	MINUTES OF A MEETING OF

CHADDESLEY CORBETT PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Monday 11 May 2009
at Chaddesley Corbett Village Hall

at 7.35 p.m.
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Present: Chairman, Cllr J Swift, Cllrs  S Williams, M Bird, Mrs J Fox,  D Thomas, G Vernon
Mrs P Pardoe, L Stockford, M Walford, R Pugh, Clerk Mrs Y Scriven.     
1.
 APOLOGIES:    Cllr K Bartlett
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr S Williams – Allotments
The meeting was adjourned for Public Question Time but no matters were raised.

3
MINUTES OF A MEETING held on 6 April 2009 were approved and signed by the Chairman.   The Minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 6 April 2009 were formally accepted.
4.
PROGRESS REPORTS

4.1
Neighbourhood Watch Signs:  All signs are now in place.
4.2
Parking in the Village:  Proposed parking restrictions had gone out for public consultation and comments had to be received by 14 May 2009.
4.3
Quality Parish Meeting – Local Leadership

This had been attended by Cllr J Swift who reported that 50 representatives of Parish and Town Councils in the West Midlands had attended.   There had been criticism from delegates that Government officials ignored advice from local Councillors.  Discussions included:

· Parish Councils 2020
· The Way Forward – Primary Care Trust

· GOWM Regeneration and Local Government

· Update on Sub National Review (previously Regional Spatial Strategy)

· Heading for Unitary Status

· Examples of good practice in IT

· Power of Well Being

· Economic Prosperity Board

· Multi-Area Action

· Single Integrated Regional Strategy (transport, environment, employment, housing, everything)

· Joint Strategy and Investment Board

· Local Authority Leaders Board

· Regional Select Committee (MPs)

· Rural Affairs Forum


Parish Councils needed to be more pro-active in lobbying for what they want.

4.4
Parish Forum – 21 April 2009

Attended by the Clerk and meeting was chaired by Cllr S Williams in his capacity as District Councillor.   Cllr Mrs Oborski outlined the work of Wyre Forest Matters, which included the Sustainable Communities Strategy Priorities:

· Communities that are safe and feel safe

· A better environment for today an tomorrow

· Economic success shared by all

· Improving health and well-being

· Meeting the needs of children and young people

· Stronger communities


A copy of Wyre Forest Matters is available on the District Council web-site.

A discussion took place on ways of distributing Neighbourhood Watch Alerts to residents.


Overloading of Drains and Sewerage Systems – this was a complex subject and would be discussed at future meetings.

4.5
Worcestershire County Council Local Council Conference:  The Clerk had attended and submitted a report.   28 Parish Councils attended with speakers from the Audit Commission and Worcestershire County Council – Local Area Agreement.  Emphasis of the Comprehensive Area Assessment is on deprived areas, vulnerable people, and health and social care and obtaining help and support in the community.   

5.
CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS/MEETINGS
5.1
Power of Well Being Training – Monday 18 May 2009 at 7.00 p.m. at the Village Hall.
5.2
Annual Parish Meeting – Wednesday 20 May 2009 7.00 for 7.30 p.m.

5.3
Equality and Human Rights – Public Sector Duties:  Advice from the District Council and CALC should be sought.

all Monday 18 May 2009 at 7.00p.
6.
HARVINGTON HALL LANE

The Hall Manager had indicated support for a Conservation Area sign to be installed off Park Lane, Harvington, in an attempt to reduce the speed of traffic through this sensitive area.   The Clerk was asked to obtain advice from the District Conservation Officer on the type of sign which could be used.
7.
PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS


The clerk had submitted a detailed report of receipts and expenditure together with bank reconciliations and a draft of the Annual Report.   These draft accounts had been sent to the Internal Auditor, who had verbally indicated they were satisfactory.   The Parish Council approved the draft accounts which would be signed at the next meeting.   A detailed risk assessment had been prepared and review dates set.
8.
PARISH FOOTPATHS SCHEME

