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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Lower Moor Parish Rooms on

Thursday, 11th June, 2009, commencing at 7.30pm.
Present:
Mr N Butler, Mr M Hayes, 
Ms A Buckley, Mr E Cohen, Mrs J Bracewell.
Clerk Mrs C Morris.
In attendance: Clerk Mrs C Morris
The meeting opened at 7.33pm.
The meeting was adjourned to hear from PC Stuart Toms and  Mr Michael Morris, who attended to talk about the glasshouse plans (see attached note)
The meeting reopened at 8.07pm

ADMIN
1. To consider apologies for absence. None from Councillors – County and District Councillor Liz Tucker sent her apologies.


2. To consider: a) Declarations of Interest (Personal & Prejudicial) and b) Any changes to be notified to the Register of Interest and Gifts & Hospitability. None

3. Minutes: Minutes of the meeting on 7th May 2009 to be confirmed and signed.
The minutes were approved and signed as a true record of proceedings.

4. To consider any applications for co-option to fill the council’s remaining seat. 
No applications had been received.


5. To note the council’s Standing Orders and consider a review at the next meeting.
It was agreed that the Standing Orders would remain unchanged and be reviewed after an imminent review by the National Association of Local Councils.

6. To note the Code of Conduct.
The Code of Conduct was noted and approved by the councillors.

7. To consider the council’s scheme of delegation and councillor areas of responsibility.

The current Scheme of Delegation was approved for the coming year, noting that all councillors belonged to the planning committee. 

It was agreed that 

· All councillors had special responsibility for planning.
· All councillors were members of the staffing working group.
· Cllr Cohen was to continue his role as footpath representative (He was also congratulated upon his formal appointment as Parish Paths Warden).

· Cllr Butler was street lighting representative.
· Cllr Bracewell was named as play area representative.
· Cllr Hayes was named as health and safety representative.
· Cllr Cohen and Bracewell were named as grants representatives.
8. To review the council’s financial regulations, risk assessment and insurance requirements.

The council approved the financial regulations (unchanged) for the coming year.

It was agreed that Cllr Butler and Clerk were to review the health and safety regulations and prepare a draft asset register.



Action Clerk/chairman

It was agreed to renew the current parish insurance, which was almost unchanged, with Methodist Insurance.  




Action Clerk

9. To nominate councillors to represent the parish on outside bodies.

Village Hall Committee – Cllr Butler and Cohen to continue.
Tip liaison – Cllr Hayes and Cllr Buckley. 
PC liaison group for wind farm – Cllr Buckley.
PACT – Cllr Hayes.
Allotment Group – Cllr Hayes.
Events Committee – Cllr Bracewell.

NEW ITEMS:

10. To consider maintenance of the land outside Haig Villas.

The council agreed that the area should be mown, which would not only look tidier, but would mean the area would seem more a part of the village. 
Members agreed to the mowing contractors’ maintenance suggestions  which would cost £160 for the initial flail cut with cuttings removed and then £30 for regular mowing. They asked for the mowing to be carried out fortnightly for the first two months and then monthly from then on.

Clerk to also find out if extra grant money could be made available from the county council for this extra area of maintenance. 





Action Clerk
11. To consider a grant request from Wychavon Citizens’ Advice Bureau.

Members had agreed a £200 grants budget this year after a request for financial help for the bonfire last year. They decided they would rather spend this money directly within the parish. It was agreed that Cllrs Bracewell and Hayes would draft a note for the newsletter inviting bids for the money. 






Action Hayes/Bracewell

12. To consider a request for permission to hold a music afternoon on the playing field.

The council agreed that there were no objections to the principle of the music afternoon, planned as part of the Pershore Plum Festival celebrations, but there was concern about parking arrangements, particularly in relation to use of the playing field. Clerk to write to ask for details of parking, traffic management, health and safety and insurance arrangements.
 










Action Clerk


13. To consider rate relief requests.

After inquiries about rate relief, Wychavon DC has confirmed it is still ten weeks behind on its paperwork.


REGULAR ITEMS:

14. Finance:
14.1. Accounts for payment.

GBD



Mowing (may)

£431.37
N Winter


Lengthsman

£  86.25
M E Hayes


Basketball nets

£    9.20
Mr Young


Play Area Refurb
£  42.81
J Bracewell


Play Area Refurb
£  47.48
Wicksteed


Play Area Refurb**
£124.78
Methodist Insurance
PC insurance

£417.69
 




           TOTAL: £1,159.58

NB: Npower had sent another bill for street lamp electric for £391.14 clerk is attempting to investigate an explanation for the fluctuating amounts. 
NB:  A revised cheque was written for the CALC subs. (previous cheque destroyed) Payment approved last month.

