

Defford and Besford Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting
of Tuesday 25th March 2014
at Defford Village Hall
Present: 
Cllrs Clive Woods (elected Chairman) Ron Davis, Roy Shepherd, Ian Spiers, Patricia Steele and Hazel Wakefield. 
Also present:
Linda Blake, Clerk; 11 members of the public
In the absence of the Chairman and Deputy Chairman, it was AGREED that Councillor Clive Woods would chair the meeting
1. Apologies
Apologies had been received from Cllrs Robert Bemand, Sonja Lee and David Robinson 
2. Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest made.  
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 28th January 2014 to be confirmed and signed

It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the 28th January 2014 be accepted and signed as a true record. 

4. Progress Reports
a) Speeding Traffic in Defford; following matters raised at previous Council meetings, the Clerk had now heard back from The Safer Roads Partnership who have carried out data collection and feel there is a speed problem that enforcement could address. Their intention is to make the main road through Defford a Community Concern site and enforce there at regular intervals for up to a year. This will commence following confirmation of a number of matters by Worcestershire County Council. 
The Clerk also stated that she had a number of wheelie bin speed stickers (40mph) still remaining and if any parishioners were interested, they could contact her.
b) Other; none to report.
5. Planning 

(a) New applications
W/14/00321/AA: Defford Arms, Upton Road, Defford‏
Proposal:  Display of 1 no standing sign, 2 fixed signs and 3 ‘A’ board (non-illuminated)
Council AGREED that they had no objection to this planning application, but that certain observations should be submitted to Wychavon Planning Department as follows;

· There are already a number of signs on the main road. The number of signs on the main road should be limited and perhaps any further signs could be consolidated.
· The Parish Council have a concern about compliance issues and requested that the Compliance Officer at Wychavon should ensure that the terms of this planning application are adhered to.


W/14/00381/CU: Defford Arms, Upton Road, Defford‏‏
Proposal:  Change of use of land for permanent siting of 14 static holiday caravans as approved under permission reference number W/08/02609/CU but without compliance with condition 13 to restrict occupancy between 17 February and 17 March.
It was AGREED that this item would be deferred until councillors had been able to consult further with local residents. Therefore the decision would be passed onto the Planning Committee who would be asked to consider the matter before the deadline of 4 April.
W/14/00536/PN: Brooklyn, Upton Road, Defford‏
Proposal:  Conversion of one single dwelling back into two dwelling houses

                   





Planning Committee: No Objection
Councillor Davis stated during agenda item 5 that as he is a Wychavon District Councillor, he would not be making any comments on these applications

(b) Wychavon District Council decisions

W/13/02611/PP: Falcons, Harpley Road, Defford




Permitted

W/14/00123/PP: St John Boscos Chapel, 10 Besford Court Estate


Permitted

W/14/00129/PP: Aborworth, Harpley Road, Defford



Permitted

The Parish Council had had no objection to the above applications. 
6. Finance - To approve any payments due

One invoice totalling £20.00 was APPROVED for payment: Defford Village Hall, hire March ‘14. 
7. Village Hall Audio System
The quotes for three options to provide microphones at Parish Council meetings to allow speakers to be heard more clearly were considered.
It was AGREED to discount options 1 and 3 as they were too expensive and after further discussion it was AGREED to try a new seating arrangement at the next Parish Council meeting to see if that would improve the audibility of speakers without the need to purchase microphones.
8. Street Lighting
Following the previous meeting, the Clerk had asked Prysmian to complete a survey of the Parishes’ street lighting with a view to obtaining a more accurate costing for converting lights to part night photo cells. 
It was AGREED that the five street lights in the village that could be converted simply by changing the photo cells the Parish Council should be changed. The lights would therefore come on from dusk to midnight and then again from 6am until dawn. The impact of these changes would then be monitored.
9. Footpath Upper Street to Main Street
It was AGREED that the Clerk would write to the Lengthsman to ask him to include the maintenance of the hedge along the footpath from Upper Street to Main Road in the annual lengthsman contract. This would also be clarified with Worcestershire County Council.
10. Training
It was AGREED that the Parish Council would support the Clerk in obtaining the CiLCA qualification and would contribute £50 towards the registration fee.   
11. Correspondence and matters to be raised for next agenda 

· 3 March - Email from Kate Collingwood – Defford Parachute Club

· 5 March – Worcestershire County Council – Land Drainage Act Letter Lodge Hill, Defford

· 18 March - Wychavon District Council – Planning Compliance

· 18 March - SWDP - South Worcestershire Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment:

· 2014 Call for sites and broad locations for housing

· 19 March - Worcestershire County Council – Next Communities to Benefit from Superfast Worcestershire Broadband Programme.

