

LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.00pm on Tuesday 24th March 2015.

Present:           
Mr J Sharp (chairman)


Mr S Seymour

Mr M Gloster



Ms S Rouse

Mr G Jones



Mr P Hawkins



Mr K Suttill



Mrs A Jones 



Mr R Husband



District Councillor Mr A Warburton (part meeting)

County Councillor Mr P Tuthill (part meeting)

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

The chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. There were apologies from Mr B Porter.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS

Ms Rouse declared an interest in item 6c 14/37. There were no changes to the register of interests.

3. OPEN FORUM – Not required.

4.
MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 27th JANUARY 2015

Having previously been circulated the minutes were proposed by Mr Gloster, seconded by Ms Rouse, and approved by all. 

5.
 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES

a) Worcestershire County Council

Cllr Tuthill gave a breakdown of the use of his £10,000 discretionary fund for 2014/15, which included contributions to a variety of groups and organisations.

Copies of the ‘World-class Worcestershire’ and southern link road development brochures were circulated for information.

Expansion of Leigh & Bransford primary school has been approved and the matter has now gone out for public consultation.

An update on the changes being made to the fire and rescue service in the county was also given.

b) Malvern Hills District Council

Cllr Warburton reported that the privatisation of regulatory services had gone through and the proposal amendment to redundancy packages had not been passed.

The Dell - The decision by the District Council to take the planning application for The Dell to the full planning committee was discussed. Mr Seymour noted a single dwelling in Welland that has been approved despite having all the factors that The Dell was rejected for. Cllr Warburton advised writing to all members of the planning committee prior to the meeting and expressed concern that planning officers are applying urban planning standards to rural developments. 

Elmhurst Farm, Dragons Cross – The inspector determined that there was no need for a contribution from the developers towards open space in the village. Ms Rouse confirmed that she had contacted the planning department asking for an explanation for this. It was noted that the developer at the Kiln Lane site is required to make a contribution, hence the situation is unfair and the village has lost out on around £140,000 in development funds. Cllr Warburton requested an email on the matter and agreed to raise the matter with MHDC.

Cllr Warburton noted that the possibility of moving to fortnightly refuse collection is being discussed and he will continue to oppose it. Cllr Tuthill reported that he has not been selected as a Conservative candidate for Malvern Link.

Updates on highways matters:

· Filter lane and bus bay – Leigh Sinton – It will not be possible to fund this through s106 monies from North site

· Bransford signage from A449 – Cllr Wells had rejected the idea of installing a sign at the crossroads in Powick, suggesting that traffic should take the longer route round. The view was expressed that this was not in the interests of sustainability and the issue should be referred on to the county council.

· The trees are still overhanging the corner of Malvern Road and Worcester Road and the house appears to be empty. Cllr Tuthill agreed to refer the matter back to Mr Brienza.

· Request for double yellow lines on Clewer Croft – Cllr Tuthill reported that the highways engineer had taken the view that the width should be sufficient now the hedge is cut back. The item to come off the agenda.

Mr Husband noted the problems experienced by drivers trying to pull out of Clewer Croft caused by vehicles parked on Hereford Road close to the turning.

Overgrown hedge – Black & White cottages. The owner has cut back the hedge to the front of numbers one and two, but the hedge in front of number three is still overhanging badly and needs cutting back to the property boundary. Cllr Tuthill agreed to chase this up with Mr Brienza.

The chairman noted that the pipe on the corner of Dingle Road is in a very poor condition. It has been jetted but nothing is getting through. It needs repair as soon as possible as it is causing the road to break up.

Mr Tuthill and Mr Warburton left the meeting at 8.00pm.

6.
PLANNING

            Mr Seymour took the chair for this section of the meeting.


a) Minutes of the planning committee meeting held on 24th February 2015.

Having previously been circulated, the minutes were accepted and signed.

b) Matters arising from previous minutes

Rectory Wood has been inspected and requires significant work. Mr Seymour agreed to seek additional quotes and Mr Tuthill to be approached for a contribution to the costs.

Mr Gloster noted that surveying work is being carried out at Bransford Acre.

Hop Pole Green hedge – Mr Seymour to get the picture from Google Maps showing the site before the hedge was removed.

c) Planning applications received.

	L&B         ref
	MHDC ref
	Application
	Location 
	 PC

 recommendation
	Summary of reasoning

	14/34
	15/00174/FUL
	Change of use of outbuildings to single dwelling
	Old Sandlin

Sandlin

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DN
	 Approval
	Applicant to be advised that an up to date bat survey will be required before they can go ahead.

	14/35
	 15/00238/HOU
	Lay foundations and concrete slab to erect a wooden garage/shed with hardstanding
	Pointers Barn

Dingle Road

Leigh

WR6 5JX
	 Approval
	n/a

	14/36
	15/00308/FUL
	Erection of cattle, implements and general purpose farm building
	Lower Sandlin Farm

Sandlin

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DN
	 Approval
	n/a

	14/37
	15/00251/CLE
	Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for siting of caravans for seasonal workers
	Guiness Park Farm

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5EQ
	 Refusal
	Recommend refusal on the grounds that the application suggests the caravans are in constant use.


d) Planning decisions received from MHDC

15/00016/HOU 

Lower House Bungalow

Single storey extension

Approval

14/01718/FUL

Land at Ashfields

Erection of Eco Hangar

Withdrawn

15/00121/HOU

The March, Suckley Rd

Insulation & render

Approval

Mr Sharp confirmed that he would attend the next NADCM and speak in support of both applications

Elmhurst Farm –Parish council to write to Mr Warburton and Mr Hughes regarding the decision not to require s106 money from the Elmhurst Farm development – to copy to Mr Rudge and Mr Williams. The issue of why evidence was not given to the inspector and what was said to the applicant to suggest that no additional community space was needed. 

