Upton Snodsbury Parish Council
Parish Councillors Present : Paul Seymour PS (Chair), Jim Round JR (Vice Chair), Catherine Milner CM, Terry Eagle TE, Roger Peart RP, Debbie Waters DW, Sandra Jennings SJ.
Clerk/RFO: Vacant





Guest minute taker : Philippa Neal
Parish Council Meeting Minutes Tuesday 12th May 2015,  7pm Upton Snodsbury Village Hall
Annual Meeting 

15/22




Chairman’s report for 2014-15
· PS thanked all the Cllrs for their hard work over the last year and to new members DW & SJ.
· In our general duties we have helped with the planning issues with CALA Homes and helped negotiate access via Cutts Pool and the PC has achieved is objective of getting funding if the development goes ahead. 

· Thanks to Cllrs who spent much time and effort on battling the Chicken farm planning application, representing the village at the Wychavon Planning Committee which resulted in the planning inspectorate dismissing the appeal. 

· Thanks to Cllr JR for pressing and successful re-surfacing of the Pershore Road. 

· The PC have pulled together and made things happen for the Parish, the Chairman has fulfilled his obligation. 
Extra Ordinary Parish Council Meeting 

15/23

Co-option of Parish Councillors
The Chairman PS did not put his papers in in time to re stand for election as a Parish Councillor, therefore TE consulted CALC and established an extra ordinary meeting be convened so the PC could Co-opt Parish Cllrs Members of the PC would be required to vote in a secret ballot to identify anyone unsuitable for Co-option. 
· TE proposed the Current Chairman to be co-opted as a parish councillor. CM seconded. Secret Ballot - 7 voted yes for Co-option.

· PS was co-opted as Chairman

· PS proposed JR be co-opted TE seconded – JR happy to stand for the foreseeable future. – Secret Ballot - 7 voted yes for co-option. 
· TE spoke, he has been a Parish Cllr for 31 years and been Chairman for a number of those years and during his time he was involved in building of the village hall, the Cutts Pool development, installing the bus shelter, vehicle speed signs and many other things that have benefitted the village. But the time has come to stand down. All Parish Cllrs thanked TE. 
· All Cllrs are required to sign papers of acceptance but should not need to sign the register of interests again unless their personal circumstances have changed. The register does need to be kept current. ACTION – CM to remind everyone via email.

· Cllrs need to submit their election expenses declaration by 4th June. ACTION - DW to ring Wychavon for JR & PS regarding expenses.
Parish Council Meeting
15/24

Appointment of Chair for the next year

· CM nominated PS as chair, DW seconded and all were in favor none against. PS accepted Chairmanship. 

15/25

Appoint of Vice Chair
PS nominated RP as vice chairman. CM seconded and all were in favor none against. 
15/26

Sign of Last USPC Meeting Minutes
Minutes from PC meeting 10th March 2015 were very concise. It is a fair record, all Cllr agreed and PS Signed off the minutes 


15/27

Delegation of Duties

· Lengthsman - Retired Cllr TE offered to remain as liaison with the Lengthsman – PS asked TE to report/provide reports. 

· Grass Cutting – resident Celia Young to be grass cutting liaison with contractor. PS to liaise with CY.  

· Highways – JR happy to continue with highways duties.

· School – JR happy to continue with school duties.

· Footpaths – RP happy to continue with footpaths duties.
· Buses – ACTION PS to check if SJ is ok to continue with buses duties.  

· Crime Liaison – DW happy to continue with crime liaison duties
· Clerk/RFO Duties – DW ok to carry on in interim till Clerk/RFO is found. 

· Newsletter – CM to take on newsletter duties. 

· Website – CM to continue to liaise with CY on the website. 

· Vehicle Speed Sign – PS to continue with sign duties. 

· Forge Trust – PS is on the trust and is to attend meetings. 

· Flood Officer – CM to be flood officer. 

· Car Park – Retired Cllr TE offered to keep an eye on the Parish Council Car Park. 

· CALA – RP to act as liaison re housing development

RP raised that JR will no longer have a key for the village hall. RP to be put forward with CM for the village hall committee. Unknown who will take over admin and booking and opening the hall for meetings.

15/28

Crime Report
DW reported - Theft of power tools at Spetcheley and a car interfered with. See attached crime report.  
15/29

District/County Councillor Reports from Linda Robinson & Rob Adams
· Apologies from Rob Adams

· Linda was thrilled to be voted back in as district Cllr for the Upton Snodsbury Ward. LR is also now leader of Wychavon District Council, but won’t now be chair of the planning committee. 

· Linda asked if Silverline posters could go in the notice boards and shop – Combat loneliness for the elderly – Calls are free 08004 708090. ACTION - CM to put posters out. 

· LR walked round the village with an officer of the council and spoke to residents. Residents revealed things did not suit all residents. Lonely /elderly suffering from rural isolation, some new people in the village and younger residents too suffering from isolation. Some elderly assisted housing does not have the best security or heating. LR taken feedback back to Wychavon.  LR and Wychavon officers are to come to the Thursday club to look at how it can open its doors to more people. 
· Attempts should be made to help the Thursday club adapt and be more open to people. 

· Resident Alison Double suggested setting up a Befriending group. CM volunteered to look at setting up a befriending group but will need assistance. CM to get together with DW and Alison Double. 

