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BROADWAS AND COTHERIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING

OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Monday on 13th April 2015 at Broadwas Village Hall at 7.30 pm

Present
Councillors: Winkworth, Tabberer, Murphy, Dale, Downes, Pearce, Key, White and the Clerk Mrs Downes.

In attendance   County Councillor Phil Grove together with 6 members of the public
15/045             Apologies Councillor Oliff had work commitments and was unable to attend. She had sent an email but the Clerk had not noted it until after the meeting.
. 
15/046            Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest and update of Register of Interest Forms.


Councillors Pearce and Winkworth for item 6.

Councillor Downes and the Clerk for item12.
15/047
Dispensation request .None received
  
15/048
Public Participation

The meeting was adjourned for this section. See end of minutes for the report.
15/049
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th March 2015 
                         They were agreed to be a true record and were signed by the
                         Chairman.
15/050            County Councillor’s Report.
15/051           Matters Arising
                      1. The Clerk had contacted Hereford Heartstart with regard to purchasing a defibrillator. They work in conjunction with West Midlands Ambulance Service who will suggest one of two types of models, where grants from British Heart Foundation are available. Ball park figures for cost to the Parish Council is:

£400 (25% of full cost of £1600) plus £700 for the housing.


The manager of the Royal Oak has confirmed that he would be happy to have the defibrillator installed on one of the pub’s outside walls if required.


Councillor Dale noted that a defibrillator housed in Broadwas would be of no benefit to residents in Cotheridge because of distance. He enquired if one could be installed at Cotheridge Church as this is the only public building with an electrical supply available? The Parish Council was sympathetic to his request and the Clerk will continue to make enquiries and costings and report back at the next meeting.


2. The Environment Agency has been unable to remove the litter by Hill Top. The Clerk had contacted John Williams at the Birmingham Angler’s Association (BAA) to ask for the removal of fly tipping on their car park, which has now been done. During the conversation, Mr Williams showed interest in purchasing the land (adjacent to the BAA’s) belonging to Mr Tompkinson who we are aware is looking to sell. The BAA feel that should the said land come into their ownership, it would aim to be successful in enforcing the removal of fly tipping and any unauthorised occupants. Both parties will contact each other.

3. The Clerk had tried to contact Gary Kinley at Severn Trent for an update but had been unsuccessful.

4. Broadwas Sports Association submitted further information regarding its request for a £1500 grant (as agreed in principle at our last meeting) for the installation of an electricity supply and meter. After a full discussion, Cllr. Tabberer proposed the request, this was seconded by Cllr. Downes and was carried forward by the remaining councillors. Both Cllrs. Winkworth and Pearce left the room during this discussion.

5. The third draft for the new sign at Berryfields will be emailed to all Councillors in the next few days. Once agreed, we will be then be in a position to order it. All present agreed that it should be encased in a wooden housing and erected as a free standing sign. 
15/052           Progress Reports
a) Treasurer’s Report.
A copy had been given to all Councillors and is attached to these minutes. All payments were agreed. 
b) Clerk’s Report.
A copy had been given to all Councillors.
3 new footpath signs have been replaced (see minute entry 15/038).
The footways opposite the Royal Oak and in Cotheridge have been cleared by the Lengthsman.

c) Public Land Officer’s Report for Feb 2015.
Peter Parkes reported that he has removed a pile of dog excrement by the goalpost on Berryfield. The exercise track is showing signs of weeds and grass creeping onto its surface. The Clerk will arrange for a site visit soon to agree maintenance work to be carried out.
d) Berryfield Report.
The ROSPA report has been done and we have been given an overall risk rating of MEDIUM. 2 rounded end stops need replacing on 2 pieces of equipment. Ground erosion is evident on the ground under the small rocker and spring rocker. Also, the swings and slide are showing signs of significant corrosion. The Clerk will arrange for replacement items to be ordered and installed and ground works to be carried out. 
Council agreed that after 30 years, it is time to consider replacing the swings and slide with newer models. Some monies may be available for this purpose from 106 monies due from the new housing build. Enquiries will be made.
15/053
Lower Teme Lions

This item had been put on the agenda following a request from the team captain however, no representatives were present.
15/054
Lengthsman’s Contract.

The contract between the Parish Council and Worcestershire County Council is due for renewal. All present agreed for it to be renewed for another 12 months.
15/055
Application for Discretionary Rural Rate Relief by Garden & Hire Spares Ltd.

 MHDC Revenues and Benefits for an application for discretionary rural relief from Garden & Hire Spares Ltd, Cotheridge. A contribution of £275.00 from the Parish Council would enable MHDC to grant 50% discretionary relief to this business for this financial year. The Parish Council discussed and considered this application and voted to support it.

