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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting held on Monday 1st December 2014 
at  Offenham Village Hall
Members Present:
Parish Councillors:


Larraine Knight - Chairman.

As per attendance register:   

Richard Evans


Anthony Ward







Alan Cresswell


Frederick Young






Jill Moran


David Kewley





Michael Driver
In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)





Alastair Adams, County Councillor (arrived 8.20pm)














14/163
Apologies


District Councillor, Keith Wright.


Cllr Ward had advised that he would be attending the PACT meeting at 6.30pm so may be late.

Cllr Knight read out the letter of resignation received from Cllr Eric Canning.  She requested that a letter should be sent to Eric thanking him for his service to Offenham Parish Council.
14/164
To receive Declarations of Interest & updates to Members’ Register

None
14/165
Open Forum

Appended to minutes
14/166
Meeting re-opened and the Minutes of previous meeting were considered.
The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 3rd November 2014 were accepted as a true record. 
14/167
To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion).


The clerk advised that there is currently no phone or broadband service to the PC office, BT have advised that there is a major underground fault and have given a predicted service reinstatement date as 20th December.  Mobile contact details were available to councillors and also used for contractors and services, emails would be accessed at least 3 times weekly.  Cllr Cresswell kindly offered the use of his office WiFi service.
14/168
Clerk’s Report:

Street lights

· Street Light Number 27 in Boat Lane has been reported as faulty, E-on have advised that it will be repaired w/c 8th December.

Fly tipping

· Fly tipping to the rear of Ferry Lane near the garages has been reported to Rooftop Housing on 24th November.

Precept

· At the last meeting Councillors elected to increase the overall amount received from WDC by 2.25% on the overall amount of £33300 received from WDC last year.  This equates to £34049.  This increase (2.25%) will not be that shown on council tax billing issued in March 2015 for the next council tax year.  We do not yet know the Council Tax Base amount which should be approved by WDC Executive Board on 6th January however a draft figure should be available in late December.  WDC have indicated that the grant amount will remain the same as last year even though they will be receiving less funds from Central Government.
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Although NALC have advised their local officers (CALC) that the 
“Referendum“ option is unlikely for 
smaller Parishes we do not yet know for 
certain that this is the case.  The clerk is recommending that 
the Parish Council wait until the January meeting to issue the formal request for budget requirement 
to Wychavon DC.
14/169
To receive correspondence

Circulated during meeting

14/170
To consider quotation for removal of conifer trees in recreation ground

Three quotes were received but it was not clear that all were offering the same service, the clerk was requested to make contact with Avonround Tree Surgery to establish that there would be no stump shown above ground level before accepting the lowest price submitted.
14/171
To consider possible purchase and positioning of Defibrillators.  


Concerns were raised about practicality with further discussions taking place.  Most councillors felt that it would be beneficial but there were a number of issues including the positioning of the equipment which would need to be addressed.  It was decided that feedback from residents should be sought.  Cedar Lodge was suggested a possible positioning site for the equipment subject to approval frrm the owner.  

14/172
To consider options for new signage in the recreation ground.


Cllr Moran had suggested wording for new signage, the example was passed to councillors for approval and size.  It was agreed that there should be 3 “A3” sized signs positioned at the entrances of the recreation ground.   
14/173
To consider options for the regeneration of recreation ground/play area.

A further example of a MUGA was distributed to councillors for feedback, it was generally agreed that the metal surround would be beneficial but it was decided to defer further discussion until the trees had been removed and a quotation for works could be sought.  It was further suggested that advice from Jem Teale (WDC) may be useful at that time.
14/174
To consider funding the annual charges for a new dog waste bin to be located to the rear of Crabtree Leys/Ferry Lane.

Rooftop Housing have agreed to purchase a bin but request that the PC be responsible for maintenance fees, WDC have advised that annual charges equate to £64.65 plus 15% admin fees.  It was agreed to fund the annual charges.  Proposed JM Seconded DK.

14/175
To consider making a contribution towards costs for running the village website.


It was agreed that the PC should make a contribution towards the website because it was for the benefit of the village and residents.  It was further agreed to reimburse Lesley Hope for her expenditure for website charges.
14/176
Member & committee reports:

Footpath Warden –  Cllr Moran reported that there was an issue with one footpath through Andrew’s land but the ground is very wet and she expects this to be a temporary situation.

Neighbourhood Watch
 - The Local Policing Officer has advised that NHW emails are still continuing and requests that if received they should be passed to as many people as possible.

