	
	KIDDERMINSTER FOREIGN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting
held on Monday 20th April  2015 at 7.45pm at Trimpley Village Hall

	
	Present:  Councillor Mrs C. Gammond 
                Councillor C. Grainger

                Councillor J. Gammond 
                  1  police officer  present
	Councillor R. Jennings
Councillor Mr. B. Phillips
Councillor Mrs. L. Green
Mrs. E. Whitehouse (Clerk)
1 member of the public was present. 

	1.
	Welcome by Parish Council Chairman & any apologies received

The Parish Council Chairman welcomed  those present, and in particular, Inspector Ed Williams – Inspector responsible for neighbourhood policing in the Wyre Forest area, is based at Kidderminster, but occasionally works out of Stourport station.  
There had been very little to report as regards crime in the parish during the preceding month.  In general, there had been an increase recently in non-residential burglaries – sheds, garages etc.  Recent property marking promotions were therefore very important, making it harder for thieves to move property on.  The public could assist by :

· Making security of sheds and garages of paramount importance.  
· Not leaving things lying about like lawnmowers, power tools, etc.    
· Installing security lighting, etc 
· Keeping a note of model and serial numbers etc.    
Otherwise crime in general in the Wyre Forest area was going down.  
Inspector Williams was asked a few questions:
Mr. Collins asked if the police were going to re-start investigating rural crime?  Rural crime was not being investigated, according to Mr. Collins.  He felt that just a crime number was. Given.  Inspector Williams answered that each call is graded from 1 to 4, Grade 1 needing immediate police response, and so forth.  He added that a lot of investigation was often done remotely.  Mr. Collins said that a crime of buzzards being shot, and reported by his wife, did not appear to have been investigated.  Cllr. Grainger also added that although theft of tractors were down in number, response time was not very good.   
When asked about the merger of Warwickshire and West Mercia forces, he gave assurance that the service offered was not diluted because of this.

Cllr. Ben Phillips expressed his concern about unsafe driving in rural lanes – the speed people travel at is inappropriate. This was echoed by many parishes.  

Also, the demise of the Road Tax disc was discussed, with the general public not being able to check  validity on sight of a vehicle.  Police however, could check this on computer. 
Cllrs also raised the problems caused by illegal flytipping and also dog fouling.  
Other items discussed concerned the identification and possible return of stolen property to rightful owners, and also feedback on cases from the police.  

	2.

3.

4.
	Public Open Forum

Mr. Collins asked that the Parish Council write to the County Council again re obtaining faster broadband service for the parish.  If investment into hardwiring is the problem, then to follow up again other methods of supply.  Clerk advised the Shropshire County Council had recently received details of investment for rural areas, including the Arley exchange – and she tabled a press cutting re this.
It was also mentioned that the Cave Houses at Easthams were to feature on the TV programme “Grand Designs”.

Presentation of Accounts for Clare, Witnell & Blount Charities
The Clerk presented the accounts supplied by Wendy Wright.  Clerk to ask about the criteria needed to become a tenant in one of the bungalows or flats owned by the charity, in case the parish council ever wished to refer someone as a recommended tenant.

There being no further business the meeting ended.  The Chairman thanked Inspector Ed Williams for attending the meeting and discussing police matters with those present.  The Annual Parish meeting was immediately followed by a Parish Council meeting
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	1.
	Apologies for Absence: G. Yarranton - accepted and approved. 

	2.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr. Mrs. C Gammond and Cllr. J. Gammond declared an interest re Village Hall, being a committee members.   Cllr. Grainger declared an interest in any items in connection with Riddings Brook.  Cllr. Ben Phillips declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in relation to the Churchard Grant.  

	3.


	Approval of the Minutes The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 16th  March 2015 were approved and signed.

	4.
	District and County Councillor Reports together with progress reports on other matters
Items reported for attention by District or County Council
Vote of thanks given to Cllr. Yarranton for organising a litter pick from High Habberley house to the roundabout by Ferndale.

The following items were noted:-

· Stone “set”  in Low Habberley was loose and had come adriftagain.  

· Drain by Myndholm – now not scheduled for attention until after 1st April. 
· Work was underway at Valley Close to address potholes
Parking at Low Habberley – clerk had received an e-mail from Sally Hall – (Low Habberley farm) asking for assistance in preventing parking on the grass verges by the entrance.  Councillors were sympathetic to this and discussed various measures and possibilities – including bollards, and mesh under grass.   Clerk to arrange a site meeting to discuss, and to obtain the County Council’s views on this.  
Severn Trent Car Park  - A new contact at the Reservoir had been obtained, and a litter pick at the car park had been undertaken.  However, a further amount of fly-tipped garden rubbish had occurred since.  