** See Play Area item later


14.2. To note any receipts.

The council received a cheque for £2,357.91 from Mr Peter Perry. It was the balance of the Hill & Moor Saturday Sports Fund and was given “On the express condition that all the money is used to provide recreational facilities for residents of the village. We would particularly ask that not all the money be used for the children’s playground but some provision should also be made for young people”. Clerk to write with thanks. Action Clerk

14.3. Bank reconciliation.

May in:
Savings Acc

Interest

£0.71
May Out: 
463


GBD 

Mowing


£380.76
464


NPower

Lights


£  28.81
469


Calc 

Subs(see above)
£237.92
466


N Winter
Lengthsman

£112.50
467


C Morris
 
Clerk


£315.07
468


Playsafety
Rospa Inspection
£  72.45
 





              TOTAL: £1,147.51



The clerk presented the bank reconciliation for May 09. It showed that during May, no deposits had been made into the current account, which contained £6792.92, but cheques had been written for £1,147.51. One cheque had not yet been presented (£237.92) and its total at the end of the month stood at £5,883.33. The savings account 
accrued £0.71 in interest, bringing its total to £15,239.46. This meant that, allowing for the unpresented cheque, the council’s total cash assets at the end of May stood at £20,884.87.

14.4. To approve overtime/expenses for May 2009.

The clerk’s expenses of £2.16 (mileage) were approved.

14.5. To consider the council’s annual return, audit and end of year financial issues.

The council completed the annual statement of accounts in the annual return and approved the annual accounts subject to there being no issues arising from the internal auditor. If no issues were raised, the chairman and clerk were instructed to complete the annual return and send it by the due date.  


Action Clerk
It was noted that due to the clerk’s complicated tax situation, having multiple employments, a PAYE system was being put into place for this year. The clerk was transferring the tax from her own account (as there was no Employers’ NI to pay) to save extra cheques, post, paperwork etc, which she said she would document. 

15. Planning: 
15.1. To consider new planning applications/issues.

Springhill Nurseries – additional information had been received re the application to re-site the buildings. W/09/00640/PN
The chairman and Cllr Cohen had examined new details about the application to re-site the glasshouses. Cllr Butler is to compile a response based on local observations. 
 









Action Cllr Butler
15.2. To confirm comments sent to the Planning Authorities between meetings. 

Cllr Butler’s response to the Springhill Nurseries application to re-site the glasshouses - W/09/00640/PN – was sent to the planning officers. See attached.

15.3. To note any Decision Notices received from Wychavon District Council.

W/09/00878/PP – 7 Bridge Street, Lower Moor – extension and dormer - Approved.



16. Street Lighting:
16.1. To note fault reports and hear progress on faults.
16.2. To discuss action necessary to maintain/repair/update the lighting system – including the proposed restating of the lamp in Salters Lane.

The chairman was still waiting for E-on engineers to discuss the work to be done. 
17. Playing Field To consider repairs/improvements necessary for the play area.

Cllr Bracewell reported that the tiles had been repaired at the play area and the council approved payment and reimbursement for the materials. She also reported that she was to place the order for the planned new piece of play equipment in the coming weeks. 
She would then be able to continue with plans for the larger play area extension and was investigating grants available. She reported the donation of £2,357.91 from the Hill & Moor Saturday Sports Fund, which would help towards the project and added that events she was planning to raise money for the scheme would not be necessary as the pub was organising a number of similar events, with donations to the parish.
She agreed to investigate the play area gate to see if a new one had to be purchased and to review the issues raised in the Rospa report.
 










Action Cllr Bracewell
The council thanked Cllr Bracewell for her work.

Prices and examples of new litter bins were noted, to replace the one on the playing field. Cllr Buter agreed to see if the old one could be repaired. 
Action Cllr Butler
9.30pm - Cllr Bracewell left the meeting

18. Village Hall – To consider any village hall issues. None

19. Lengthsman: To consider any lengthsman issues/ work schedule.

It was noted that Nick Winter had also been appointed as Lengthsman for Bishampton & Throckmorton Parish and the council congratulated him. His month’s work schedule was noted and approved.
Councillors noted that drain clearance vehicles were not travelling past the railway line down Bridge Street and they requested that Nick send in a report.   


Action Clerk

UPDATES:

20. To consider any updates on any of the following ongoing issues:

Flower barrel scheme – One barrel had perished and Cllr Hayes agreed to look into getting another.







