
STONE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held 
on Tuesday  12th May 2015
at the Parish Room, Stone

	Present:
	Cllrs. J Arbuthnott, Mrs D Bird,  R F Hobson, G Higgs,  R Wignall
J A Jordan, Mrs E Hyde and Mrs J Siviter.



	In attendance:
	Ms S P Bamford (Clerk)
Mr D Sireshuk – Lengthsman
Dist. Cllr. S Williams

Dist. Cllr. I Hardiman

1 member of the public


1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN:
On the proposal of Cllr.R Hobson, seconded Cllr.R Wignall
RESOLVED that Cllr J Arbuthnott be elected Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year.

Cllr. Arbuthnott signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took the Chair.  
2.
APOLOGIES :     Apologies were received Dist. Cllr S Clee. The reason for absence was approved.
3.    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:     None 

4.     APPOINTMENTS:

a) Appointment of Vice Chairman.    .

                     RESOLVED that Cllr. Mrs J Siviter be appointed Vice Chairman for the ensuing year.

b) Representatives to CALC:   Cllrs. J Jordan and R  Hobson

c) Representatives to Planning Committee:   All Council Members.    
For minor applications a planning committee of 3 members including the Chairman, would make a decision.
d) Community Housing Representative:  Cllrs J Arbuthnott and G Higgs.
e) Police Liaison Officer:  Cllr. R. Wignall

f) Finance Committee:  Cllrs J Siviter , R Wignall and Mrs D. Bird.

g) Staffing Committee:  Cllrs Higgs, J A Jordan and Mrs D Bird
h) Stone Parochial Charity Representative:  Cllr. R Hobson.

i) Community Liaison Officers:  Cllrs Mrs E Hyde and R Wignall.

5.     MINUTES:
        The Minutes of the Meeting held on the 10th March 2015 were approved and signed as a correct                               record.
6.    PROGRESS REPORTS:
      (a)   Lengthsman’s Report

 Heath Lane – clear footpath.   Clear 17 gully tops and clear silt off road.

A450 – Continue siding out footway from Barrs Lane

Stanklyn Lane – Litter pick.   Clear 33 grips

Podmore Lane – Clear 38 grips

Heath Lane - Litter pick and side out walkway

Podmore Lane/Shenstone Lane/ Butts Lane/ Barrs Lane/ Shenstone Lane/ Witch Lane – Litter pick.

A450 – Side out walkway by noticeboard

Stanklyn Lane – Cut overgrowth away from signage.

Heath Lane – Side out walkway, cut overgrowth from hedge

Stanklyn Lane – clear 33 grips

Podmore Lane – Clear 38 grips

The funding for the year 2015/2016  will be £2,234.78.


(b )  Police Report 

             Reports have been circulated.


(c )   Parish Paths Scheme


It has been reported that the Footpath sign in Butts Lane on FP 522 has been 
removed   
and also at the southern end of this footpath where it 
becomes FP 523 and the metal sign 
on Butts Lane (GR861740) is also missing.   Worcestershire County 
Countryside Officers   
have been notified.

7.        Items requiring decisions

a.  Aon Insurance Renewal
The Council reviewed the renewal summary and schedule of items covered.  Cost £207.05, remaining the same as the previous year.   
RESOLVED quotation to be accepted.

b.
Annual Parish Meeting
The Council noted the draft minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting.

RESOLVED no action to be taken

c.
Litter Picking
This is no longer covered under the Lengthsman Scheme.    Lengthsman expressed concern about litter disposal.
AGREED Dist. Cllr. I Hardiman to investigate possibility of parish litter bin.
d.
Midlands Air Ambulance
The Council noted a request to place a clothing bank in the Parish.
AGREED not possible due to lack of space.
e.
Worcestershire CALC

The subscription for the year 2015/2016 will be £259.55
RESOLVED to be renewed.
8.     
Items for information


a.
Road Works Butts Lane and Witch Lane


Both projects have been walked off by Street works Inspector.   There are 
concerns 
that some of the work will not get through the 2 year 
maintenance period.   A revisit 
will  
be made in a few months.
            AGREED Lengthsman to monitor the situation.
           b.         Severn Trent Birmingham Resilience Project.
           A request has been made that we are kept updated with developments.

9.
Financial Report and Payment of Accounts.

(a) Bank Balance
£7,631.33
(b) Accounts for payment
            RESOLVED the following accounts to be paid:
S P Bamford – March salary
£313.26

HMRC –Income Tax
£20.60

S P Bamford – expenses
£371.60

D Sireshuk – March
£377.00

Stone Parochial Charity
£750.00

S P Bamford – April Salary
£312.26

P M Phillips – Internal Auditor
£65.00

S N Laffey – Talk
£50.00

D Sireshuk – April
£117.00

Total  payments
£2,376.72


(c )      Audit of Accounts 2014 - 2015
 
The Council noted that the Internal Auditor has not raised any matters relating to the accounts for the year 2014 – 2015 and it could, therefore, proceed with the


requisite Statement of Assurance concerning the accounts and to countersign the documents.

RESOLVED that

            (i)   the accounts shown in the Council’s book of accounts are approved.
                        (ii)  the Statement of Assurance is completed to show an affirmative answer

 to all eight statements contained therein, and the completed Annual report is           signed and forwarded to the External Auditor.

10.       Road Accident Report -  no accidents reported.
11.
Planning and Development Control:

a.
To note any decisions on applications previously considered: 

             15/0033/TREE – Remove pendulous branch of a Douglas Fir to vertical 
branch at approx 4m at Stone Manor Hotel, Stone - 
Approved

           b.      
To consider any new applications received by the date of the meeting: None
c.        Applications previously considered:

           15/0198/FULL – Proposed detached garage at Manor View, Stone -No 
objections


15/0207/FULL – Extension to front of existing garage with two storey link 
to  
existing dwelling at The Woodlands, Back Lane, Shenstone   ​​No objections.

d. 
Any compliance or enforcement issues - none
12.      District and County Council Matters and CALC

The question of grants was discussed and Dist. Cllr. I Hardiman is to investigate 
possibilities.
             A report was given on the recent CALC meeting.

13. 
Councillor’s Reports and items for future agendas.

(i)    Superfast Broadband is in the area.

(ii)    Large pothole outside The Granary on Heath Lane and road surface breaking up.

(iii)   Speeding Stanklyn Lane.
.

14. 
Next Meeting – 7.30 pm on Tuesday 14th July 2015 at the Parish Rooms.
            There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.05pm

Signed........................................

Chairman

14th July 2015
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