Defford and Besford Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
    held on Tuesday 13 January 2009
      In the Village Hall, Defford

Meeting commenced:7.45 pm. Meeting ended: 9.25 pm.     Present:  Cllrs J Brookes, J A Dodwell, Cllrs R Davis, R Neath , C Woods , A Roe, R Ottley and I Spiers
            In attendance: D M Taverner Parish Clerk 
1 Apologies: Cllr D Wilkinson and County Cllr A Hardman 
2 Declarations of Interest for a) the Meeting and b) Any Changes to be notified to the Registers of Interests and Gifts &   Hospitality

Cllr R Davis –       re Rooftop Housing Group

Cllr D Wilkinson – Treasurer of PCC  

Cllr R Neath   -     Village Hall

Cllr C Woods  -     Member of Besford Court Management Committee

All were considered to be non prejudicial.

3 Public questions and open session  
The Chairman asked that questions relating to the Village hall project be dealt with under the appropriate item on the agenda.

In response to other questions received the Clerk advised that he would be contacting the County Council to request an updated map of the parish footpaths – some of which were in need of maintenance works to make them passable. Special mention was made of the Spring Bank lane footpath which had become almost unusable following recent heavy rain.
The Clerk had also written again to the County Council regarding the urgent need for repairs to some of the main road surfaces throughout the Village. County Council funding was restricted but it was felt that pressure needed to be maintained on the County Council and the Clerk undertook to follow up progress on the matter.

A resident raised concerns about dog fouling the Clerk advised that enforcement action would be taken by the District Council if they were given clear evidence of incidents and the names and addresses of the dog owners involved by way of a witness statement from the person making any such report.
4
To receive update reports from District Councillor R Davis and County Councillor a Hardman


  CClr Hardman was not able to be present at the meeting


CClr Davis outlined the following points by way of an update from recent activities by the District Council
Flood Data sheets for all of the Wychavon area had recently been completed and a list of priority actions would be drawn up under the District Council’s Flood Alleviation Programme

Cllr Davis advised of continuing restrictions to the District Council’s financial situation following the economic downturn. Car Parking and Planning Fee income had diminished rapidly during the last few months and the Council was also estimating that it would now suffer a £1m reduction in its investment income budget in 2009/10 following the rapid fall in interest rates in recent months.

The Council was continuing to pursue the recovery of its investment of £1.5M in the Icelandic Bank Landsbanki – but it was not yet known how much of this would eventually be recovered.

The roll out of refuse wheelie bins throughout the District was being completed and Cllr Davis advised that special arrangements could be made for those people who were unable to move their bins for collection. Any such applications should be made directly to the District Council
5

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 18 November 2008 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 18 November 2008 had been previously circulated for approval by Members. The minutes were to be amended to show that the Parish Council had no objections to the siteing of the new Village hall in accordance with the approved plans on deposit with Wychavon District Council. Following the agreement to this amendment it unanimously resolved that the minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting.
6 Planning

Cllr Dodwell advised the meeting that following planning applications had been lodged with the District Council:- 
W/08/3141 Home Farm, St Peters Lane- Conversion of barn to holiday letting units

No objections received

W/08/3045 Kinefold, Harewell Lane, Besford installation of glazed door to rear extension

No Objections received

W08/3104 St Teresa’s Chapel, Besford Court Estate- Conversion to estate office
No objections received.

W/08/2064 Home Farm St Peters Lane, Besford

Construction of Earth Bund

The Parish Council were not supportive of this application as it was felt that it would be used to hide additional vehicles and equipment operating at the site. The local road infrastructure would not be capable of supporting the resultant increase in traffic 

	
	
	
	


7 New Village Hall Project
There had been previous debate on the dimension sand siteing of the new building. The Clerk had been in contact with the Wychavon planners who had provided copies of the approved plan reference 100. After debate it had been resolved that these plans would not require any amendment and the PC was happy with the exact location and sitting of the new hall. The November minutes of the PC meeting had been duly amended to reflect this fact
M Pegg for the VHMC confirmed that all copies relating to the deed of dedication had been sent back to Hallmarks by the VHMC solicitors 
The final version of legal documents for the sale of the existing Village Hall and for the transfer of the proposed building plot for the new Village Hall would now need final approval before they were ready for signing by the PC. Hallmarks were working on this issue and the release of the final documentation was imminent.

Further debate on the Village Hall project ensued and the Chairman gave leave for representatives from the VHMC to raise questions and raise points of issue in an attempt to facilitate further progress on the remaining legal agreements.
 The VHMC again confirmed that the financial projections for the project were still on track and that any cost variations would be able to be supported within the contingency set aside in the VHMC budget for the project. 
 
A meeting of the Council’s Finance and General Purposes committee would be called as soon as practicable and possible to clear the content of the final deeds prior to signing. The Chairman and Vice Chairman were mandated to sign the final documentation on behalf of the PC when it had been finally agreed and completed. 
There would be a need to move the car park recycling bins during the construction of the new hall and various sites were proposed. The Clerk would ask the permission of the various parties involved before this the construction works commenced. 

8
Finance

(a) There were no payments due to be made
(b) The Clerk set out the background to the draft 2009/10 budget which is attached at Appendix A to these minutes. After consideration of the figures presented Members agreed to an increase of 2.48% over the previous year’s levy and it was resolved that the 2009/10 precept be set at £8,200


 9 Maintenance of open spaces 
(a) Lengthsman Scheme The Clerk confirmed that New Farm Grounds Maintenance at Besford had agreed to undertake lengthsman projects once the County Council had given their approval. The Clerk would be liaising with the County Council and the Contractors to progress suitable projects.

(b) Maintenance of roadways, footpaths and hedgerows –  

The Clerk confirmed that he had again asked the County Council Highways Department to undertake repairs to dangerous potholes on the main roads through the Village. The Clerk continued to be mindful of the need to report any further problems with storm water drainage in Harpley Road to the Severn Trent Water Authority. 

        10
Crabbe Yard – enforcement issues
Further action had been taken by Wychavon against the owners of the Crabbe Yard who had been in breach of planning conditions. Further updates would continue to be presented to future meetings of the Council.   

There being no other business the meeting ended at 9 25 pm 
         Approved ……………………………………………….. Chairman    
11   Date of next meeting – Annual Parish Meeting 17 March 2009    
