AGM Minutes of Pendock Parish Council 12th May 2015

The Minutes of Annual General Meeting of Pendock Parish Council
Held at  Pendock School at 7.30pm on 12th May 2015
Present: Cllrs Mr John Humphreys,  Mr Simon Fellows, Mr Charles Rush and Miss Rosemary Philipson-Stow
In attendance:  three members of the Parish

1.  Election of Chairman:  Councillor Humphreys was proposed by Councillor Rosemary Philipson-Stow and seconded by Simon Fellows.  This was unanimously agreed.   Councillor Humphreys signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chairman.
2. Apologies:  Cllrs John Davison.
3. Declaration of Interests:  All Councillors were given a new register to complete and forward to MHDC.  They were also reminded of their duty to keep their register of interests updated.
4. Minutes:  The minutes of the meeting held on 10th March 2015 were approved and signed.
5. Progress Reports:

a. M50 Horse Bridge:  A further letter had been received from Harriett Baldwin which despite her attempts to bring the road opening nearer they had responded that they were not budging and the road would be closed until July. 
Further to the Clerk’s letter to the Highways Department regarding the repair work to all the local roads being used as cut-throughs, she had received a letter from the Senior highways Engineer which said they were is discussions with the Highways Agency but encourage us to continue putting the pressure on the Agency to ensure satisfactory repair work is done.
b. Pendock Garage – application for lawful development:  Further to the Planning Decision the appellant has now gone to appeal.  All Parish Council representations previously made will be considered by the Inspector so no further representations need be made.
6. Parish Council Vacancy:  The Chairman reported that there were two vacancies on the Parish Council which needed to be filled within 35 days in order to avoid the formal notification process.  Adrian Lovegrove was prepared to accept another term of office and duly signed the acceptance of office.
7. Election of Vice-Chairman:  Councillor Lovegrove was proposed by Councillor Simon Fellows and seconded by Councillor John Humphreys.  This was unanimously agreed.
8. Finance Report:
a. Adoption of Financial Statements:  The Financial Statements for 2014/15 were proposed by Cllr Rosemary Philipson-Stow, seconded by Cllr John Humphreys and unanimously approved and adopted.
b. Annual Return:  The governance review was approved and signed by the Chairman together with the financial statements.
c. Amendment to the Bank Authority:  The Clerk requested that as Mr Baker was no longer a Councillor he could no longer be a signatory, and therefore requested that a further Councillor be added to the mandate.   Cllr Simon Fellows agreed to be the third signatory.
9. Lengthsman Scheme:   It was reported that the Council budget from Worcestershire County Council was unchanged at £1827.90 and that the clerk had renewed the contract with the County Council and with the lengthsman who had submitted a scheme of 1 day a month through the winter period and two days in the height of the growing season.  This was accepted by the Council.

10. Correspondence:  
a. Insurance renewal: The insurance was up for renewal at the beginning of June and the current provider Zurich Municipal had invoiced £243.80 being the same premium as last year.  A further quote had also been received from AON at £193.34 for the same cover.  Following a discussion on the merits of keeping with a known expert on Council insurance it was agreed that the Clerk would see if she could get the Zurich price reduced but that the Council would prefer to stay with their current provider and if necessary pay the additional premium to Zurich Municipal.
b. Community Exchange – Your neighbourhood Plan: Following a workshop organised by Community Exchange a booklet was produced to highlight some of the issues and opportunities associated with Neighbourhood Plans and sustainable development.  A copy of that booklet was available to Councillors.

c. Rural Rate Relief Application – Pendock Stores:  An application had been received from Pendock Stores applying for Discretionary Rural Rate Relief.  Should the Council wish to make a contribution so that the full 50% Discretionary Relief may be awarded they would need to contribute £64.71.   Considering the support and help that the stores have given the parish, the community office within the shop and their contribution to the community it was agreed unanimously that this grant be awarded.
d. Enforcement Appeal – Dugmore Cottage:  It was noted that the owners of Dugmore Cottage had appealed against the Planning Authority’s refusal to issue retrospective planning consent on the new dwelling.  The Parish Council did not feel that they wished to make representations in respect of the above appeal.
e. VAS:  A request had been received from Castlemorton Parish Council to have use of the VAS for a period this summer.   The Clerk reported that she had replied that it would be available but due to the failure of their previous lengthsman to recharge the batteries correctly and the subsequent cost to this council for replacement, that a deposit would be requested of £100 to cover the costs of replacement or repair should it be necessary.

11. Date of the next Meeting:  7.30pm on Wednesday 8th July 2015 at Pendock Primary School.
The meeting closed at 8.50pm.

Signed ……………………………………………………..

Date……………………………………………..



Chairman

Notes of Public Question Time

Three members of the public were in attendance and raised the following concerns during Public Question Time:

1. The dangerous furrow in the middle of the motorway bridge in School Lane.  The Clerk will report it yet again!
The meeting was adjourned for Public Question Time, notes of which are appended to these minutes.
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