	
	KIDDERMINSTER FOREIGN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on Monday 16th February 2015 at 7.45pm at Trimpley Village Hall

	
	Present:  Councillor Mrs C. Gammond 
                Councillor C. Grainger

                 Councillor G. Yarranton 
                 2 police officers present
3 members of the public were present
	Councillor R. Jennings
Councillor Mr. B. Phillips
Councillor Mrs. L. Green
Mrs. E. Whitehouse (Clerk)
 

	1.
	Police Report  (during the month)

Night of 2nd Feb Field opposite entrance to Habberley Valley  – shed broken into and horse feed and horse rug taken.
Spare wheel taken off a pick-up – unknown if happened at Grey Green farm or elsewhere.  

Police advised that there have been thefts of parts from Landrover Defenders.  Also catalytic converters stolen from large vehicles.

Police ask for more feedback from the rural area – to get more involvement by public.
NFU mutual insurance will mark tractors, diggers and equipment for free.

Police asked for use of the carpark to put on a mobile exhibition to mark vehicles and equipment.  Cllr. Gammond will check and advise according

	2.
	Public Open Forum

Mr. Corfield asked why signs put out by Severn Trent on Eymore Lane have been there for weeks with no work going on.  Makes motorists blasé about taking notice.  Mr. Collins added  that if signs were still out over the permitted time, then the Hub could fine Severn Trent.  Another item to discuss with Severn Trent if a site meeting could be arranged.

	3.
	Apologies for Absence:  Apologies from James Gammond.

	4.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr. Mrs. C Gammond declared an interest re Village Hall, being a committee member.  Councillor Yarranton expressed an interest being a District and County Councillor.  Cllr. Grainger declared an interest in any items in connection with Riddings Brook.  Cllr. Ben Phillips declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in relation to the Churchard Grant.

	5.


	Approval of the Minutes The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 19th  January 2015 were approved 

	6.
	District and County Councillor Reports together with progress reports on other matters
· Litterpick done in Habberley Road
· Fountain Court – drainage chamber still scheduled to be cleaned out.  It was also reported that a gully outside No. 3 Low Habberley was blocked and needed jetting.
· Drainage and road at Upper birch, and the Mount drainage – all scheduled for attention.
· Drainage culvert under the road on the Common towards the pool at Bite Farm, and the footpath is not now flooded as it was, following clearance and jetting of the gulley under the highway.  This will now be kept clear.  However, there is still some lying water under the planked ditch crossing.  This will require the ditch digging out under where the planks are.  

· Crundalls Lane – road has been swept.  

· Litter pick required in the layby, Eymore lane – Cllr Yarranton will organise.
· Bus stop hardstanding at Trimpley crossroads will be done under the small works scheme, but the lead time for this work may be 3 – 4 months.
· Hoarstone Bank, just above the rock cutting – a small branch from a woodland trust tree – needs to be taken down.  Lengthsman to attend. 
· Gully in Hoarstone Lane, just past the first gate into the wood – blocked, needing jetting. 
· Jacob’s Ladder bank – gully on Habberley Valley side of road throws vehicles off their steering.  This could potentially cause a serious accident, and Cllr. Yarranton was asked to look at this also. 

	7.
	PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL:
a) Previous planning applications

14/0413 – Detached Garage at VALLEY HOUSE, Eymore Lane, Trimpley
Still awaiting decision.
14/0747 – Hill Farm  - Installation of sewage and water treatment plant.

Still awaiting decision
b) Planning Application considered.
15/0064 – The Coach House, Habberley Lane, Trimpley – Change of use of existing building to permanent dwelling

Comment: No objection to the proposal and Recommend Approval

However, we would like to ask that the following points are addressed:-

· that the disposal of sewage and surface water arrangements are sufficient to cope with permanent occupation.
· that the adjoining landowner, and owner of the access drive is kept fully informed in respect of the visibility splay of the access driveway.  Note the applicant does not own the driveway to this property.
c) Compliance Issues
i) Playhouse erected adjacent to Amenity/Storage Building (permission granted) to be used in conjunction with adjoining land use – Hollies Lane.  Nothing further to report since last meeting.  
ii) The Piggeries, at High Crundalls House, Crundalls Lane – Nothing further to report.
iii) Crundalls Cottage – Nothing further to report.
It was noted that the mausoleum at Holbeache House was to be constructed under permitted development.  

Permiited Development.
Cllr. C Gammond advised that she would will try to obtain some guidelines on Permitted Development  to share with members.

	8. 
	Progress Reports on Outstanding Items
a) Burst Water pipes  – Reply from Severn Trent – Clerk had contacted the MP about this matter, and was also requested to contact Arley Parish Council who had had similar problems at Pound Green.
b) Work at Mary Moors – Still no explanation from Severn Trent about the work they had done at this location, and had been previously discussed, the roadworks signage was still in place.
c) VA Sign –  pole had been purchased, and the sign was up and functioning in Low 

      Habberley. Clerk was instructed to purchase another battery. H

	9.
	Lengthsman – No invoice was tabled, but cheque for Footpath Work was signed.

	10.
	Financial Reports .
a) Cheques signed 
Footpath work by Sam Archer - £60.00

E. Whitehouse (Clerk’s Expenses, including VA Sign Pole) £147.15

PAYE re Clerk’s Salary - £56.40

Clerk’s one-off Salary payment as agreed by NALC/SLCC - £100

Upper Arley CE First School –Grant towards Swimming Transport - £250
      b)   Bank Mandate forms – these were still to be finalised.

	11.

	County & District and CALC Correspondence

· Parish Quiz – no interest was expressed in putting in a team,  (despite a mention in the newsletter) and so clerk would advise District Council accordingly.  

	12.
	Road Accident – Accident during the month when a Volkswagen ca went into Rosemary cottage demolishing the porch.  This was a car coming down the hill who had to swerve to avoid a man putting up traffic lights. 

	13.
	Other Matters
· Laptop – Clerk to get quotes for a new replacement laptop for the next meeting, to include upgraded software.
· Footpath at the Foxholes – reported as very muddy – has been raised with the Rights of Way people, and waymarks have been replaced.    Walkers will have to bypass this, as it is very difficult to prevent it from becoming impassable – however, contact would be made with Jonathan White at ROW Dept. for possible solutions. 

· It was reported that the grass verges in Low Habberley were becoming very muddy and cut up by people parking on them.  This is a difficult matter to address, but it was decided to put a plea in the next newsletter asking for help from residents by practicing considerate parking.  
· The possibility of providing a gate at the bottom of the service lane behind the former council houses in Low Habberley.  This had been raised as there had been a number of thefts from sheds and garages by unknown persons accessing this land.  However, it was uncertain if all residents would be in agreement with a gate being put at the end of the lane to prevent unauthorised access.  Would the gate be more of a hindrance, or abused, not shut, etc.  If a gate were provided, then Community Housing would need to have ownership of it.  Also, would emergency vehicles require access.  It was a matter to be discussed at length with all whose property could be accessed from this lane before a decision was taken.  
· Community Sheet – given out with the last newsletter - no feedback had been received from parishioners.

· Litter – flytipping – Eymore wood – adjacent to Severn Trent car park but in the wood on Arley Estate land.  Clerk to contact Arley Estate. 
· CCTV signs – no Tipping – Clerk was requested to obtain a further 6 signs.
 

	 15.
	Date of Next Meeting – Parish Council meeting  - agreed for 16th March 2015 at 7.45pm.  
The meeting closed at 9.50p.m.
                                       Chairman – Cllr. C. Gammond  _   _________________________
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