An application for maximum funding had been made for £1,500 plus furniture, but verbal advice indicated that the budget had been cut and we were more likely to only receive £350 this year.   The Parish Council agreed that the parish footpaths should still be maintained at the same level and agreed to make up any deficit in funding.   The clerk was asked to write to Sandi Holding expressing their appreciation of all her work for the Parish and assuring her of continued Parish Council support.
9.
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – 20 May 2009

The Agenda was discussed in detail and agreed.  Speakers were asked to provide written copies of their talk/presentation prior to the meeting.  Fair Trade refreshments would be provided from 7.00 pm.
10.
PARISH COUNCIL INSURANCE

Renewal documents had been received and the Clerk had obtained an alternative quote from Zurich, through a broker called Tennyson.  This quote was substantially less than Allianz.  Further checks should be made through CALC and other Parish Councils and existing insurers asked to reconsider their quote.   The clerk would then make a commercial decision on whether to accept the lower quotation.
11.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – The Chairman expressed concern about the future of the Village Post Office and reported receipt of a letter regarding Fold Lane.
12.
REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS REPRESENTING OUTSIDE BODIES
12.1
Charity Trusts – Nothing to report.
12.2
Wyre Forest Community Housing – Meeting this week.

12.3
School Update – as reported in Parish Magazine.

12.4
Wyre Forest Police Community Engagement – Nothing to report
12.5
Village Fete – Due to Cllr commitments the Parish Council would not be able to run the Tombola, but they would provide children’s games and operate a Parish Council stand.   Cllr Mrs J Fox and the Clerk would co-ordinate these activities.

13.
ALLOTMENTS
13.1
Some tenants had not yet paid their rent and there was one half plot available.  As no local residents had applied for an allotment it was agreed this should be offered to next on the waiting list.
13.2
The Landlord had offered a rent review of  £450 per annum from 29 September 2009.   This was acceptable.   A review of allotment rents would take place next year to cover this increase.

14.
BURIAL GROUND


Up to 40 plots were in breach of the rules regarding raising and planting.   It was agreed owners would be advised that plots which ceased to be tended would be levelled and grassed, the cost passing to the owners.   It was noted that rubbish was being dumped again and a notice would be placed on the site stating that all rubbish must be placed in the receptacle provided.
15.
LENGTHSMAN SCHEME AND HIGHWAYS

Cllr G Vernon reported that routine maintenance had been carried out on Tandy’s Lane, Harvington Hall Lane and Woodrow.   The annual budget costs had been finalised and had costs had exceeded budget by £250.  Contact had been made with the Liaison Officer at Worcestershire County Council but we had been unable to obtain a schedule of works to be carried out and its priorities.  The clerk had been provided with a spreadsheet which required further study.    Cllr Vernon will continue to press for a positive commitment from the County Council.
16.
FINANCIAL REPORT

A schedule of payments and receipts had been circulated and was approved.  

Payments 
	
	
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	W Waldron
	Lengthsman Scheme 
	264.00
	
	264.00

	Phipps and Pritchard
	Valuation
	300.00
	45.00
	345.00

	Severn Trent Water
	Allotments
	12.42
	1.21
	13.63

	CC Village Hall
	Room Hire March/April
	39.00
	
	39.00

	Tanwood Enterprises
	Web Hosting
	125.00
	
	125.00

	BT
	Broadband/telephone
	106.54
	14.66
	121.20

	Y L Scriven
	Clerk’s Expenses 3 months
	140.90
	8.03
	148.93

	Worcs CALC
	Subscription
	494.38
	65.02
	559.40

	
	
	1,482.24
	133.92
	1,616.16

	Receipts
	
	
	
	

	Wyre Forest District Council
	Half Year’s Precept
	12,525.00
	
	12,525.00


17.
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING: Next meeting Monday 1 June 2009.   
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