	
	KIDDERMINSTER FOREIGN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
 held on Monday 19th January 2015 at 7.45pm at Trimpley Village Hall 

	
	Present:  Councillor Mrs C. Gammond 
                Councillor C. Grainger

                 Councillor G. Yarranton 
                 Councillor J. Gammond
1 member of the public was present
	Councillor R. Jennings
Councillor Mr. B. Phillips
Councillor Mrs. L. Green
Mrs. E. Whitehouse (Clerk)
 

	1.
	Police Report  (during the month  
Police were not in attendance, but sent a report to include:

10th Jan – Motorbike found in Trimpley Lane was found to be stolen.  Recovered by police to be examined.

12th Jan – vehicle in Crundalls Lane had holes drilled into its tyres.

Cllr. Mrs Gammond added that on 7th Jan (daytime) there was an attempted break in (a window was broken) into a garage at Shatterford.

Also reports were required of a pick up Ref M851XRE which had been seen in suspicious circumstances.

	2.
	Public Open Forum

Mr. Collins reported that the footpath which passed through the Foxholes was in a very muddy condition.

	3.
	Apologies for Absence:  None received.

	4.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Councillor James Gammond and Cllr. Mrs. C Gammond declared an interest re Village Hall, being committee members.  Councillor Yarranton declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in the item concerning Bewdley Town Library and expressed an interest being a District Councillor.  Cllr. Grainger declared an interest in any items in connection with Riddings Brook.  Cllr. Ben Phillips declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in relation to the Churchard Grant.

	5.


	Approval of the Minutes The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 15th  December 2014 were approved 

	6.
	District and County Councillor Reports together with progress reports on other matters
Councillor Yarranton provided the following reports:-

· The County Council had agreed to check the pipe under the gate and get the chamber cleaned out
· Councillor Ben Phillips agreed to erect the warning CCTV sign at Mary Moors to try to prevent fly tipping

· Councillors Grainger, Jennings and Mrs. Green agreed to contact Mr. Blakeway to get permission to erect the second CCTV sign on the gate to try to stop fly tipping.

· Hole at drain grid - Opposite Myndholm – hole about 2-3ft deep – this was reported by Cllr. Mrs. Gammond in June 2014, and again on 13th March (Hub No. 6066346) and again on 2nd June (6209991) but despite a cone being placed over the hole, nothing had been done.  Cllr. Yarranton would follow this up. 
· BT Cover on the post by Crundalls Farm house has been replaced.  

· Hedge at Hoarstone Court has been cut back.  

· Clerk to order pole for erection of VA sign in Low Habberley.

· Clerk advised she had submitted a request for the Small Scheme Works to construct concrete pads at the bus stops close to Trimpley Crossroads, and to replace a reflector post at the viewpoint.    

· Councillor Yarranton advised that he had set aside an amount of £158 to be available to the Parish Council for work in Hollies Lane re cleaning out of the gullies, and for erection of the VA Sign including purchase of a suitable pole.

· Councillor Yarranton had arranged for scalpings piled at the bottom of Hollies Lane were being moved back up the lane.

	7.
	PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL:
a) Previous planning applications

14/0413 – Detached Garage at VALLEY HOUSE, Eymore Lane, Trimpley

Awaiting decision.  Clerk had been told that negotiation had taken place with the applicant and the scale of the development had been reduced, and that it had now been approved.  However,  no new or amended plans had been received.
    b) New applications
14/0747 – Hill Farm  - Installation of sewage and water treatment plant.

Comment : No objections and recommend approval.
c) Compliance Issues
Playhouse erected adjacent to Amenity/Storage Building (permission granted) to be used in conjunction with adjoining land use – Hollies Lane.  

Clerk had received a reply from the District Council which stated.  “Our concern with this site, as has been the Parish Council’s, has always been the owners potential “end game” in terms of use and trying to establish a dwelling by stealth.  We remain committed to monitoring the site in this regard, but the actual playhouse, which we view as little more than a “chattel” is not something we consider expedient to pursue in isolation.  It offers no potential in itself for such a conversion.”  