	5.
	PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL:
a) Previous planning applications

15/0064 – The Coach House, Habberley Lane – change of use of existing building to permanent dwelling

Still awaiting permission.  However, marked as “Approved”  on website.
15/0088 – 21 Low Habberley – Side Extension 
Approved.

15/0113 – Crundalls Cottage – Retrospective application to seek retention of extensions to property as built

Awaiting decision, but officer’s report was recommending refusal.
15/0139 – Revised plans for Detached Garage at Valley House, Eymore Lane
Awaiting decision
b) 15/0179 – Little Gains – removal of single-storey extensions and construction of new single storey and two storey extensions 
Comment: “No objections and recommend approval”
c) Compliance Issues

i) Playhouse erected adjacent to Amenity/Storage Building (permission granted) to be used in conjunction with adjoining land use – Hollies Lane.  Nothing further to report since last meeting.  
ii) The Piggeries, at High Crundalls House, Crundalls Lane – Nothing further to report.
 

	6. 
	Progress Reports on Outstanding Items

Severn Trent  Matters

Cllr. Ben Phillips and Cllr. Carole Gammond had held a site meeting at Eymore Lane re various matters:
· The pipe brought coming up from Trimpley Reservoir to Mary Moores currently being installed was for Birmingham “resilience” so that the Elan Valley supply could be shut down for maintenance.  This is to be used in conjunction with the supply from Lickhill as a reserve, and a new treatment plant being installed at Frankley. 
· A new manager at the Reservoir – Joe Upsall – was happy to be the local Severn Trent contact for the parish,  He agreed to manage the upkeep of the Car Park at Eymore lane.  

· Pipe coming out of their chamber at Mary Moors was identified as a drain from sample taps from where water sometimes leaks.  
Burst Water pipes  – Reply from Severn Trent –  indicating that there had, in fact, been three leaks on the main at Hoarstone Lane.  However, due to low numbers of frontagers, it had not received attention as a matter of priority.  Clerk to follow up this matter with MP after election.  
Brooks Coppice verge  - A site meeting had been held with the householder, and as the County Council and the Parish councillors’ views were that kerbing would be inappropriate, it was agreed that the Lengthsman would arrange to level the rutted verge
H

	7.
	Newsletter – Distribution

Newsletter was given to all present to distribute.

	8.
	Lengthsman – Clerk had arranged for 2 places at Lengthsman training at County Hall.

	9.
	Financial Reports .
a) Cheques signed 
Holy Trinity Churchyard Grant - £740
CALC Subscription - £411.96
Trimpley Village Hall – Room Hire (Oct 14 – March 15 inclusive) - £65
Misco Invoice for new computer - £359.98
PAYE – Clerk - £56.20

Wild Flower Seed (C Grainger) - £42.06
b)   Bank Mandate forms –   Clerk would send in all the forms currently completed.
c)   New Audit Arrangements – Clerk advised that new audit arrangements would affect this parish for the next financial year.  This would entail publication on the website page of all agenda, minutes and accounts on a month by month basis.   This is for parishes with a turnover of less than £25,000 (which would be applicable for this parish) and this would then be deemed to be audited by public scrutiny.  Clerk to continue to publish agenda and minutes, and to arrange to publish accounts commencing April.
d) Audit – Clerk had circulated the end of Year accounts to all councillors.  These were approved, along with the external audit form, asset register, and risk assessment register.  Clerk distributed notices to be posted on noticeboards re audit, and would arrange for the internal audit by T. Stanley to be undertaken.
e) District Council IT Grant

Clerk to lodge a claim for the remaining IT Grant amount to offset the cost of the new computer.

	10.

	County & District and CALC Correspondence

Clerk gave out some details of reports from CALC including pension arrangements soon to be decided upon.

	11.
	Road Accident – 
24th March – Trimpley Green – just past Trimpley House, a car caught verge, spun round, and ended up wrapped round tree.

It was also noted that a large oak tree near to Myndholm had come down in recent high winds and blocked the road for a period of time.

	12.
	Other Matters

· BT Cover in Mary Moors layby – as previously reported - concrete now breaking up and going into highway in chunks.
· Localism – Litter picking – Clerk and chairman to have a meeting with the District Council to discuss this matter.

	 13.
	Date of Next Meeting – Annual Meeting of the Parish Council  - agreed for 18th May 2015 at 7.45p.m.  Chairman asked for her apologies to be noted.
The meeting closed at 10.30p.m.
                                       Chairman –   _   _________________________
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