Action Cllr Hayes
Traffic & pavement issues – The items reported by the lengthsman have been sent to the maintenance team for investigation. PC Toms was also asked to inquire about signs for Bridge Street. Clerk to chase again.





Action Clerk
Allotments- No issues
Website- Clerk reported difficulty viewing the site and logging on. To monitor.
Newsletter- Clerk to organise in July. 
Flooding- See above
Wind Farm- Cllr Buckley had attended another meeting of the parish councils’ group, details fo which had been circulated.
Housing- A housing needs survey was being prepared and would be ready for distribution in July.  
 









Action Clerk
PACT- No news

21. Calc/Training issues. No issues
22. Reports from councillors/ county and district councillor. None
23. Correspondence.

The new reference book on Local Council Administration was available for purchase via Calc at £53.60. It was agreed to seek an agreement to share the cost with Bishampton & Throckmorton PC. 





Action Clerk

Wychavon Building Design Awards - noted

NCVO Sustainable funding Project – Community First workshop , worcs July 14th. - noted

From Peter Luff: EDF Energy grant for a community project for renewable energy – applications by august. - noted

Wychavon Parish Games – Hill & Moor is entering (via the pub) and it will cost £5 per event, up to £50 max. The PC agreed to pay for the entries to encourage community participation.

Midsummer Nights’ Dream at Worcester Woods Country Park, poster – noted

CIRCULATION: NALC Legal topic – Section 137 payments/ Fieldwork / Pershore High news / Worcs CC Greenspace info pack

24. Items for next agenda and to affirm the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council.

Cllr Hayes wished to raise the PC’s support of the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme on the next agenda.

The next meeting of the council was confirmed as Thursday, July 2nd 2009.

The meeting closed at 9.55pm.

………………………………………………..(chairman) 
……………………………………………..(date)


C. Morris  - Mrs C Morris. Clerk
Notes from the public session:

PC Toms reported on the yearly crime figures – 15 in the parish. He mentioned a complaint about excessive noise in the evenings but councillors said they were not aware of any problem. He also spoke about previously reported parking problems and agreed that the situation had improved. Ongoing issues with heavy vehicles through the village and with speeding along Salters Lane were discussed again and PC Toms said he would continue to monitor the situation.

Mr Morris asked about the Glasshouses applications and offered support as he had professional planning experience. Councillors informed him of their work on the matter so far and he took away a copy of the inspector’s report to study.

Planning Application W/09/00640/PN –Relocation of 48,000 meter Glasshouse - Springhill Farm, Fladbury

Hill & Moor Parish Council has considered the new submission by Springhill Nurseries for relocation of the site access track and the 48,000 m2 Glasshouse in Porters Fields.

The council has held discussions with Mr Mike Glyde of WCC Archaeology Department regarding the need to move this track to protect the historic remains and it is his view that although moving the track towards the hedge will place it in an area not containing any remains, it is not essential to do this. This is because of the depth of soil over the site already provides a significant buffer to damage, especially when combined with a method of construction that does not cause major soil disturbance.  

Therefore, in Mr Glyde’s view, moving the track towards the hedge is a ‘nice to have’ but they are not concerned if the track remains in its present position, as the current soil depth and conditions on construction will ensure that the site will be protected.

In addition to the issue raised above, Hill & Moor Parish Council does not agree with the applicant that this is a minor change for the following reasons.

· Z001 - The visual impact of the site on the landscape character of the area contrary to ENV1, SUR2 of the Wychavon District Local Plan, policies SD2 and CTC1 of the Worcestershire County Structure Plan and policy QE6 of the West Midlands Spatial Strategy;

The application aims to move the glasshouse 40 meters towards Salters Lane.  This will have the effect of increasing the visible height of the glasshouses for the residents in Salters Lane, negating the effect of the planted area between Salters Lane and the development.


· Z003 - The impact on the right of way under RST3 of the Worcestershire County Structure Plan.

Phillippa Jaine, Mapping and GIS Officer, in her letter to you on the 19th February 2007 in relation to application 07/00113 and 00138, confirmed that the track is part of the right-of-way in her statement:

“The applicants need to be made aware that the public footpath (Fladbury 521) runs along the farm track and not to the south of it as described in their  access statement”.  

Therefore walkers have the right to use the track for crossing the site.  Moving the track closer to the hedge creates a significantly greater safety risk for walkers and others using the track.  The current position of the proposed access to the site follows the current right-of-way from the entrance at Salters Lane through the first field and then passes the hedge boundary into the second field for another 40 meters before turning left in a northerly direction to reach the site car park.