· Digital inclusion – grants were available for broad band installation. Village hall would need persuasion to put in broad band and projectors but could benefit village and some of the issues mentioned previously could be overcome. 
15/30

Progress reports from Parish Activities: Brief updates:
a) PS - Grass cutting. Grass has been cut twice but needs another cut PS will chase up. RP reported a resident had made a compliant that a patch of wild flowers had been cut down. RP to talk to resident & liaise with PS on areas to cut and protect.  ACTION – Request grass cutters cut the bank on the right hand side down the B4082.
b) TE - Lengthsman. Will ask lengthsman to cut footpaths in the village in the next 2 weeks. Contract has been signed and outstanding invoices paid. Some outstanding claims with Worcester County Council from last years budget.
c) JR - Highways. B4082 has been resurfaced. Will contact highways to ask if they will reinstate white lines and cats eyes. 
 School. New single story extension build that will be used for having the school dinners in has started, there have been some complaints that have been resolved.
d) CM commented – Buses.  Cost of Pershore volunteer bus has gone up. PVC will hold a meeting in June regarding changes. Coming to the end of the 3 month period. ACTION – SJ to get figures on usage of the volunteer bus before the meeting in June. Need to establish if its efficient money spend, i.e. PVC bus v’s a taxi.
e) RP –  Footpaths. A list of issues regarding foot paths such as finger post replacements etc has been passed to Hillary the footpaths officer. She is going to review and action. Any footpath feedback to pass to RP. Dog mess around School road and College road is bad – to be mentioned in the newsletter
Orchard Site/CALA.  There is delay on the Orchard site for 3 reasons; Progress with insurers of the unregistered piece of land is slow. Legal details between CALA and the Orchard site owners is taking time to resolve. Lastly the Orchard site is not a major CALA priority. Their commitment to the cuts pool entrance was questioned but was assured this was a given in the planning process.  
CALA confirmed they had pulled out of any commitment to the Garage site at this time due to lack of progress between who owns what and the value, the bank and land owner are at stalemate. 
f) PS – Ongoing discussions re the Park.  An USPRA working party met and as a result they will be coming up with heads of terms regarding proposed USPRA and USPC roles and responsibilities. USPC can’t currently bring the insurance to an acceptable level. To include the park equipment is very costly but to just take on the public liability there is 0% increase. LR commented Wychavon DC don’t insure any of their playground equipment just insure for public liability. USPC request USPRA provide information on cost savings regarding insurance and grass cutting to then the PC would be able to discuss and decide if it is good value for the village. 
f) CM – Newsletter.  Draft is available but not yet out. Info on prices and times of busses needs review. Agreed 4 newsletters per year, deadlines for request for info need to be set. To be posted in the bowline.  Section on dog mess issues to be put in the newsletter, asking residents to ensure dogs are not let out uncontrolled. Problem areas are School road and College road. Residents to be mindful of the danger dog mess is to children, and that dogs must be regularly wormed. 
g) CM – Flood. CM has got the flood pump and suggested asking if Jeff and Celia at the shop would house it to make it more accessible at any time a possible flood hits. Sandbags are 10 years old and possibly at the end of their life. ACTION CM to find sand bags and let people know where they are and also identify contact of where to get sandbags on demand at Wychavon DC. 
15/31               Finance Committee: Audited accounts and annual return for y/e 31/03/2015
Annual return of the accounts has been audited. DW & CM have been through. The auditor identified some minor changes that may make the ledger easier. CM & DW suggested the parish plan grant money be spent as it has been there for a long time. Funds to be used in the spirit of the plan. To be discussed at a later date.
PC made thanks to DW for sorting out the finances and the annual audit. DW thanked Lou Powell for her help. CM proposed the accounts are accurate. RP seconded and all were in favor, none against. PS Chairman signed off the Accounts Annual Declaration. Balance of accounts is £3831. 
15/32
Planning 
Application 15/00832 - Upton House application to demolish existing conservatory and replace with an oak framed garden room– PC has No objections or comments. 
15/33
Correspondence received
· PC Insurance quotations have been received; insurance needs to be renewed shortly.  
· Mobile Library. Library visit day to remain at present as fear of it being lost is dates / days changed. 
· Wychavon Sport - Parish Games, do the parish wish to enter any teams. ACTION CM to put a note in the newsletter to ask if anyone wants to captain and get a team together then the PC will pay the £5 entry fees for each team.

· Bus meeting, letter from Wychavon DC, loss of busses can lead to further rural isolation. 

· Report of a caravan being dumped on the verge of B4082 just outside the village. RP commented a village working party cleared the coppice there and the caravan had been dragged to that position to block the entrance to prevent further fly tipping etc. Land owner David Lane is in process of arranging for its removal.     

15/34

AOB
· PS and all Cllrs made thanks to Retired Cllr TE for all his efforts with the Parish Council over the years and asked if TE would come to the next meeting. 
· Clerk & RFO vacancy notices have received no responses. Keep position open. ACTION PS to email LR regarding the Drakes Broughton Clerk costs. Possibility to approach other parish council clerks who may be willing to take on USPC’s clerk duties as well. 

15/35    
Date of next meeting
Tuesday 7th of July at 7.30pm at Upton Snodsbury Village Hall. 