15/056 
Planning

a) Following a request from a concerned resident in Cotheridge, for the Parish Council’s response on application 15/00032/FUL to be reconsidered, a site visit was arranged on 9th April at Lower Lightwood Farm. In attendance were Councillors Downes, Winkworth, Murphy, Tabberer, Key, Dale and Pearce.

                       Permission had been obtained from Mr Burgoyne to allow the PC on site. Hayley Jones, Planning Officer had agreed that she would accept our representation no later than 14th April 2015 and with this in mind the Parish Council has amended its response to the following:

The Parish Council’s previous response to this application was made without the benefit of reference to consultees who, at that time, had not received advice of the application details and had not therefore had the opportunity to make their representations.
As an additional drainage plan (Flood Plan) had subsequently been deposited with MHDC and given the extreme concerns of the consultees, it was considered appropriate for the Parish Council to amend its response and to this end a site meeting was carried out by six members of the Parish Council accompanied by the Parish Clerk, on Thursday 8th April.

       Regarding the drainage, or rather, lack of drainage, there is a substantial amount of surface water now emanating from the site causing flooding of the roadway and neighbouring gardens.
This would appear to be a result of the disruption and diversion of the water course from its natural path. What was once an area of landscaping, typical of a countryside aspect i.e. grassed area with pond and trees and highly visible from the highway, is now a hardcore area given over to parking of Public Service Vehicles and the like.
The fencing to this area also now has metal gates which are not part of the application. 

      If MHDC decides to grant planning approval, these issues need to be addressed either through planning or building regulations. 

In view of the adjacent residential properties and the apparent intensification of the use since the original planning consent was granted in 1989, we consider that any planning consent should include a condition limiting the number of public service vehicles to be parked at, and given the restrictive nature of the highway, accessing the property.
Large vehicles, up to and including an articulated car transporter with some ten vehicles aboard, have been witnessed arriving at the site. Evidence of this can be seen by the considerable erosion to the grass verges bordering the entrance.

      Regarding the new building, this appears to be some six times the volume of the portacabin which was there previously and gives rise to concern as to how much expansion will be envisaged in the future. If granted, the use of the new building and extended parking area should be limited to that contained in the existing planning consent dated 12 August 1999 – i.e. parking and routine maintenance of public service vehicles – and that any consent should be subject to the same conditions as in that consent.  

     We note with disappointment that this is a retrospective application and would also draw to the Planning Officers attention that the overall site of which the current application forms part is currently in poor condition and that a number of other unauthorised works and uses appear to be taking place within it. 

      Given these findings, the Parish Council recommend REFUSAL of this Application
                            15/00225/ Kenneth Downes, Weston Hill House, Broadwas WR6 5NH for: Outline application with all matters reserved for the erection of a single dwelling with ancillary accommodation. Councillor Downes and the Clerk, Mrs Sharon Downes left the room during Council’s consideration and Councillor Tabberer lead the discussion. Response: Recommend approval.


b) All other Planning matters are included on the Planning Report attached to these minutes.    
15/056
Councillor’s Reports and Items for Future Agenda.

The Clerk had received a note of thanks from the Parochial Church Council for the grant given towards the replacement of a stone cross in Broadwas churchyard.


Also, verbal thanks have been received
thanking the Parish Council for arranging the new footway along the A44 and junction of Church Lane.
.
15/057           Date of next meeting.


Due to the date of this year’s election on May 7th, the next ordinary meeting will be on 18th May together with the  PC’s Annual Meeting.


An Annual Parish Meeting will be arranged for 1st June 2015.

Chairman………………………………………..dated………………

Attached:
Treasurer’s Report
Planning Report 
Public participation.
Charlotte Kelly of Cotheridge made reference to planning application 15/00032/FUL which is to be considered at tonight’s meeting.

Her question was: Should this application be refused by MHDC, what enforcement powers does the Parish Council have?
The Chairman explained that the Parish Council has no enforcement powers itself but it can and does monitor compliance matters and where appropriate will report to M.H.D.C.’s compliance/enforcement officer.

Planning Report for April 2015 meeting
Results from’  MHDC. 
14/01653/OUT 12/12/2015 Wolverley Homes Ltd for Residential development comprising 14 dwellings (including 7 affordable) with associated access, amenity space and car parking at Land off Church Lane, Broadwas. Public meeting held on 8th January.

10.2.2015. Grounds for objection to planning application for residential development on land fronting Church Lane Broadwas
· The site is part of a large agricultural field and is not within existing developed area of Broadwas village.

· That field forms a division between the two principal groupings of buildings within the village – one around the church and the other adjacent and to the East of the school.