Council noted the correspondence and asked that letters be written as follows;

· A letter to Croft Farm asking about the likelihood of a future planning application with regard to Defford Parachute Club.

· A letter to Worcestershire County Council clarifying where Defford and Besford lie with regard to the Superfast Broadband Programme 

12. Councillors Reports
(a)  County Councillor A Hardman

Cllr Hardman was not present and had sent his apologies for not providing a report.
(b)  District Councillor R Davis

Cllr Davis submitted his report as follows;
The South Worcestershire Councils are carrying out a 2014 ‘Call for Site’ for housing to assist progress in moving towards Stage 2 Hearings of the South Worcestershire Development Plan. Parish and Town Councils have been invited to identify sites with the potential for housing and this had been included in Item 11 – Correspondence. 
Wychavon have been successful in achieving the £4.3 million budget savings which takes the Council up to 2015.

There is a pilot scheme of reduced charges being trialled on Bewdley Street and Chapel Street car parks following the re-opening of the bridge in Evesham. 

Cllr Davis reminded other councillors that there was a Localism in Action Event being held at Wychavon District Council on 26 March at 6pm and this event was designed for local parish council.

(c) Parish Councillors

i. It was noted that the streetlight at the bottom of Crown Lane, has still not been cleared of vegetation. The Clerk was asked to send a letter to the residents to express concern and request that they clear the lamp so that it shines clearly both up and down the lane. The letter would also state that if the situation is not resolved, the Parish Council would ask a contractor to carry out the work and may re-charge the homeowner for these costs. 
ii. It was noted that it would be useful to paint the kerb white on the corners from the main road into Crown Lane and that this could be done by the lengthsman.
iii.        Cllr Shepherd reported that there would be an article in the April Parish News asking local parishioners to present any ideas for use of the New Home Bonus Money at the Annual Parish Meeting on 13 May.   
13. To confirm date of the next meeting 

The date of the Annual Parish Meeting will be 13th May 2014.  The date of the next Council meeting which will be the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council (AGM) was confirmed as 27th May 2014. 

The meeting was closed at 9:15pm. 

Public Questions / Comments
i. A parishioner commented on the difficulties experienced by members of the public in hearing what councillors were saying during meetings. He asked if the Council could review the seating arrangement as if all members of the Council faced the public gallery this would improve the audibility of discussions. This item was discussed at Agenda Item 7.
ii. The poor state of the pathway from Spring Bank up towards the Church was brought to the Council’s attention. This pathway is becoming overgrown with brambles and nettles and need to be cleared to widen the path and also to discourage dog owners from leaving dog mess. Council noted this comment.
iii. A parishioner from The Defford Arms asked about the possibility of a dropped kerb on the main road opposite the entrance to the public house. She stated that members of the public trying to cross the road found this kerb very high and difficult to negotiate particularly on such a busy road. Council noted this comment.
iv. The state of the pavements / verges right next to the main road through Defford were commented on and it was noted that the matter would be referred to Worcestershire Highways.

v. A parishioner made comments on three matters; firstly he asked if the Parish Council had heard any rumours that the school in Defford is to be closed. Secondly he said that group opposing the Banner Homes Development were continuing their work, but had not heard any further news from Banner Homes in over three weeks. Finally he asked for an update following the solar farm exhibition.  

Members of the Parish Council confirmed that they had not heard anything regarding the closure of the School, that Banner homes had not made any further approaches and that there had not been any further information circulated following the solar farm exhibition.

vi. A Parishioner who was not present had asked the Clerk to read a statement regarding planning applications at Agenda Item 4. The clerk stated that this was the parishioners’ view to be read in public participation and did not necessarily reflect views of any member of the Council. The Parishioner wished to oppose planning application W/14/00321/AA for the reason that it breaches four planning applications and conditions placed on the various developments at the site. 
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