Parish Plan – A short report was given by the clerk about progress and that questionnaires would be available shortly to be accessed via the village website and in paper form.
VHC –No report.. 
Disaster Emergency Plan –No change, therefore no update.
14/177
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
Current account 0649818
£       
17594.58

as at  18.11.14

Deposit account 7277881
£  

    39052.07

as at  18.11.14 

FTD 6 week

£       
  10000.00
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Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	85
	001157
	HMRC
	363.80
	
	363.80

	86
	001158
	Offenham RBL Club
	22.50
	
	22.50

	87
	001159
	Diane Cox – Admin
	32.45
	2.21
	

	88
	
	
- Mileage
	25.60
	
	

	
	
	
- Salary
	485.12
	
	545.38

	
	
	Sub total
	929.47
	2.21
	931.68

	89
	001160
	Offenham Village Hall
	18.00
	
	18.00

	90
	001161
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	130.00
	
	

	91
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	398.00
	
	528.00

	
	
	Total
	1475.47
	2.21
	1477.68


14/178
To receive feedback from Cllr Cresswell after quarterly check on accounts.

Cllr Cresswell confirmed that the quarterly check of accounts was complete.

14/179
To be advised of planning matters including: 

Applications:

W/14/01927/CU Land rear of Mill Lane

Construction of double garage. – OPC comment required prior to this meeting.

OPC comment: Object to this application for the following reasons:

· Open aspect from the village garden would be blocked by proposed double garage.

· Increased vehicle numbers to this property including visitor parking (shown on plan) 


potentially up to 6 cars to and from narrow Lane. The garage should be contained within 


the original planning application proposed and approved by WDC in order that numbers 


are kept to an already approved number.

· PROW issues with additional traffic.

· Dangerous junction already flagged up by WCC Highways in previous application.

· Plot 2 shown on plan identifies the potential for further vehicle usage on Mill Lane. 


(Planning application for plot 2 withdrawn prior to this application).

W/14/02514/PP Milburgh House, Main Street, Offenham, Evesham, WR11 8QD
Extension to pool building to accommodate biomass boilers amendments to pool building  (W/08/02732)   

OPC comment: No objection to the proposal however concerns were raised about delivery access from the Village Hall Car Park crossing a Public Right of Way.

W/14/01643/RM – Land rear of Mill Field, Laurels Road, Offenham
Two storey detached dwelling- reserved matters application following outline planning permission ref: W/13/02392/OU.
OPC comment: No objection to the design of property but consider garage should be sited within the plot.


W/14/01463/PN Spiers & Hartwell, Blackminster Business Park, Blackminster.

Proposed demolition of existing offices, construction of new office building together with warehousing and charger bay and relocation of cabin.    

OPC comment: No objection

Decisions:

W/14/01752/PN  Land between Hawthorne Villa and 1 Linwood Cottage, Station Rd
Construction of 2 semi detached four bedroomed houses with detached garages - Refused

Appeals:

W/14/01797/OU  Sparrows Cottage, Laurels Rd, Offenham

Outline application for 4 bungalow dwellings
14/180
The Chairman of this meeting, Cllr Knight advised that with the resignation of Eric Canning consideration should be given to electing a new Chainman and Vice Chairman.  Cllr Driver proposed Cllr Knight as Chairman, Seconded Cllr Ward, Cllr Knight proposed Cllr Evans as Vice Chairman, Seconded Cllr Driver, all agreed.
14/181
To advise items for consideration at next meeting.  


None
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14/182
To consider date & time of next meeting -  Monday, 5th January 2014 


Meeting closed at 9.25pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council
Open Forum
Scott Stimson gave a presentation on behalf of Mr & Mrs Canning in relation to their planning application.  He detailed the workings of Bio Mass boilers including fuel and waste and responded to any queries submitted.

Report from County Councillor Alastair Adams
Cllr Adams advised that the s106 monies were allocated for shelters for existing bus stops but this would not be available until next year.  The location for the stop may change because there is insufficient room to site a bus shelter at the current bus stop.

He stated that the flooding issue at the cross was still being looked into but he would advise when any new information was available.
PACT meeting
Cllr Ward reported that parking issues in Main Street and dog fouling were raised but neither are police issues and fall into District Council jurisdiction.  Next area PACT meeting – 19th January at the Fleece in Bretforton.
Correspondence
· CALC updates

· Periodicals – CPRE newsletter and Countyside Voice
· Marketing
· HMRC

· WDC (copy of letter to planning minister)
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