Kiln Lane – Representatives from the parish council had met with Cala and Mr Beard. There had been some changes to the layout and two houses had been removed to provide a playground area. The 2.5 storey houses are still there but now look out to the hills. The affordable housing is now located in two areas – the housing association do not want them to be spread more broadly throughout the development as this makes them more difficult to manage. The houses that had been overlooking the houses on Chapel Close are now bungalows and have been turned to face the other way. The houses backing onto number 35 Kiln Lane have been moved two metres further away – however the house is still effectively hemmed in.

Regarding the possible next stage of the development, the parish council suggested that Cala hold a public meeting/open day for the local community before submitting an application. Cala has agreed to circulate everyone in the village to advertise the meeting. The parish council can then be guided by public opinion.

Mr Sharp resumed the role of chairman at this point.

7.
UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES
a) Highways Matters


1. Request for a filter lane and bus bay – Leigh Sinton. Covered in item 5b. It was noted that it would be possible to use s106 from the Kiln Lane development for this work.

2. Request for a sign to Bransford at Powick traffic lights – covered in 5b

3. Overhanging trees – corner of Malvern Road/Worcester Road – covered in 5b

4. Request for double yellow lines – Clewer Croft – covered in 5b

5. Request for short term parking space – Chinese takeaway, Hereford Road – carry forward to next meeting

6. Speeding on the A4103 – carry forward to next meeting

7. Alteration to VAS trigger points – The chairman to follow up with Mr Brienza

b) Possible breach of planning consent – The Finders Keep. The matter has been referred to the enforcement officer.

c) Parish council contact details and security procedures –.Carry forward to next meeting.

d) Provision of allotments – Mr Seymour agreed to speak to Mr Tooby regarding use of his land.

e) Hedge removal at Hop Pole Green – The matter has been referred back to the enforcement officer, requesting that the matter be dealt with as a separate matter – not predicated by the outcome of the new application at the site.

f) Overgrown hedge – 3 black & white cottages, Hereford Road. – item covered under 5b.

g) Jubilee Garden – Thought will need to be given to future planting and a centrepiece for the garden.

h) Condition of pavements – Leigh – The matter has been reported and is ongoing.

i) Issues raised in the parish profile document – Item to be carried forward for consideration by the new council.

8.
ELECTIONS 


The clerk distributed nomination forms and agreed to circulate the guidance document provided by MHDC.

9.
CLERK – REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL HOURS & PENSION SCHEME AUTOMATIC ENROLMENT


The clerk had requested additional hours to undertake the CILCA qualification, become familiar with and update the parish website and to take care of a backlog in archiving and filing. The item to be carried forward to the next meeting.


After considering the options for automatic pension enrolment, it was suggested that the NEST option would be the most appropriate.

10.
QUOTATIONS FOR OPEN SPACES MAINTENANCE 2015/16


It was agreed that quotations should be sought for the maintenance of open spaces in the parish for 2015/16, to include the Jubilee Garden. Quotes to be sought from the existing contractors and also the contractor responsible for grounds maintenance at the school. The chairman agreed to meet with interested parties to explain the work required. 


It was noted that the grass needs cutting at the play corner in Kiln Lane. The clerk to ask Mr Gardener if he would be prepared to undertake an initial cut – the area to then be included in the work for quote.

11.
REQUEST TO INSTALL MIDLANDS AIR AMBULANCE CLOTHING BANK IN VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK


Mr Gloster to take this item to the Memorial Hall committee.

12.
FINANCE


a)   Accounts paid 

BGS 

Lengthsman – January 




£228.00


BGS

VAS – January





£20.00


J Barker
Clerk – February




£634.98

b) Accounts passed for payment

J Barker
Clerk – March





£640.71

BGS

Lengthsman – February




£207.00

BGS 

VAS – February




£31.00

13. 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS
a. Footpath working Group – No report, though Mr Seymour noted that the new PPW is working his way through all the paths in the parish.

b. Memorial Hall – The committee is obtaining a grant for refurbishing the kitchen. Heating in the hall is also being reviewed.
c. Community Resilience Working Group –.No report

14.
COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS


There will be a defibrillator located by the Post Office in Leigh Sinton. 


Mr Hawkins reported that he would be standing as a District Councillor in the forthcoming elections.


Mr Porter passed on his thanks for the use of the parish council projector.

Annual meeting for the parishes of Leigh & Bransford. It was suggested that the meeting be held on 12th May at The Fold. The clerk to make the necessary arrangements.

15.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 


Planning Committee meeting - Tuesday 28th April 2015.

Parish Council Meeting and Annual Meeting – Tuesday 26th May 2015.

Both 7.00pm at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall.


Chairman.............................................

Date..................................................
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