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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Lower Moor Parish Rooms on

Thursday, 4th December, 2008, commencing at 7.30pm.
Present:
Mr N Butler, Mr M Hayes, Mrs B Holme, 
Mr E Cohen, Ms Ann Buckley.
Clerk Mrs C Morris.
The meeting opened at 7.30pm.

1. To consider apologies for absence. 

Cllr Bracewell’s apologies were accepted. She was unable to attend due to ill health. 

2.  To consider: a) Declarations of Interest (Personal & Prejudicial) and b) Any changes to be notified to the Register of Interest and Gifts & Hospitability. None

3. Minutes of the meeting on 6th November 2008 to be confirmed and signed. 
The minutes were approved and signed by the chairman as a true record.

4. To consider any applications for co-option to fill the council’s remaining seat.
No new applications.

5. To review councillor areas of responsibility. Deferred.

New Items:
6. To consider the latest situation regarding the flooding action plan and further flooding issues.

Cllr Cohen reported on the latest situation. He had corresponded with Wychavon officers and had a site meeting on the main road to look at drainage issues. He, with members of the storm damage action group, was continuing to liaise with county officer David Lavender about he parish drain pipes/system and ways to improve it. It seemed, he said, that another pathway through the rail embankment could be possible.

7. To consider adopting the public open space in Chestnut Close.

An agreement letter had been sent from Wychavon District Council. Chairman and Cllr Cohen to read and sign. 







Action Cllr Butler/Cohen

8. To consider the proposed wind farm in the Lenches.

The council considered the issue in the light of approaches by campaigners. Members thought there may the possibility of seeing some windmills from the parish.  They agreed to pass on to MP Peter Luff their opinion that while the principal behind the scheme may be sound, the location was questionable due to its position near houses.

9. To consider housing plans for the region.

It was agreed to send off a copy of the council’s opinion on local development issues to the Regional Spatial Strategy consultation. 


10. To consider the budget and set the precept for the year ahead.

The clerk presented a budget report and it was agreed that councillors should have time to digest the figures and hold a meeting in January to make a final decision on the precept.

Regular Items:

11. Finance:

11.1. Accounts for payment.

The following accounts were approved for payment:

448

Calc


Clerk’s Gathering

£3.50

11.2. To note any receipts.

The £250 loan to the bonfire event had been banked.

11.3. Bank reconciliation.

November in:
J Bracewell - £250.00
Interest        - £  25.75
       Total     - £275.75
November Out:
443
N Power
Street lamp electric

£213.51
444
GBD

Mowing


£277.03
445
P Perry

Flower Barrel grant

£  20.00
446
C Morris

Clerk


£268.63
447
The Tint Shop
Bus Shelter Window
£100.00
 





£879.17

The bank reconciliation for November showed that in the current account there had been £250.00 deposited and £879.17 spent, leaving a total of £2,318.38. With £25.75 interest accrued in the savings account, its total stood at £17,224.50, meaning at the end of November, the council’s total cash assets stood at £19,542.88.

11.4. To approve overtime/expenses for October 2008.

Clerk’s expenses of £8.64 were approved ( £4.32 mileage, £4.32 stamps)
12. Planning: 

12.1. To consider new planning applications/issues: 

· Glasshouse appeal situation and parish funding of legal expenses:-
The council studied and approved a copy of the planned joint statement (Hill & Moor and Fladbury Parishes) to be presented at the planning inquiry in January. 

· W/08/02878/OU Johnville, Salters Lane, Lower Moor. New detached 4-bed dwelling.
The council had no objection to the development.  


Action Clerk

12.2. To confirm comments sent to the Planning Authorities between meetings.  None


12.3. To note any Decision Notices received from Wychavon District Council.

W/08/02334/PP - 3-4 Moorfields Cottages, Salters Lane, Fladbury – rear extension and 
 



porch to front. 




Approved


13.  Street Lighting:

13.1. To note fault reports and hear progress on faults. No new issues.

13.2. To discuss action necessary to maintain/repair/update the lighting system and make decisions on which phase one lights to retain. See newsletter (Item 17) below.
14.  To consider repairs/improvements necessary for the play area and field. None.
15.  Village Hall – To consider any village hall issues. None

16. Lengthsman – Lengthsman issues. 

It was agreed that Cllr Butler and Cohen would meet with the lengthsman to agree a schedule of work.  







Action Cllr Butler/Cohen

Updates:
17.  To consider any updates on any of the following ongoing issues:
· Flower barrel scheme for the village.  No new issues.
· Parking and lorries along Manor Road/Bridge Street. The clerk read a letter from the highways department. It clarified the situation with Bridge Street – that the county could provide turning areas but was not obliged to do so. The officer suggested a warning sign and had passed the issue on to Wychavon District Council, whose job it would be to provide one. He suggested a site meeting to look at village traffic issues. It was agreed that councillors would look to meet the officer one evening when the nights were lighter, unless the officer could come on a Saturday. Clerk to reply.   Action Clerk
· The adoption of land in Chestnut Close. As above.
· Bus shelter repairs. Nothing
· Allotments. Cllr Hayes handed over a report on the allotments. Some were already being prepared and more would be available soon. (He was wished a speedy recovery from a broken foot)
· Website plans. The clerk had attended an information meeting about the new county council website and it was due to be launched, as part of the county hub website, as soon as enough parishes had their pages ready. Councillors were asked to send some information and some pictures to the clerk for inclusion. Action Cllrs/clerk
· Newsletter/Christmas greeting. It was agreed that as the clerk had a broken arm, the planned newsletter would be put on hold until the new year – a short Christmas greeting mentioning the planning inquiry would be prepared instead. Action Clerk

18.  To consider CALC/Training matters. None

19.  To consider PACT/Police matters. 

Cllr Hayes reported on a PACT meeting. There had been reports of inconsiderate parking, on the pavement in Cherry Orchard Road and he would be passing the complaints on to the local officer.

20.  To hear the District/County Councillor’s report and note any further reports or correspondence.


Cllr Tucker could not attend so there was no district/county report.
Cllr Buckley reported that she had studied the Code of Conduct consultation. 

Worcs CC letter - Wildlife and countryside act – a small alteration was proposed to a bridleway in Hill. There was no objection.
A new Freedom of Information Act was due to come into force on January 1st and the council must adopt its policies. Members therefore agreed to do so. Clerk to study council’s obligations. 
Action Clerk  


Orchestra of the Swan, available for performances free in your village hall. To be passed on to Cllr Bracewell.
Evening bus services poster.
‘Global slowdown’ advice/info session (wcc and wychavon) dec 8th 4.30-7pm

Christmas buses poster.
W Factor auditions poster.

Circulation: Worcs CC mag; standards cttee info/ grant info/ phs newsletter/ 


21. Items for next agenda and to affirm the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council.

It was agreed to hold a meeting on January 8th just to determine the precept.

The meeting closed at 9.30pm.

………………………………………………..(chairman) 
……………………………………………..(date)
C. Morris  - 
Mrs C Morris. Clerk


