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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Lower Moor Parish Rooms on

Thursday, 8th January, 2009, commencing at 7.30pm.
Present:
Mr N Butler, Mr M Hayes, Mrs B Holme, 
Mr E Cohen, Ms Ann Buckley, Mrs J Bracewell.
Clerk Mrs C Morris.
In attendance: Cllr Liz Tucker (Worcs County Council and Wychavon District Council Ward Member)
The meeting opened at 7.44pm.

1. To consider apologies for absence. None

2. To consider: a) Declarations of Interest (Personal & Prejudicial) and b) Any changes to be notified to the Register of Interest and Gifts & Hospitability. None

3. Minutes: Minutes of the meeting on 4th December 2008 to be confirmed and signed. 
The minutes were signed as a true record of proceedings.

4. To consider any applications for co-option to fill the council’s remaining seat. None.


5. To consider the budget and set the precept for the year ahead.

Members studied the clerk’s budget report, considered the chairman’s expenses comparison sheets and considered predicted costs for street lamps in the coming year and agreed to forego the rise predicted from last year and keep the precept the same as last year - £10,000 - which should allow for further work to be carried out on the worst street lamps while not imposing further cost rises on parishioners in the difficult economic climate. 
Action clerk

6. Finance:

6.1. Accounts for payment.
The following invoices were approved for payment:
451

Fladbury Parish Council
Legal Costs(glasshouse appeal)
£900

6.2. To note any receipts.
The council received £835.52 in reclaimed VAT.

6.3. Bank reconciliation.
December In:
23/12

VAT refund
£835.52
10/12

Interest

£    8.73
Total



£844.25

December Out:
448

Worcs Calc 
Training


£    3.50

449

C Morris

Clerk wage &Xs

£314.56
Total






£318.06

The council spent a total of £318.06 from its current account and received £835.52, leaving a total of £2,878.61 in the account at the statement date of December 30. It received £8.73 in interest in its savings account, which brought its total to £17,233.23. This meant the PC’s total cash assets at December 30 stood at £20,111.84. 
The third quarter budget report showed that the council had received a total of £12,899.76 in income and spent £9,568.17.

6.4. To approve overtime/expenses for December 2008.

The clerk’s expenses of £3.58 were approved. Councillors also agreed to increase the clerk’s salary in line with national payscales. This was backdated to April. 

7. Planning: 

7.1. To consider new planning applications/issues: 

· Glasshouse appeal situation and parish funding of legal expenses.
The chairman had represented the parish council at the Glasshouse planning inquiry earlier in the week. The PC thanked Cllr Butler and Cllr Cohen for all their many hours of hard work researching the matter and fighting the plan. Cllr Hayes proposed that as £1,500 had been set aside in the budget to fight the plan, and that only £900 had been spent, that the rest of the money be split between the two councillors to go towards the expenses they had incurred – both councillors had to take time off work to attend the hearing. The clerk will ask advice from CALC. 
Action Clerk

· 08/03003 – Infill Extension to Horticultural Processing and Packaging Facility, 
Springhill Farm, Salters Lane
Members first noted that they again had not been contulted on a salters lane application, which was within Fladbury Parish. They had also noted that the statement claimed that the extension would not lead to an increase in production (with inevitable associated traffic) at the plant. Members decided to ask the planners if a condition could be placed to ensure that this situation remained and there would be no increase in vehicles to and from the site, in the light of serious road safety concerns along Salters Lane.

A new application was considered by members under delegated powers.
W/08/03268/PP – Two-storey extension, 2 Rose Villas, Salters Lane, Lower Moor.
There was no objection to the plan.

7.2. To confirm comments sent to the Planning Authorities between meetings.  None

7.3. To note any Decision Notices received from Wychavon District Council.
W/08/00878/OU New Detached 4-bed dwelling, Johnville, Salters Lane, Lower Moor.
Approved.

8. To consider any urgent updates on any of the following ongoing issues:
· Flower barrel scheme for the village: no update
· Parking and lorries along Manor Road/Bridge Street: no update
· The adoption of land in Chestnut Close: the chairman is to inspect the area to make sure the work is satisfactory before completing the paperwork to complete the handover. 
Action Cllr Butler
· Bus shelter repairs: Complete
· Allotments: No update
· Website plans: No update
· Newsletter/Christmas greeting: Greeting was delivered. More detailed newsletter to be prepared soon.
· Flooding: Cllr Cohen reported further talks with officials. The flood group was continuing to monitor the situation.
· Wind Farm: No update
· Housing: No Update
· Lengthsman: Cllr Cohen liaising. 

9. Items for next agenda and to affirm the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council.

Cllr Tucker reported that:
- Plans for a new garage at Wyre Piddle had been approved.
- The councils were considering budget issues in the light of difficult financial circumstances.

The council had received a complaint that a bin had been vandalised on the playing field – Cllr Hayes to investigate and report to the local officer via PACT.
It had also received a complaint about parking on the pavement along Cherry Orchard Road. Cllr Hayes would again talk to the local police officer about it – to be raised on the next agenda. Action Cllr Hayes.



The meeting closed at 9.30pm.

………………………………………………..(chairman) 
……………………………………………..(date)
C. Morris  - 
Mrs C Morris. Clerk