This 40 metre space between the hedge and the track turning north would allow walkers to become aware of vehicles leaving site when the vehicles that have driven out of the site’s car park and turned right to follow the right of way for 40 metres before reaching the hedge boundary between the fields.  However, if the track is moved up to the hedge boundary then walkers will not see vehicles until a driver turns right, appearing straight from behind the hedge.  Any walkers walking from Lower Moor and nearing the hedge are at risk of not have time to react to traffic turning onto the right of way and would be at risk of being hit.  Also, drivers would not see anyone approaching the hedge boundary and would not be able to react to avoid walkers in the same way as if they had 40 metres clear visibility before reaching the hedge.

It is difficult to mitigate this risk for the following reasons:


· Walkers cannot rely on hearing traffic owing to the possibility of noise generated by farm machinery nearby by or by trains travelling close by.


· Drivers will not be able to see or hear walkers approaching the hedge as they turn right next to the hedge


· Reducing the height of the hedge on the approach to the track will significantly increase the visibility of the site to walkers and the residents of Salters Lane, thereby impacting the amenity value of the footpath


The footpath is a popular with local residents for walking dogs, and for older residents and families to exercise or to cross between Lower Moor and Fladbury.  Also there are a number of bike riders, all of whom would be at risk from the reduced visibility resulting from relocating the track.

It is our view that the risk of injury to walkers and cyclist far outweighs the possible benefits to the impact on the SAM, which the archaeology team believes is already well protected by current soil depth and conditions placed on construction.  
If there is no case for moving the track to the west then there is no case for moving the glasshouse, as the application states that they wish to move the glasshouse to keep it in line with the track.  If the applicant decides to press for the glasshouse to be moved, despite the lack of need to extra protection of the site, we can only assume that the primary reason for this application was to make extra space for expansion on the site rather than protection of the historic remains.  

We also have some issues with the application form submitted by the applicants.  Our concerns are:

· Section 13 relating to whether there is a flood risk has not been properly completed.  The applicant has failed to confirm whether or not the proposal will increase the flood risk elsewhere.  A brief flood assessment has been submitted, but this in no way meets the concerns of the Environment Agency, Severn Trent, WWC Highways and Network Rail’s about the management of surface water.  There needs to be a far more detailed plan of drains, gutter and down pipe sizes, SUDs, soak-a-ways, reservoir construction, etc, together with a hydrological model to allow due diligence to be undertaken in the assessment of flood risk, as required under PPS25, especially as this is a new application.  Without detailed plans, should further flooding of Lower Moor taken place there would certainly be grounds for resident’s insurance companies to question whether the risks of flooding had been adequately evaluated, which could raise questions about liability.


· In Section 17, the applicant states that there will be trade effluent generated, but gives no detail of the nature of the waste or how it will be handled.  This on its own should be grounds for refusal unless further detail is provided.


· In Section 21, the application states that the site will be open 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  This raises a major concern over noise and light pollution and if this application is to be approved conditions need to be added to protect local residents from night-time noise from machinery and impact from lights, along with the condition restricting the pack house to only handle produce grown in the glasshouse.  As with any enterprise, it is understood that at times of emergency there is a need to operate outside normal working hours, but the hours detailed in the application should detail normal working hours which is not 24/7.
In conclusion, the parish council objects to this application for the following reasons:

· moving the track closer to the hedge will lead to an increased risk to public safety which outweighs a risk to the historical remains, which even the archaeology team feels is not currently at risk. This has a direct impact on the amenity value of the right of way.


· Anybody involved this relocation of the road close up to the hedge could be implicated in any claims for injury and in such circumstances would most likely need to defend themselves by justifying why a non-essential additional protection of the historic remains was more important than public safety.


· Moving the site closer to Salters Lane will increase the height in the eyes of the residents, reducing the mitigation of the tree planting and further impacting character of the landscape for residents in Salters Lane.


· The application form has not been properly completed as it:

· fails to answer the question on flood risk; 

· suggests that unknown trade waste will be generated but provides no detail on how it will be disposed of

· indicates that the site will be operating 24/7  

· The ‘flood risk assessment’ does not meet the requirements of PPS25, or of any of the agencies consulted in previous applications including that of the Government Inspector and as such cannot be used to determine the risk to flooding to local residents.


· If this application is approved the parish council would have no choice but to raise questions about liability should walkers get injured or, after the next flood, should run-off from the developed site cause damage in Lower Moor. 

We therefore ask that this application is refused.

HAMPC June 11 2009