A discussion ensued on this matter, where the height of the playhouse was questioned, and the fact that there was a septic tank installed on the site.  
The Piggeries, at High Crundalls House, Crundalls Lane – an application for Prior Approval (permitted development) was received for change of use of an agricultural building to a dwelling;  however this was refused on 12th January, due to insufficient information.  If works are continuing, the District Council advise they will investigate.
Crundalls Cottage – following reports that what has been built is not according to plans approved, clerk had received the following response from the Planning department – “This is the subject of a current enforcement case.  Clearly what has been built is significantly different to what was granted planning permission, and we are pursuing this.  As it is a live enforcement case, nothing further can be divulged at this stage.”

	8. 
	Progress Reports on Outstanding Items
a) Burst Water pipes  – Reply from Severn Trent 
Clerk advised that she had received a further letter from Severn Trent, stating that because of the low number of properties adjoining Hoarstone Lane, where the leaks had occurred, it did not meet their criteria for replacement.  Clerk was asked to write the MP about this.

b) Work at Mary Moors
Clerk was still awaiting a reply concerning this.H

	9.
	Lengthsman –

Invoice for work undertaken was tabled in the amount of £600. It was felt that the lengthsman had carried out good work and that this should be paid. It was noted that litterpicking was undertaken, but this was not to be included on the Council claim.  Also, clerk advised that there remained only £271 in the budget.
Cllr. Mrs. Gammond was also to liaise with the Lengthsman to undertake the remaining work on the Footpath P3 Grant, which had to be claimed by 31st January 2015

	10.
	Newsletter
These were sorted for distribution, along with the Household Emergency Plan document.

	11.
	Financial Reports .
a) Cheques signed

Sam Archer - Lengthsman - £600
            Clerk’s PAYE - £54.60
      b)   Clerk advised that a grant of £447.28 had been received from Wyre Forest District  

            Council re flood prevention works at Low Habberley and the Mount Pool.

c)  Precept   It was unanimously agreed to precept for £8474 for 2015/16, + the District 

     Council shortfall grant + churchyard grant.  Clerk to arrange.

d) It was agreed to increase the Clerk’s salary in line with NALC recommendations for SCP Point 23 to £3382.08p.a. with immediate effect (£281.84 per month Gross) 
e) Bank Mandate forms – Clerk tabled forms for signature, and requested that Cllrs.  

            Mrs. Gammond and James Gammond kindly visit Barclays Bank to have personal 

            identification forms signed and authorised.

	12.

	County & District and CALC Correspondence

Clerk tabled the following:
· Early Engagement Consultation for S106 agreements by the District Council

· Budget Consultation meeting on 22nd January by the County Council

· Parish Quiz being held by the District Council at Blakedown Parish Rooms 7pm on Tuesday 17th March 2015.  Clerk had put this into the Newsletter.  Decision on entry to be made at the next meeting.

	13.
	Road Accident – on 9/1/15 a Severn Trent vehicle went off the road in Eymore lane into the ditch. 

	14.
	Other Matters
· Clerk had received details of an oil buying club.   Details would be passed to Roger Wood who runs the Trimpley Oil Club.

· Laptop – Clerk to get quotes for a new replacement laptop for the next meeting, to include upgraded software.

Footpaths

· Cllr. Mrs. Gammond advised that FP502 near to Northwood Halt was being closed for a period for construction work.  
· Also, the Rights of Way department advised that they were not taking any further action in respect of the footpath on Trimpley common which was flooded. 

	 15.
	Date of Next Meeting – Parish Council meeting  - agreed for 16th February 2015 at 7.45pm.  Cllr. James Gammond gave his apologies in advance.
The meeting closed at 10.10  p.m.
                                       Chairman – Cllr. C. Gammond  _   _________________________
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