	
	KIDDERMINSTER FOREIGN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on Monday 16th March  2015 at 7.45pm at Trimpley Village Hall

	
	Present:  Councillor Mrs C. Gammond 
                Councillor C. Grainger

                 Councillor G. Yarranton
                  Councillor J. Gammond 
                      police officers present
	Councillor R. Jennings
Councillor Mr. B. Phillips
Councillor Mrs. L. Green
Mrs. E. Whitehouse (Clerk)
    Members of the public were present. 

	1.
	Police Report  (during the month)

No police present
Crime Prevention advice and property marking – relevant dates were shared. 

	2.
	Public Open Forum

Nothing from the public

	3.
	Apologies for Absence: None all present  

	4.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr. Mrs. C Gammond and Cllr. J. Gammond declared an interest re Village Hall, being a committee members.  Councillor Yarranton expressed an interest being a District and County Councillor.  Cllr. Grainger declared an interest in any items in connection with Riddings Brook.  Cllr. Ben Phillips declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in relation to the Churchard Grant.  Cllr. Mrs. L. Green declared an interest in planning application 15/0088 relating to 21 Low Habberley

	5.


	Approval of the Minutes The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 16th  February 2015 were approved with two typographical  errors corrected.

	6.
	District and County Councillor Reports together with progress reports on other matters
· Litter picking in Severn trent car park – Severn Trent advised they will tidy the area.
· Litter pick organised by Cllr. Yarranton at the viewpoint.

· Road defect on way to Low Habberley by rock cutting had been attended to.
· Legal advice was to be sought re positioning of infrared and CCTV cameras re problems with fly tipping. Can we just have highways or landowners permission?  
      Enquiries to be made re relaxing charges at the local tips.
· Clerk to pursue meeting with Cllr Hart re localism, and possibility parish taking on litter picking.
· Cllr. Yarranton had organised litter picking which had been done across the green through to the crossroads.  He would also organise a litter pick between High Habberley House and the roundabout.  

· Chris will do Grey Green lane.  

Items reported for attention by District or County Council

· Loose roadside “set” in Low Habberley - to be concreted in.

· Reflector post needs replacing  on the bend by  Myndholm

· Headwall at the back of drain by Myndholm – still also not done.

· Hoarstone Lane – rock cutting area – potholes had been repaired, but water wash coming up through the repairs, and they will soon be potholes again.  

· Jetting required  in:-

      Gully by Little Gains 
     Drain outside No. 3 and also outside No. 11 Low Habberley 

     Roadside drain opposite but just above Valley House in Eymore Lane.  
Cllr. Yarranton kindly agreed to report these matters.

	7.
	PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL:
a) Previous planning applications

14/0413 – Detached Garage at VALLEY HOUSE, Eymore Lane, Trimpley
Approved – but new revised plans 15/0139 received.
14/0747 – Hill Farm  - Installation of sewage and water treatment plant.

Refused permission
15/0064 – The Coach House, Habberley Lane – change of use of existing building to permanent dwelling

Still awaiting permission

b) Planning Applications considered.
15/0088 – 21 Low Habberley – Side Extension 
Cllr. Mrs. Green left the room whilst this item was discussed

Comment: “No objections and recommend approval”
Cllr. Mrs. Green returned to the room.

15/0113 – Crundalls Cottage – Retrospective application to seek retention of extensions to property as built

Comment: “We object to the extension of this property as it has been built, and we are not supportive of these retrospective plans.

As a general comment, we are particularly unhappy with the fact that no checks are carried out by the planning authority to ensure that buildings/extensions constructed are in accordance with planning permissions granted.  This can be particularly the case where building regulation inspectors used are not in the employ of the local authority.  This highlights a loophole in procedures, and makes a mockery of planning permissions granted which can be so easily flouted in execution.  It cannot be good procedure to leave “policing” of building works constructed being in compliance with plans passed to a casual passer-by or the parish council, and we would like to see steps being taken to tighten procedures in respect to this.”    
15/0139 – Revised plans for Detached Garage at Valley House, Eymore Lane
Comment: “No objections and recommend approval”
c) Compliance Issues
i) Playhouse erected adjacent to Amenity/Storage Building (permission granted) to be used in conjunction with adjoining land use – Hollies Lane.  Nothing further to report since last meeting.  
ii) The Piggeries, at High Crundalls House, Crundalls Lane – Nothing further to report.
Permiited Development
Cllr. Gammond tabled guidelines to the new regulations which were made available to all present. 

	8. 
	Progress Reports on Outstanding Items
a) Burst Water pipes  – Reply from Severn Trent – Clerk had contacted the MP about this matter, and was also requested to contact Arley Parish Council who had had similar problems at Pound Green.   No response re request for a site meeting from Severn Trent, but Arley advised that they had eventually had mains work undertaken in their parish..
b) Work at Mary Moors – Still no explanation from Severn Trent about the work they had done at this location, and roadworks signage was still in place.
c)   Brooks Coppice verge  - The Chair would arrange site visit to discuss with the 

      householder.H

	9.
	Lengthsman – 
Invoice for work done tabled and approved in the amount of £270

Clerk advised that she had also received the contract agreement from the County Council for the Lengthsman scheme for 2015-16 in the amount of £2060.53.  This was the same amount as 2014-15.   Clerk to arrange to renew the contract with the County Council on behalf of the parish.

In addition, she would draw up the contract for 2015-16 and made renewal arrangements with Archer Bros for the coming year.  She would also ensure that they had sufficient worksheet documentation, and that they attended necessary training in May 2015.

	10.
	Financial Reports .
a) Cheques signed 
S. Archer – Lengthsman’s work - £270

Hitachi – VA Battery Sign - £99.12

PAYE – Clerk - £56.20

CCTV Signs ordered by the Clerk - £10.76 (Clerk provided these to Councillors)
b)   Bank Mandate forms –   Clerk would send in all the forms currently completed.
c)   New Audit Arrangements – Clerk advised that new audit arrangements would affect this parish for the next financial year.  This would entail publication on the website page of all agenda, minutes and accounts on a month by month basis.   This is for parishes with a turnover of less than £25,000 (which would be applicable for this parish) and this would then be deemed to be audited by public scrutiny.  Clerk to continue to publish agenda and minutes, and to arrange to publish accounts commencing April.
d)  New Computer

Due to operating difficulties with the existing computer, including out of date software, clerk had obtained a quote from MISCO for a new laptop.  It was agreed that she should go ahead and order this during the coming month.

	11.

	County & District and CALC Correspondence

Clerk gave out some details of reports from CALC including pension arrangements soon to be decided upon.

	12.
	Road Accident – 
Two accidents were reported. 
One by High Habberley House
Also a car damaged in rock cutting – Hoarstone Lane

	13.
	Other Matters
· It was decided to order more wild flower seeds for planting around the parish again this year.  Councillor Grainger advised that he would arrange this.

· The erection of traffic mirrors was discussed, and Councillor Yarranton advised that the County Council would not support erection of mirrors on highway land.
· Cllr. Yarranton asked to be excused from delivering the newsletter due to election commitments next month.  

	 15.
	Date of Next Meeting – Parish Council meeting  - agreed for 20th April 2015 at 7.45p.m.
This also to be the Annual Parish Meeting.

The meeting closed at 10.15p.m.
                                       Chairman – Cllr. C. Gammond  _   _________________________
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