioned that there were still some branches which were touching phone lines.

Black Pools – it was reported that the post and plaque explaining works that had been undertaken had disappeared.

Fly Tipping – a case of flytipping of tyres (by an AA Van) was witnessed and caught on CCTV in Halls Farm lane.  A report had been lodged on this.
 

	 12.
	Date of Next Meeting –   confirmed as Monday 17th March 2014
The meeting closed at 10.05pm 
                                                                                   _   ______________________    
                                                                                   Chairman  - 17/3/14
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