· The site is in proximity to a number of listed buildings including St Mary Magdalene Church, Broadwas Court, Ivy House Farm and Stone Farm and the development would adversely impact upon the setting of those properties.

· The site has previously been proposed a number of times for residential development most recently in 2014 when Malvern Hills District Council sought additional sites to meet the requirements of the South Worcestershire Development Plan. It has however been consistently rejected for reasons of location.

· As a result of this application, the Parish Council has undertaken a public consultation exercise including two public meetings each attended by over 40 residents where there has been a substantial body of opposition. This opposition reflects the matters above and also the fact that planning consent has already been given for development of two sites in the village (with a total of 18 units, not yet commenced) and further proposals are currently being considered in relation to three other sites (totalling 11 units).

Local residents feel that this very small village is being rained upon by applications for development, this latest one is in probably the most inappropriate place. 13.3.3015 Decision: REFUSAL
14/01297/OUT 24.9.2014 Burgoyne Property Investments Ltd for ‘Outline application for the erection of industrial units (B1-B8 uses) with associated access and car parking to replace existing permission 12/00376/PEX Response 20.10.2014 ‘The gullies and the main road on this stretch of the A44 are prone to flooding, it may be that any extra water emanating from units there into soakaways etc., may exacerbate this situation. The access is on a straight section of the main road where the speed limit is in the national restriction (60mph) which would be hazardous to heavy and slow moving vehicles, as well as workers cars and the like, accessing the site as well as to passing traffic.

The development is of considerable size and would impinge on the natural beauty of the countryside where there is presently, and in the main, open space.

Given these concerns, and (assuming they are insurmountable), our burden of responsibility to maintain and safeguard the local environment, balanced against any possible benefit to the community, we feel obligated to recommend refusal.’ 
20.3.2015 ApplicationWithdrawn.

New Applications received/still awaiting result

14/01682/FUL 15.12.2015 Wolverley Homes, Land off Stoney Ley (7580 5538) Broadwas, Worcester, for Residential Development comprising 4 dwellings, with associated access, amenity space and car parking. 12.1.2015 APPROVAL recommended.

15/00032/FUL 13.2.2015 Mr Brian Burgoyne, Lower Lightwood Farm, Lightwood Lane, Cotheridge WR6 5LT 
         Application for the removal of an existing portacabin and     erection of a 2 storey workshop/rest room building and extension to parking area for coaches and mini buses (Retrospective)
 Response 10.3.2015 
        ‘Whilst we have no objection to the replacement of the portable                        buildings with permanent structures, the ground works already carried out to the parking area has caused a disruption to the  water table resulting in a constant flow and puddling of water on  the highway. This needs to be addressed. As the business necessitates large vehicles egressing on to a country lane, a condition restricting the number of vehicles in that quoted the application should be included’. A request from a concerned resident resulted in a site visit attended by Cllr. Winkworth, Downes, Tabberer, Key, Dale, Murphy and Pearce on 9.4.2015 at 10 a.m. The date for representations has been extended to 14.4.2015 by MHDC Planning and the PC will need to re-submit its response by then if required.
15/00386/FUL 26.3. Mr J Wallwork, Allsetts Farm, broadwas WR6 5NS for ‘ Installation of Solar PV panels and associated infrastructure (6.81MW)’

15/00225/OUT 29.3.2015 Mr K Downes, Weston Hill House, Broadwas WR6 5NH for ‘outline application with all matters reserved for the erection of a single dwelling with ancillary accommodation’
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	Payments
	Receipts
	
	
	

	Lloyds account
	
	
	
	
	
	16284.2
	

	Berryfields Account
	
	
	
	
	
	11451.67
	

	NS&I account
	
	
	
	
	
	3430.88
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance Total
	
	
	
	
	
	31166.75
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Receipts & Payments included in this total
	
	
	
	

	9.3.2015
	969
	A Bullock
	L/M
	230.40
	
	
	
	

	9.3.2015
	970
	PCC
	
	1500.00
	
	
	
	

	10.3.2015
	971
	WCC bus shelter
	1457.00
	
	
	
	

	
	976
	S Downes sal Marc
	sal March
	289.12
	
	
	
	

	
	977
	S Downes exp March
	30.62
	
	
	
	

	5.3.2015
	
	Pitch rental
	
	40.00
	
	31166.75
	

	31.3.2015
	
	VAT recovered
	
	70.97
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Receipts&Payments awaiting presentation
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	S Skeys
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	212.50
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	30954.25
	

	For agreement at tonight's meeting
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	Commited payments
	monies
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Speed activated signs
	
	602
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