
Minutes of Strensham Parish Council AGM
21st May 2009
Present:
N P Guilding

-
Chairman



C White



A Truscott



D Wallbank


M Gribble



G Gilder

A Hardman

- 
County Councillor

R Davis


-
District Councillor 



R Abunassar

-
Clerk

1. Apologies

Apologies were received from Simon Williams (PACT) 
Councillor Karla Schinder
2. Declaration of Interest

Mr Gilder declared an interest in Wind Prospect’s proposed Wind Farm.

3. Minutes of Last Meeting

The minutes of the last meeting had been circulated. It was agreed that once the name Hopwood Farm was corrected to Hopyard Farm they were a true and accurate account of what was said at the meeting and were thus signed off by the Chairman. 

4. Matters Arising

a) War Memorial

The work on the memorial can now be completed. Mr Coates required additional service information for some of the soldiers which has now been provided by an historian in Twyning. 
b) Lengthsman

The Council have provided Mr Williams with cones and did manage to source a simple ‘Men at Work’ sign as requested. However, Mr Williams has taken on the Lengthsman’s work for Baughton and will use their ‘Men at Work’ sign as it was superior to the one Strensham would have supplied. Issues raised by Mr Williams are being reported to the appropriate County Council area via the Worcestershire Hub facility.  
c)    PACT (Partners and Communities Together)
Mrs Abunassar met with Simon Williams to discuss PACT and what the benefits were for the Parish. Mr Williams had intended to attend the meeting and provide
the Councillors with an overview but unfortunately had to cancel on the day. Mrs Abunassar read out the email he had sent detailing crime figures in Strensham for the last 2 years and the aims and objectives of PACT.

Mr Williams has asked to be invited to the next meeting and Mrs Abunassar will send him the date.   


Action: RA
d)    My Parish Website
Mrs Abunassar informed the Council that she had populated the ‘My Parish Website’ with the Councillors’ names and a brief introduction to each of them. The dates of meetings have also been put onto the website along with a few words about the village. Mrs Abunassar asked that the Councillors who have internet access type in ‘Strensham Parish’ into their search engine and it should bring up the link to the appropriate page via the County Council website.

If they could then look at the website and let Mrs Abunassar know of any additional information that they feel should be included or removed.
Action: ALL
e)    Village Drains
Mr White updated the Council on the issue surrounding sewage leaking onto Mr Gilder’s land. It is still occurring but it is impossible to determine the source without the use of tracer die. It was decided that the Parish Council would contact the Environmental Health Officer at Wychavon to try and arrange a meeting with Mr White to resolve this matter. Mrs Abunassar will contact Mr Trevor Jones.
Action: RA
f)
Fields on Approach to Business Park
Mrs Abunassar advised the Councillors that she had written to the planning department raising the concerns mentioned by the Councillors at the last meeting over the use of land. She will keep the informed of their response.

g) 
Hopyard Farm  


Mrs Abunassar had researched the legislation surrounding caravan sites as requested. Hopyard Farm is advertised as a Caravan Club site and as such it would appear that it is exempt from requiring planning permission or licensing.

5. Election Of Chairman

Mr Guilding asked if there were any nominations for the position of Chair. No nominees came forward but Mr Guilding said he would be happy to stand for another year. Mr Wallbank proposed Mr Guilding and was seconded by Mrs Truscott, the 3 other Councillors were all in favour and Mr Guilding was sworn in as Parish Council Chair for the following year.   

6. Finance

The following cheques have been authorised since the last meeting:

Playsafety Playground Inspection



£72.45
Mr R Williams
  




£144.00
(Lengthsman’s salary April)

Worcestershire CALC  




£117.54 
(Affiliation fee)
The following payments have been received:

Precept






£1000

WCC Highways Authority




£360

(reimbursement of Lengthsman costs)

7. Planning

DMC Salads
Mrs Abunassar has contacted the Enforcement Department at Wychavon bringing to attention the applicants current failure to comply with conditions applied to the application. Mr White also commented on vehicles being seen reversing out of the site.  Mrs Abunassar will continue to liaise with the Planning Department and keep the Councillors informed of any actions.








 Action: RA
Harbour Wood

The planning application has been granted but within the decision no confirmation of proposed vehicle access was mentioned. This decision will be with the Highways Agency.
Access Track
The application for the access track for the proposed windfarm has been refused. 
8.   District & County Councillors’ Reports
County Councillor, Adrian Hardman:
Mr Hardman spoke of the resurfacing of Baughton Lane and commented on what a good job had been done. Due to the impending elections he said there was little else to report from the County Council.
District Councillor, Ron Davis:
Mr Davis told the Council that he had been attending workshops and seminars regarding the Regional Spatial Awareness Strategy and South Worcestershire Joint Core Strategy. He reported that the District Council were now working towards their final numbers of properties with a decision scheduled to be made in November. Mr Davis explained that under the scheme all villages and towns have been graded 1-4 and Strensham had been graded a 4 which means there was little or no room for development. 
Mr Davis informed the Council that certain areas could not cope with their allocation and asked that the Parish Council think about any possible area of development within the village boundaries which could be incorporated into the 2026 figures. He asked that the Parish Council report back at the next meeting.
8. Correspondence

Mrs Abunassar advised Councillors of relevant documentation received since the last meeting.

a)    ROSPA 
The playground safety inspection had been received and the report stated that the playground had failed on several items. Mr Gribble took the report and offered to go through it with Mr Bennett to determine what is required to make the playground safe.
ACTION: MG
b) Lottery Licence Application

The Parish’s Lottery Licence Application has expired. The paperwork for the new application has been received and Mrs Abunassar will work with the Village Hall Committee to reapply ahead of the Village Show.
ACTION: RA

c) Wychavon Parish Games

d) Community First – Membership Renewal
e) Community Green Space Pack

All of the above were passed around the Councillors for information.
9. Any Other Business

Bench 
The opinion was raised that the bench on the approach to village requires rubbing down and sanding. Mr Gribble agreed to arrange for the work to be done.
ACTION: MG
Flooding Behind 3 Houses

Mr Gribble raised the matter of the flooding behind his house, Post House and the Old School House. The Councillors have discussed the issue of this flooding before and Mr Gribble updated the Council on the latest developments. He said that the home owners had been advised that a ‘soak away’ and French drains were required to be installed in the field behind their properties. The home owners are willing to pay for the installation work but are concerned that they might have to pay legal costs incurred through negotiations with the landowner to gain agreement to this work. Mr Gribble asked if the Parish Council would be willing to contribute to any required legal representation. Lengthy discussions evolved in the best way to approach the drainage issue and what was actually the root cause of this issue and also whether it was an appropriate use of the Parish Precept. 

It was then agreed that to take this matter forward a letter would be written from the Parish Council to Graham Halling, the tenant farmer, asking him to speak to the landowner to determine whether the landowner would agree to the work. Mr Gribble will compose the letter for Mrs Abunassar send.

 
ACTION: MG/RA

The meeting closed at 20.30 
Date of next meeting – Thursday 23rd July 2009 

At 19:30
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